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My own darling Effie: 
 I was so disappointed this evening for I hurried home from the city to get your letter at 
4:30 & it wasn’t here & then after supper I hurried over to the city thinking it might have gotten 
here on the 5 PM mail & it wasn’t there.  I was resolved that it shouldn’t stay there all night.  If 
it was there I was bound to have it.  I ran from the bridge to the office & got there just as it was 
closed.  They looked for my mail however but there wasn’t anything.  Now I hope for it in the 
letter on Monday Wednesday.  I keep so afraid you will be sick that delays always scare me but 
the irregularity last week is a sort of relief now & I think if you had been sick the others would 
have written so I guess that the letter is on its way.  I shall inquire as to the cause of the delay of 
this letter.  The post office authorities declare that they are always glad to hunt these matters 
up & I should like to understand why there are all these vexatious delays every now & then.   
 There is a magic lantern lecture here this week at the Opera house & he has sent all the 
Purdue Fac[ulty]__ complimentary tickets for the course.  I went this evening.  It was well given 
& the pictures were fine & it was really a good show.  The pictures are so numerous that I can’t 
carry away a great idea from such a hasty sight or rather as much as I could if I could see each 
picture as long as I wished & ask all the questions I pleased about it but I did learn a good deal 
from it.  I went with Miss Jones & Miss Whipple_  The subject was The Rhine & Germany.  I 
enclose the programme so that you can see what the pictures were about __  He had several 
fine views of the Cologne Cathedral.  One of them was a side view from the top of some 
adjoining house and gave me the finest impression of the size I have ever received.  Some of 
the Rhine pictures were lovely.  The Lorelei & Echo reminded me forcibly of the Hudson River 
West Point where the abrupt bends come & steep shores.  Other lectures of the course are on 
England & Ireland[,] Russia & Turkey[,] Holy Land[,] Pompei & Spain[,] & Venice[,] Rome & the 
Vatican.  I shall go to some more since it cost nothing but the time & I can spare that for it 
amuses me & I like to be amused__ 
 I called upon Miss Jones to pay my party call & had a pleasant time.  She invited me to 
come over with Miss Weed & Miss Whipple to tea some evening this week & then for us all to 
go to the show.  I don’t know whether we will decide to accept or not.  A lady[,] Mrs. Gidding I 
think the name is[,] has joined our trio for a week.  She comes here to do some work in wood 
carving.  She is about 45 years old & is a pleasant person__  She rooms in the hall & boards with 
us_  I don’t know that she is very lively but she will help make things pleasant I think.  Miss 
W[eed]. had a letter today from Miss Elder_  She is very much pleased with her new position 
and finds the change so very pleasant.  I don’t wonder.  She lives with her sister and is very 
comfortable.  She has no regular hours of the office but must only have her books in readiness 
for the board of trustees at their monthly meeting once per month.  She will find it very much 



easier than the hard position she had here as Dr Smarts private sec[retary].  We miss her 
cheerful face of course but don’t have the coldheartedness enough to wish her back.  I had a 
box of macaroons from Sue today.  Arent they delicious.  I must stop now Darling.  I oughtn’t to 
have used up your time in trying to get the letter but Darling the time is gone somehow & it is 
getting late & I must stop.  My own Darling[,] I do love you so __  Goodnight Effie mine with Ө   
Ө   Ө   Ө   Ө   Ө   Ө from your own  Harry. 


