
         Purdue Feb 18, [18]86. 
Effie my own darling, Ө  Ө 
 I received both your letters last yesterday[,] one in the morning & the other in the 
afternoon.  I wrote last night some but I didn’t like what I wrote & wont send it.  I was on the 
border line of the blue country last night Darling.  A walk from the city alone in the moonlight 
(full moon) was more than I could stand & my longings got the best of me_  Darling I have 
driven out the blue devil.  He can’t stay around me now for I will think of better things & Darling 
my Darling I can’t let slip the things I have now.  Oh Effie I know so much about your fond love 
for me & tho I am to be with you I know I can’t be & that I do have the love all the time and it 
does help me.  Darling it is awfully hard to have to do without you[,] hard hard hard_  I long for 
you & think about you & read over your letters for tender passages & words of love & when 
you call me your darling it gives me help & when you write me about your love it is so dear & 
sweet.  I am all right this morning & last night was the first time I have had a real bad time for a 
long time. 
 Darling about the ushers.  If we have a church wedding we shall of course be obliged to 
have ushers.  If it is a house affair[,] had we not better dispense with them?  I think your 
suggestion about Charlie is a very good one & I think we could very probably do well to take 
him in lieu of some one better.  I have no personal objection to Charlie as an usher.  He is too 
young to be my choice if I could be said to have a choice but I don’t know that I shall have any 
body else to take.  I should like Lee & Huston & had thought some of Will Van Sant.  They have 
been the best bachelor friends I have had in late years_  But Darling I know you wouldn’t like 
me to ask Will & I won’t do it or even propose that_  I don’t know that Huston can be there at 
the time & of course neither of them would know much about the people.  I don’t much like 
either Ed W. or Charlie for members of the bridal suite.  They aren’t harmonious enough f with 
us but they would certainly both be good to seat the people if we have a church wedding.  I 
think Darling that we had better cut the gordian knot by having no ushers if the wedding is at 
the house.  Certainly they would not be necessary there & could be left out I should say.  But 
Darling I am not au fait (is that right) on the delicate points of ceremony & you mustn’t feel the 
least hesitation about instructing me_  I have one of the essential things to make a good 
wedding[,] or better[,] good marriage[,] and that is a loving heart & darling I want you to  be 
perfectly frank to tell me just how you want things.  I want the ceremony to please our guests & 
thereby to please you and so to please me & anything you think will contribute best to that end 
we will try to do.  I am very glad you wrote about Charlie & I think it is a happy thought & we 
shall keep it in mind.  Oh my Darling[,] I do love you so & do so wish that the happy day was not 
so far away.  My Darling Ө   Ө   Ө   Ө   Ө   Ө. 
 Darling my eyes are all right again.  I do not know what started them off but they began 
suddenly & stopped suddenly.  I think that it may have been the bright sun & the snow.  There 
was some about the time but it has all gone now and is a great relief to the eyes_  We have had 



a day or so of cold weather & it is getting warn & pleasant again __  Last week was lovely 
weather & I hope it was so in New York.  If it wasn’t I wish you had been here to share ours for 
there was plenty of it.  But I wish Darling you were here even in bad weather Ө.  I went to 
supper with Huston last night and we went to the magic lantern show.  We were jerked through 
Ireland[,] Scotland & England in one trip & you can imagine what a jarring & jolting my 
imagination received in such a hasty journey.  I prefer a more moderate pace & I should have 
been better satisfied to have had Ireland only__  But it was pretty good & the pictures were 
fine.  I saw the best picture of the Giants Causeway I have ever seen & the same of Fingals cave.  
x  x  x 
 I have just been to breakfast and am back to finish this letter.  I told you Mrs Giddings 
had come here for a few days to study art.  She is dreadfully homesick & is going home 
tonight[,] I believe.  She says how can she stay away from home when she has a husband & two 
sons?  What a bond this love between husband & wife is.  We feel lost without each other now 
& yet they all tell us that it is so far beyond the happiness of enjoyment to be married_  I feel as 
tho it would be happiness enough to be with you & that I couldn’t be happier at this moment 
than by being with my darling_  Now my darling darling Effie[,] I must leave you.  O little girl[,] I 
do love you so dearly.  My Darling my Darling.  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Oh for a real kiss darling.  The wish is 
with us both but it isn’t the real warm kiss.  We are living through the time and the days are 
beginning to grow into months again.  It will be (Ө darling Ө) two months in another week.   
That is two thirds of the first term.  Oh my precious, I watch the days I as they go and am so 
impatient for you Darling Darling_  Now I must stop.  There are several other things I want to 
write about but I will take them up this evening_  My darling.  How my soul longs for you. 
 Your own loving 
                  Harry_____ 


