
         Purdue Feb 18, [18]86__ 
My own Effie __ Darling  Ө  Ө 
 You will get this letter on Sunday I suppose if the things all go right.  I wish[,] my Love[,] I 
could write such a letter as will be a comfort to you[,] not the comfort I should be if I could go in 
its place but still a real help & comfort.  It cant be (I know that very well) anything compared 
with a real meeting & yet Darling letters are a great blessing & we should miss a great comfort 
without them.  I am as blind as the persons who can’t see what there is to write every day[,] 
only my trouble consists in an inability to see how lovers separated can help writing.  I only 
can’t see how they ever manage to stop writing when they once begin.  I think that the 
difficulty is in seeing how they can keep from it & not how they can do it.  Do you suppose any 
one was ever so shallow as to wonder why lovers didn’t get tired of cooing to each other[?]  
Surely there is far more sameness to sitting in each others arms half the night than there is in a 
correspondence like ours.  There is no variety at all in that & I should think they would be bored 
to death.  At least I should feel forced to think so to be consistent if I was like the geese who 
can’t understand how people can write so much.  I am fervently thankful that I have not found 
any such girl in my Effie.  Darling we are pretty well mated[,] don’t you think so[,] in many 
ways?    
 My own I thank you for hunting up the books I asked after.  I feel satisfied with your 
judgment in the matter & we will let them go.  We can no doubt find lots of other things as 
good_  I am sorry the Cruikshanks were so dilapidated for I should really like some of his 
pictures.  But there will be opportunities again for it sometime & it will be all right & I dont 
want a torn & busted up copy anyhow_  I dont know what the Hammerton book could have 
been.  Of course the pictures werent etchings.  The original was illustrated with Etchings_  I 
have hunted through that Jenkins book[,] stationary[,] etc.[,] store & havent a very favorable 
opinion of it.  Still they might happen to get in a good thing.  I never saw any bargains there at 
all.  I will salt down that money & we will use it at [ill.] some future time for something.  Darling 
would you believe it[?]  I am going over to the show again tonight_  Miss Weed has gone to 
take tea with Miss Jones & Miss Whipple are going to meet her & then we will all walk home 
together.  I am half afraid the evening will be cloudy.  It is now but it can’t be very dark.  I have 
been fearfully busy all day and feel in good spirits & allready for my letter at 4:30 if ––––– there 
hasn’t been delay.  I told you about Mrs Gidding[s] being homesick.  This evening afternoon she 
was lamenting because a letter which came for her this morning was taken back to the city ([ill.] 
again).  I told her she oughtn’t to mourn.  I had one sent all the way back to New York.  She 
looked up & said “Oh but it wasn’t this kind of a letter.”  I said it was & dropped the subject.  
She is awfully homesick.  Isn’t it lovely that we love our nest so & suffer so when away.  I am 
glad we are so & am glad we do suffer darling when we are apart & I don’t want to feel content 
without you or that you should feel content away from me__  x x—.  



Darling I have gotten & read your dear letter.  My own darling[,] I do love you so & the 
letters are such a help & comfort coming every day_  As to the time of mailing my own[,] I don't 
know about when the letters are stamped but those dated 10 PM are received here as a rule at 
the same time as those dated 9 P.M. viz 1 P.M. two days later_  I judge that you will be all right 
if you get letters in before 9:30_  These letters mailed after 6 PM all get here on the 1 P.M. 
train. Most of them are stamped New York, (Feb 16) 10 PM G. [from “New” on is encircled] & 
they are stamped here Lafayette Feb 18 1. PM.  Rec[eived]d [from “Lafayette on is encircled] or 
whatever the day & month may be_  You ask them at what time the enclosed envelope was 
collected in New York.  It is a sample of the whole lot_  I have some[,] a few[,] dated 9 P.M.  I 
have none dated after 10 P.M. & none dated in the morning__  They are all afternoon or 
evening letters.  If you can as well as not have an extra hour[,] it will be fine even if you dont 
use it for it will relieve you of that hurried feeling & you can’t write as well when it is prodding 
you & I have started an investigation to find out the cause of delay in the Sunday letter, and 
find that if my letter fails at 4:30 I can get it from the later mail at the office at 5:30 while I am 
out for my constitutional[,] so I think darling that you may as well take your time after dinner & 
not strain to catch the 8:30.  At least try it for a while & I will tell you how it works__  Darling I 
am sorry you worried over the dormitory matter & more sorry that you didn’t tell me for this 
was all borrowed trouble.  There has [been] nothing serious enough there to make it worth 
while to worry.  I told you that Darling & I supposed you believed me_  What could I think but 
that.  You must tell me what ails you darling for there is no sense in having any worry over that 
sort of thing.  You needn’t fear my being taken sick.  I am too hardy for any such thing & that is 
the last thing which should trouble you.  I don’t say this boastfully my own.  I only speak from 
what I deem most probable from what I now know__  I have had the bulk of the ordinary 
epidemic contagious diseases and there is small probability of my being sick of anything worse 
than indigestion now & then, and I have been pretty free from that of late.  Don’t let yourself 
worry about that darling if you can control your worry & I don’t know as you can & the blues 
must have some outlet darling.  If we look at it in that light then I won’t say a word & you can 
worry about my health.  If there were real danger I should think it very strange if you kept calm 
so far away & be tempted to send for you _ but there wont be any of that sort of thing I feel 
very sure_  

