
                   Purdue  Feb 26 [18]86_ 
My own darling Effie_ 
     I shall be glad when you are done going to Orange for it always tires you out completely 
& I dont at all approve of your becoming so completely worn out.  I think you go too hard on 
that day & do wish that you could ease it off in some way.  I always look for news of a collapse 
on Friday night & am so glad that it has not yet been any worse but it is far worse than I like to 
have it.  Darling women are so different from men.  Huston didn’t feel at all displeased with me 
for writing as I did on Sunday & what he said was a joke_  We smoked and talked awhile after 
dinner and he then had some work to do & went at it & [I] began to write.  It dont bother me to 
have any one with me when I write and I stopped every now & then and talked with him & I 
know he didn’t care whether I had been writing or reading.  Men are different from women I 
guess about visiting for women I imagine talk all the time but men only talk at intervals.  I know 
he didn’t think that I was using him a bit or making a convenience of him.  I went up to Miss 
Weeds room this ev[enin]g.  She was dressed & lying in her lounge & feels very much better 
today.  Her throat it is very sore but her aches have departed & she feels very chipper.  I took 
up Emersons Essays & read the one called Social Aims.  We enjoyed it very much indeed.  Miss 
Whipple was in the room all the time so we didn’t have a chance for much private talk.  Miss 
W[eed]. will not come downstairs for two or three days yet & I guess the rest will do her a great 
deal of good_  Miss Wh[ipple]. has been having trouble about her letters.  Her beau has carried 
one about two days in his pocket before he mailed it.  Isn’t he a fine specimen[?]  I would stop 
writing if I didn’t take any more interest in it than that.  Her letters have been very irregular in 
the mails.  Those for four consecutive days arrived in one batch_  I have Miss Wh[ipple]. alone 
at meals now.  It isn’t the best arrangement I could devise but it is better than to be alone for 
she is convenient to pass things.  Your article on Limulus has been copied into the Journal of the 
Royal Microscopical Society of England.  What do you think of that?  Yesterday Darling I 
received a book from a M. Barrois of Lille_ entitled Les glandes du pied et les pores aquiféres 
chez les lamellibranches _  It has 165 pages of text & ten fine lithographic plates.  It is written in 
French_  Now if you were here you could read it for me_  As it is I shall be forced to tackle it 
alone.  I have read some of this writers papers before & feel complimented because he sent me 
this article entirely without solicitation on my part_  Cassie & Co _ have just begun a new library 
of cheap books & the library called the National Library is edited by Morley.  It has some good 
things.  I bought the Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin the other day & find that it is very 
interesting.  The numbers are 10 cents each & contain about 200 pages__  I am very much 
interested in the great smoky_still [The Prophet of the Great Smoky Mountains].  The author got 
off a bran[d] new word (to me) just a bit ago.  It was threnody.  “The woods sang their 
threnody.”  See if you can find out what it means____ 

I had a real good letter from Mag this evening.  I was quite surprised at one so soon 
after Carries_  She wrote as if she really enjoyed it.  I wish I could hear from both her & Carrie 
every week & then it would be far more comfortable for me____  You wrote about Mame 
Hiller.  Darling I shouldn’t be at all surprised if she & Conkling would patch up some new 
arrangement now that she will be there when she will be sure to see him.  Like you I don’t quite 
expect it & yet I shouldn’t consider it unexpected if it should occur_  Mame did certainly change 
fearfully from the first summer I knew her_  She was another girl in the summer we were there 
together & after that was never quite the same__  It is a case of a girl with a strong feeling 



getting stranded upon the wrong man.  I believe that she loves this man yet[,] at least did love 
him till last winter through every thing & the poor girl has suffered an awful lot__  We do not 
know how he has represented things to her & she must have loved him even in spite of 
knowing he wasn’t worthy of her_  I feel very sorry for her for this experience has marred her 
life in part & she will never be the person she would have been _ I believe.  Of course you can’t 
ever return to your old liking for her & it can never be what it would have been if your intimacy 
had never been broken__  I suppose she is with you at present.  You will write me about her 
visit.  

Now Darling I must leave you & go to bed.  It is now about 11 oclock.  I didn’t “get to 
write” early this evening for I had some work at the lab I was anxious to do but darling I have 
told you the news & I want to add the  love part but it has been present all through tho perhaps 
you didn’t notice it.  I wonder if you did?  Good night little girl[,] my Effie[,] with love & love & 
love without stint and Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө 

from your Harry_____ 
 
Ө 

My darling I forgot to thank you for sending me the notice of Prof[essor] Harringtons 
death_  I had not seen it but knew that he was very low & would probably not live through the 
winter.  We all loved him very much & the notice you saw did not overstate one bit the 
beautiful character of the man_  He was universally known to the students as Harry.  Darling I 
wish I could see you_  I want you very much.  Letters arent like the real thing & I long so for a 
real kiss.  My own[,] how I do love you__  I must mail this now Darling but I shall think of you all 
day_  Goodbye   Ө  Ө  Ө 

Your own loving 
       Harry. 

  


