
         Purdue Feb 15 [18]86 
 My own darling Effie:  Ө   Ө   Ө 
 I received your dear letter this evening on time & was very sorry to hear that you were 
feeling so badly.  Your wetting no doubt was the cause of it.  I do hope Darling that you are 
going to have good health this spring & that we aren’t to have to be in any thing like a return of 
last years trials.  My yesterdays letter arrived here this morning.  The delay was on the road for 
it was started from New York in ample time.  Darling I dont know how your ear looks when it 
hasn’t been washed for six weeks and I never shall for I shall never permit you to leave it so 
long.  I shall wash it while you are asleep sometime if you ever try it when we are married but I 
don’t really believe you will if you know that I don’t approve __   
 As for the seal skin sacque[,] darling I really feel at a loss what to say__  In the first place 
I should say that Mammas advice was worth more than Mag & Carrie combined & multiplied by 
35___  They have no experience which justifies them in giving anything worth calling advice.  
And neither have I for the matter of that & I dont give my advice on any such ground as theirs.  I 
think that so far as the mere financial consideration goes that Mamma is really right & that the 
seal skin sacque is not the most economical wrap you can obtain consistently of course with 
decency (mind I use the word decency strictly & look up Webster to see just what I mean, 
suitable & becoming.)  I really do not believe that you will find the sacque[,] from a purely 
financial standpoint[,] the best investment for your money in the line of cloaks____  A coat 
worth 125 Dollars would have to last ten or twelve years with no outgo for repairs to be 
equivalent of the wraps you could buy for the money.  Thirty dollars would buy a good coat 
which would last two years & a half & there is 130 dollars in ten years.  But the sealskin would 
not begin to last ten years without repairs & money spent on it[,] while the $30 coat would last 
more than 2 years and a half__  But darling I do not think the matter ought to be decided upon 
a purely financial basis.  Is not a sealskin almost to[o] fine a thing for us[?]  Will we feel that it is 
too good for our plain circumstances.  I do not know that we will and Darling I think that that 
thing can be left wholly to you_  On the other hand Darling[,] I feel as I told you at Christmas 
time.  I think that the sealskin sacque will probably be a good investment.  You have the money.  
It is yours.  You earned it and I should like to have you have something that you would 
thoroughly like with it_   Of course the sacque will be an elegant thing for you to have _  If we 
are out here in Indiana it will be an extremely comfortable thing for you to have.  It is not 
perhaps the most economical covering you can find but you arent restricted to that.  You have 
the money & can spare it for this purpose.  You would be pleased with the garment.  It would 
always be a comfort as well as a pleasure & I say buy it.  I don’t put it at all on grounds of 
economy.  I don’t honestly believe it is economical but I do think it is a good use for your money 
& I still think that if you can spare the money for the sacque you will never regret buying it.  You 
will probably see the money dwindle away & have no such good permanent thing to show for 
it.  As for its being too good for us[,] well Darling[,] you must judge of that.  I do not think it will 



be out of place for while a sealskin is always very rich at the same time poor folks do sometime 
have them.  It is no ones business but ours & for my part I dont consider that consideration for 
a moment.  I say get the sack because I know it will give you physical comfort out here & 
Darling I know too that it will give you great pleasure & I don’t see the slightest reason against 
your getting it.  Now Darling I really think you must decide this matter for yourself.  I don’t 
exactly like you to be grinding hard to provide for yourself after it becomes my right to do so & 
yet I don’t want to stand in the way of any pleasure you feel in making some provision.  Darling 
I at first used to almost wish that we could be married in our every day clothes & only get new 
ones as we need them so as to have you escape the work of getting ready & working to earn 
money to provide __ but Dearest I saw that you would be far happier if you were working & 
planning over it & I think I was wise when some time ago I gave up all thought of opposition & 
began to share your delight in making preparations.  My own darling[,] I understand better than 
I did then your feeling about the matter & the pleasure it is to you & the help you get[,] in this[,] 
our last year of waiting[,] from your plans & schemes & I am glad you do and I want you to have 
all the help you can have.  I tho’t last summer that you had money enough to keep you till I was 
[ill.] without lessons last year & I did want you to give up your pupils & rest & enjoy yourself but 
it wouldn’t have been either rest or enjoyment & you were right to go on.  It gave you diversion 
and change & has been of more good than harm in the long run in spite of the exposure__  I 
know[,] you dear dear girl[,] that all this is so & I think you were right to refuse to give up your 
pupils.  I dont care for you to come to me with a fine dowry in clothes or any thing else & 
should really prefer that you should not bring a great deal of that if it costs your labor.  I don’t 
like to have you working hard but Darling I know it is just all right & I dont want anything 
changed at all for I know how you feel & I honor & respect your feeling in the matter.  The two 
offers were lovely[,] both of them.  Your uncle is a brick and we will go to visit him sometime if 
he wants us to.  Darling I think that if we want to go to Boston for our wedding cruise I will 
engage private Board for us at the place where Barnes boards.  We shall[,] I think it probable[,] 
find that much pleasanter than right in the heart of Boston as well as far cheaper.  He is in 
Cambridge which is just out of Boston.  We could probably stay there & be very comfortable & 
[ill.] have it known at all that we are just married.  I don’t think we shall find our situation very 
embarrassing.  We have been about together so much & have been mistaken for that several 
times.  Wont we be happy though my own[?]  Oh I can hardly wait for the time to go past__  My 
darling I must leave you now.  Goodnight my own   Ө   Ө  Darling  Ө.  I long for you & get awfully 
homesick but Darling I know what a dear girl is waiting & longing for me & this helps me to bear 
it.  Oh my own darling[,] I do love you so. Ө 

Your own loving 
     Harry_____ 

 
  