Effie Effie_   My own darling Ө Effie___  I  have begun the new system of work & dont go 
on duty now till 10:30 except that I attend chapel at 10:15_  It gives me nearly three good hours 
for study & is pay.  I am enjoying my course in Mammalian anatomy[,] have taken the class by 
lecture through a description of the bones & tendons & cartilage, the muscles & the nervous 
system & shall begin in a day or so on the digestive organs.  There is beside that the lungs[,] 
blood vessels[,] kidneys[,] skin & organs of special sense & I see that I have got to shorten up 
considerably or I shall not get through with the anatomies of the body or any where near it.  I 



shall not have quite five weeks more in that course_  I enjoy it the best of any course I am 
running at present.  I am giving the geology class some lectures to supplement the text book.   
(x x Supper) It is now Friday morning after breakfast and I will add a little more to my letter & 
then mail it.  My Darling I didn’t pass a good night for I had one of those horrible dreams and 
awoke glad enough to be at Purdue for once or any where waking in the real world_  We were 
separated as usual and you couldn’t seem to get to me & I couldn’t get to you because of the 
crowd you were in.  So we both had to mourn over our loss_  That is the usual burden of my 
bad dreams about you & I have them very often.  I am so wakeful toward morning & it don’t 
make any difference what time I go to bed in the evening it is so in the morning.  I am too tired 
to get up & yet I cant sleep.  I have always been a good deal troubled in that way ever since I 
first came to Purdue & I dont see why it is.  At night thank heaven I don’t usually have any 
trouble about getting asleep.  Of course I think about my Darling when I awake in the night and 
Darling I realize so strongly now your love that it nearly always drives away the blues if I think 
about it.  I want you terribly.  I wouldn’t for anything go away from you again as I have now & 
long all the time to get back to you.  The show last night was like the others.  The pictures were 
fine but the lecture man a dreadful bore_  I should like to give him a nudge.  One time he 
remarked “’Ere you ’ave a landscape characteristic of the upper Nile” then got the wrong 
picture in & it was the inside of a temple.  He ran on blissfully ignorant till he happened to turn 
around & discover the mistake.  He stopped dead short.  “I would say” then hunted up the 
scrap of dribble about that he had in the notes he read from & then read us what was to be 
seen on the “view before you on the  screen.[”]  I like the pictures for they are fine but 
otherwise his show is a “horrid grind.”  It is great fun to hear the smothered “Oh” of admiring 
persons in the audience over some of the pictures. 

Darling I am glad that you have gotten the stylograph going again.  Why didn’t you tell 
me you had lost the dropper & I would have sent you another.  I thought you had gotten tired 
of the thing & wanted a change perhaps.  I do so sometimes.  I am writing now with my 
calligraphic pen but I don’t like it quite as well as the ordinary pen because of the shape of the 
holder.  You see that it works well.  However that is because it is well filled.  We must be getting 
close upon the month of March I should judge from the breezes.  Yesterday we had one of 
those winds I used to write about last year & we have another today.  The wind chases past 
from the south west as if there was some hurry about its getting to some point NE from here.  
Darling Ө you didn’t send me Ems letter after all.  Have you forgotten to do so?  I should like to 
read it very much.  And Darling please don’t refuse to send me the letter I left behind.  I want 
that too.   I dont want to be punished.  Darling please send it to me.  Oh my Darling[,] I do wish I 
could come to you & spend a day instead of sending this letter.  I want you so darling.  Send me 
a good many darlings & a good many kisses in your letter today Effie my own.  I don’t feel blue 
at all[,] not a bit of that[,] but I do want you so.  I seem to ache all over to hold you & kiss you & 
caress you my own darling darling darling.  It is all in store & I am waiting with all patience but I 



want to see you & hear your voice.  Oh my darling[,] you are such a treasure darling darling 
little girl.   Darling you dont answer my question whether my letters are right or if I write too 
much about one thing.  I could find plenty to write about but this one thing seems to occupy me 
so much that it will get into my letters.  Shall I keep it out more Darling?  My darling remember 
me to all the folks & especially to Mother & Jule.  I haven’t read a word from home in about 
two weeks[,] had only one short letter from Mag since you were there.  She didn’t in any way 
allude to your visit.  I havent written since a day or so after her letter.  I wrote a letter to Carrie 
over three weeks ago about [t]he watch & chains[,] requesting an immediate answer.  If it 
weren’t for Papa & Mamma I shouldn’t write home at all.  Now Darling goodbye with fondest 
love ever for you from your own Harry.                            


