
         Purdue Feb 24 [18]86__ 
My own darling darling Effie___  
 Your dear comfortable letter came on time this P.M.  I have just finished reading it.  It 
was like a comforting medicine & has done me good_  It is now half an hour I guess before the 
somewhat irregular supper time & I can write some before the bell rings & want to make a start 
so as to send you a longer letter if possible than the one I wrote last night.  I am so lonely.  I 
want my girl and I can’t get settled & comfortable without her.  But I am not blue or miserable 
over it and am getting along pretty well.  Darling you haven’t told me yet about the chair-letter.  
I guess you mean to punish me for insinuating that you were trying to sell me about it.  I didn’t 
mean that I believed you were fooling me & I dont believe it.  I believe I did leave the letter & I 
can’t seem to remember it at all the letter I left_  You needn’t to be afraid to write about it lest 
it will make us any trouble for it wouldn’t do that I know_  Darling we are getting along finely 
this term so far as any trouble between ourselves goes[,] aren’t we?  I guess we are past that 
sort of thing & am so glad of it.  Did you really think that I meant by asking you if there was any 
thing about my letters which I could improve so as to make them more helpful to you to 
suggest that you ask the same question?  I didn’t mean that at all.  You seemed so blue last 
week that I felt very anxious to be able to help all I could & I wanted you to tell me if there was 
any thing I could do_  I never tho’t of the other construction & didn’t mean it a bit.  The letters 
are so good & many many times help me just when I need it & when I need it I haven’t a 
thought of fault much less a word of fault to find with them.  We shall both be only too glad 
when we can stop this way of communicating and the time draws closer all the time.  We shall 
in a week more have less than one hundred days.  We shall be happy[,] oh so very very happy[,] 
when all this trial is over_  I think in the summer we shall not be so bad about thinking about 
others than ourselves as we were last summer_  I was very selfish last summer.  We shall not be 
any less necessary to each other next summer but we will be able to let other people have 
some good of us and not be miserable & enjoy visiting with our friends more_  We shall not find 
it so hard to let them stay with us in the evening for we shall not be obliged to part at a certain 
early hour every night as we had to do then.  I feel sure that in that way we shall be much 
better behaved.  Last summer at Madison I was sort of half wild when you were visiting with my 
folks & in New York I imagine you were some what so when I was visiting with yours___  But it 
wont be so next summer for we shall not feel that every moment in which we are apart is lost 
out to our too short holiday.  There goes the bell & I must wash off the Lab dirt & go to supper.  
Ө  Ө  Ө  [(]I can kiss you can’t I tho I do feel a little dirty?)  Darling Darling Darling  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ɵ 

I am going up in a few minutes to read “Civil War” but I will add a page or two & then 
finish after I come back.  I am very tired this evening.  I put in a hard days work and feel very 
tired in the Psoas muscle[,] the muscle which bends the back.  Darling you wrote last night[,] at 
least it was in the letter I read last night[,] that you were almost afraid that we two would be so 
happy that every one would know we were just married by our faces.  Perhaps the same 
happiness over being united last spring was what made the old man on the steamboat think we 
were married.  But I think we shall be all right in that regard.  At any rate I guess we wont either 
of us want to delay the wedding on that account[,] do you__  I expect to be very very happy.  
The thought of our happiness dwells with me now much of the time & is a joy & comfort to 
me__  What  a joy it will be to go about together as we shall & even the journey west will not 
be as hard a trial as it would be otherwise for we shall both feel that it is the beginning of our 



