
         Purdue Feb 20 [18]86_ 
Effie my own darling 
 Your letter was received on time this evening.  Darling I am so sorry you were feeling so 
badly.  You poor girl[,] I know just what is the matter with you for I have felt the same way 
myself.  Darling it is very hard that we cant be able to come to each other & help each other 
when we get so blue_  The thing that ails us is sheer lonesomeness_  We get fairly almost wild 
for the sight we love to see & the touch we love to feel.  I know that is my case & I believe the 
same is yours___  Darling[,] you poor girl[,] cheer up & don’t let yourself feel at all that there is 
any thing else to make us fret except the separation.  Darling we both know that there isn’t any 
lack of love & there isn’t any lack of longing.  We are both full of longing & we can’t be happy or 
content.  I feel half wild sometimes but I do control it now.  I feel that I have got to or be made 
miserable enough to be forced to do something desperate.  You have been letting yourself 
think Darling that I am not pleased about your suggesting a trip to Boston[,] havent you 
Darling?  You wrote so in the letter that I thought that you had felt that I wasn’t enthusiastic 
over it.  Darling I wrote about it this very morning again & have had a great many happy 
thoughts about it & what we should do & where we should go.  I am glad Darling that you 
wrote me that you thought that I didn’t like it very much for Darling you were wrong & I want 
to correct that impression__  Darling I am glad you wrote that you are feeling badly since you 
were feeling badly & I want to help you to get out of it & I do hope you are out of it by this 
time.  Darling tell me please if you like my letters[,] if I write the letters that do you the most 
good or if there is anything I can do to help you any.  Darling your peace of mind is very dear to 
me.  I want you to be as happy as possible & if I don’t do all that can be done Darling do tell me.  
Often darling I am very low spirited but I try to leave it aside & do succeed to a large extent.  I 
am tolerably cheerful most of the time and I do want you to be so.  Wont you tell me darling if 
there is anything at all you ever wish that I would do which I don’t do_  Oh Darling my whole 
heart is yours.  I love you with all my heart.  You know it & believe it I know.  I dont fear your 
doubting it at all.  I know you don’t_  Darling I wish that we could somehow get more present 
joy.  I feel that you are very miserable.  Oh I do so wish I could do something to help you_  If 
there is anything the matter Darling wont you tell it to me[,] for Darling we both have agreed 
that complete frankness is our only wise course.  Darling I have written enough about this.  I 
feel dreadfully to have you so blue all the time.  I am beginning to seriously doubt the wisdom 
of our decision to postpone our marriage.  I feel that you are in a very low spirited mood & have 
never recovered from the dreadful condition in which I left you_  I am very much afraid that 
you will be ill from this mental distress.  Darling there is nothing to worry over except the one 
great trouble & that will not last a great while longer.  I am in splendid health.  My prospects 
are bright.  I am as happy as I can be and Darling you must brace up & throw off your blues if 
you can.  I don’t mean[,] my own[,] that you don’t try now for I believe you are struggling with 
them as I am all the time but keep up the fight.  My own precious darling little girl___  You 



know how I long for you & you know how I love you.  Don’t let yourself have any little worries if 
you have any_  Now darling I must leave you.  It has gotten rather cold here & the wood has 
burnt out in the grate & it is so late it wont pay to build up the fire_  I shall finish this tomorrow 
morning.  My darling it is hard to bear this separation.  Wont you write me your thoughts & tell 
me what you are feeling as well as you can darling[?]  I know that we shall get things easier for 
ourselves if you will for I think there must be some thing beside this constant suffering for us if 
we can put our heads together & find it.  Good night my darling[,] my own darling darling 
Effie[,] from your ever faithful loving 
Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө   Harry. 
 

Darling it is now 10:30 a.m.  I had intended to go to church this morning but the time 
has gotten away so fast that I am afraid I shall not be able to make it.  I shall go over as soon as I 
finish this letter and mail this & get your letter Darling.  I hope that before this time you are 
better.  Try very hard not to worry Darling for there is really nothing to worry over _ my own 
except the separation but I mean that all is going right just as we planned & hoped for & all is 
well__  I can’t help feeling alarmed at your low spirits & I do hope my own precious darling that 
you will get over them soon & that will I know help your physical health.  Thank you for Ems 
letter.  It was short & I imagine it somewhat disappointed you darling but it was good in tone.  
Em still feels the same toward you as ever but I guess she is so blue that she can’t write.  She 
don’t tell you the thing that causes her great trouble & I believe it would be far better for you 
both if she would.  Poor girl[,] it is a cruel blow to her.  How much easier would the [ill.] 
circumstances have been had her father failed when he could pay his debts even if it left them 
poor.  For then he would have had hundreds of friends while now every decent person must 
despise him & Em feels that her idol has been proved to be a hollow sham.  Poor girl[,] she must 
feel this & it weighs on her__  Darling if you could see her you would both be helped but it can’t 
be done by letter unless he first makes the move toward it.  She is a fine woman and this 
sorrow will in time pass away but it will bring several years of deeper sorrow to her than her 
fathers death could have caused.  Darling I return the letter and am glad you sent it for the bit 
about the butter_  But I didn’t need that to tell me what Em is for I have changed my mind since 
the letter I wrote which stirred you up so much.  I will write again today my regular Sundays 
letter but Darling I must leave you now.  Darling tell me if there is anything at all I can do[,] 
wont you Ө.  Love beyond measure darling from your Harry 
 