real every day life & the whole Summer will be a sort of holiday to us__  Darling how I wish it 
was here & not four months (almost) away_  My own darling[,] I do not feel any concern about 
the wedding.  I know it will be pleasant & a pleasure to our friends & I feel sure that every thing 
will be lovely no matter if we do get worried before hand over it.  I shall be sorry to have it a 
church wedding & no reception at all for the sake of our friends[,] if it has to be that[,] but I 
shall not mind it so personally but I should like the house part my self &I know that it would 
please the friends better as we have all along tho’t.  We shall not either of us be thinking much 
about outside things then I guess for it will be a solemn event in our lives & make us very 
thoughtful_  Darling if you want to write me about anything connected with it I want you to feel 
perfectly free to do it for Darling it doesn’t bore me at all & on the contrary I like it & we shall 
probably be compelled to do a good deal of thinking & planning by letter.  Now Darling I must 
stop again but I shall soon be back to finish__  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Here I am back Darling Ө  Ө & now I 
will finish my letter.  It is now 8:30 & I have read since 7:30 or at least listened & commented.  
We were reading about the battle of Shiloh & the account of it by Draper is quite good but not 
as graphic as the account by Greel[e]y.  It does not agree very closely with Greel[e]ys account & 
of course I have no means of knowing which is right.  Draper is a strong devotee of Grant as a 
leader & commander & so [ill.] I so I like Drapers view better.  Still I think Grant was to blame 
for not having better information about the movements of the Rebs____  We are all very tired 
tonight & I guess that there must be some bad weather on the way which has spread a 
premonitory cloak over us.  It has already begun to rain and we have had so much nice weather 
lately that I suppose we may look for some thing quite different.  March[,] the month of 
winds[,] is trotting along & will be here in four days more__  Darling how I keep on the lookout 
ahead for the new months.  Four more weeks in this term.    

Did I tell you that Huston has gone to Washington?  He has gone to attend a meeting of 
the United States Weather observers.  He is the chief signal officer for the state of Indiana & 
how he hates it but he don’t mind attending the annual meeting at Washington all the same_  
What do you think about my taking that work if Dr Smart wants me to do it.  I havent much idea 
I will.  Dr. S. said today that he thinks we shall have a much larger number of students here next 
year than ever.  He is very confident of it.  He will have to employ more instructors.  He thinks 
the attendance for the year will be second or third of the colleges in this state[,] probably 
second.  He feels very sanguine & I think that the outlook for the future is very bright.  Of 
course this pleases me on account of the way it may be expected to affect us_  I feel sure that 
we can expect nearly a hundred in the freshman class next year and that will mean a number of 
classes split up into two or three divisions & assistance for the professors_  I don’t feel any 
doubt of my position here & think we are wholly justified in building our hopes on more than 
$1000.  Dr Smart spoke to me one day about trying to induce some lady to come here and give 
music lessons to the lady pupils if any wanted it as part of their course of study.  His scheme 
was for the person to hire a house & put several pianos into it & run a sort of conservatory.  It 
struck me that possibly it might be worth while to think of it.  For instruction and piano use the 
pupil could be charged say $25 per quarter with three quarters a year & the piano could be 
rented for $40 for the time & used by say three pupils each a couple of hours per day___  Two 
pianos & thus six pupils would thus pay pretty well if any such scheme were pract[ical]___  
Lessons could be given twice a week & the pupils left alone the rest of the time.  Of course we 
couldn’t live in the same house with the practise[,] at least while it was going on[,] but we could 



perhaps fire it up some how.  He tho’t that the thing would be a paying scheme & would be 
popular with the students as well.  He spoke of facilities for both vocal & instrumental music__   

$75 x 6 =  $450 _    
Piano            80    
                 $270_ 

 
If we could get him to furnish rooms for the pianos here on the premises at no cost to us it 
would seem as if $250 could be made without great labor on your part.  This is however a semi 
wild scheme of his & I rather guess that it was not a real definite project.  But he has often 
wished we could give the young ladies music.  I feel pretty sure that some of the town students 
would be glad to take of you[,] come to you for lesson & fill up the odd hour sometime during 
the day which you would hardly miss & could charge one dollars for.  Dr. S[mart]. would be 
inclined to let them substitute music for a line of college study.  But of this more at some future 
time.  I am not very anxious to have you give lessons & dont believe I will allow it if the lessons 
would fall at an hour when I might want to be with you but I wont begin to boss you yet Darling 
& I guess I never shall be very hard_  My dear girl Ө I wish so that I could see you.  I want to see 
you awfully & I don’t feel as if I could wait until June__  Darling[,] good night[,] my own darling  
__  with love & tenderest love __ & longing & with “lots” of kisses for your sweet lips  ___ 
 from your 
     Harry.                          

 


