
         Purdue Mar 3 [18]86 
My own darling Effie_ 

Your dear dear letter came this morning & the one due today has been delayed.  I went 
over to the city this evening hoping to get it in the 5:30 mail but it wasnt there.  I do not believe 
that the delay is caused by the time you mailed at New York.  I think it is due to a failure to 
connect at Toledo.  I think I shall be able to figure the thing out before long__  Your Sunday 
letter was very interesting.  What a cute youngster T[en].E[yck]. is.  He is certainly remarkably 
original_  It must be about impossible to resist laughing over his cute doings & talking about 
them before him.  How soon does Lieut[enant]. R[eynolds]. have to go away[?]  It cant be more 
than three or four weeks more_  It will be very hard for them.  How nice if he could be ordered 
to some place on this side of the globe_  But as he is a republican and has had his fun I presume 
he will be sent to the India Squadron or to some other antipodal region_  I think your analysis of 
Mame Hellers position & the causes leading to it & the affect on her of [the] Conkling Episode 
was very sound indeed and very well put.  You have I think hit the nail square on the head.  
Mame with a naturally lively disposition has degenerated very near to the line which separates 
liveliness from frivolity I am afraid & of late I have failed utterly to find any serious side to her 
character.  I should consider it a most fortunate thing for her to meet & form a strong 
attachment to some one who could by centering her interest in him lead her where she 
belongs_  She has good traits & is smart & bright & pretty well informed & if she could have 
some serious deep interest to balance her I think she might still make a fine woman_  She is 
running to waste now I am afraid tho’ I haven’t seen her of late.  I hope Darling that you helped 
her & think very likely you did for I know your talk would encourage her in the right direction.  
You didn’t say any more about servants so I assumed that the new ones at least stayed over 
Sunday__  I am so glad to hear the good news about your improved health.  It has given me a 
great deal of concern for I have felt sure you were not feeling very peach either mentally or 
physically.  I want you to be all right both ways_  I am so well myself that I hate to have any one 
sick & feel that they must suffer a great deal.  I have scarcely had a headache this year & none 
this term.  I cant say that I am well for I am not so mentally wholly but I am doing very well 
considering______   

Darling I hadn’t told you that I finished the Prophet of the Great Smoky M[oun]t[ai]ns.  It 
is a very strong work[,] particularly in the bold relief into which the characters are brought.  
They reveal themselves by their words.  The conversation is splendidly worked out.  I do not 
know whether on any scenes beside those rugged mountains & their people she would do as 
well but certainly she does that with the utmost vividness.  The story is very tragic[,] ends with 
the death of the Prophet in a very violent & terrible manner & a sacrifice he has voluntarily 
made for his enemy and the shattering of a young girls ideal.  She discovers that her lover is not 
the hero she supposed & refuses to marry him.  I object to reading tragedy now-a-days for I 
don’t care to be made blue by it but I got chained to that story before I knew it was going to be 
tragic.  I have laid in one of Aldrich’s to read next called the Stillwater Tragedy.  I didn’t know it 
was really tragic when I got it but Miss Weed has read it & says it is.  I have half a mind to give it 
up__  I wonder Darling if your curiosity is aroused over what I was at work on last evening.  I 
have put all this evening from 6 — 10 on it again.  Nothing to compare with the time you have 
put on things for me_  So you have heard the last of the operas _  I am sorry for they were such 
a pleasure & treat to you.  Will the extra time hang heavily on your hands?  You dear girl[,] how 



I wish I could come & pay you a visit.  I want to see you so awfully my own darling_  I would 
take those Saturday afternoons if I only could.  Miss W[eed]. went to school today & she feels 
much better than she did for her rest.  She didn’t suffer at all from being sick & the trouble was 
more a blessing than anything else_  Miss Wh[ipple]. has had such blue letters from her beau 
that she has written to his mother for advice as to whether she had better leave here at the end 
of the term.  I think she will probably leave.  She would[,] I think[,] rather not give up what she 
has undertaken[,] tho she is homesick[,] but I think she will prob[ably]. go.  I can’t imagine what 
she ever came for[,] for she didn’t make any thing financially & is to be married about as soon 
as Mr.[,] I forget his name’s[,] school closes__  I shall not miss her.  Miss W[eed]. likes her 
better than at first but I guess she will be glad rather than sorry if she goes_  Purdue news 
tonight dont amount to much.  No boys have been suspended or done any things bad enough 
to bring down on them the wrath of the powers.  A book agent in female form tackled me today 
to buy Lords lectures.  I was much tempted to buy them for you but I hate to encourage book 
agents in the slightest.  She wanted the enormous price of $5. per volume for them and I think I 
can buy them for much less_  How should you like me to get them for you sometime[?]  I know 
you like them very much?    

Darling Darling Darling __ how often I think of you & wonder what you are doing_  I can 
feel sure that I can guess somewhat nearly what you are thinking.  My precious little girl __ we 
are creeping along toward June.  Less than one hundred days to the close of the school & then 
___  Goodbye Purdue & loneliness __  Darling Darling Ө  Ө  Ө.  My own[,] distance dont keep 
our hearts apart does it.  How they seek each other at all our working hours_  I sometimes 
almost believe that there is some way of which they communicate which we can’t tell about_ 

 Goodnight Effie my own Darling.  With a heart full of deepest fondest love 
         from your Harry. 
 

So you weren’t angry because I sent a kiss on the env[elope]. 
Ө   Ө   Ө   Ө   Ө   Ө   Ө    
 
Oh my own[,] if I could only come to you in place of this letter.  Ө  Darling I only have a moment 
now to send more love.   There is so much & I want you so to take it for I can’t control it or do 
any thing with it & perhaps you can use it__  Love & kisses my own Darling    __ from Harry __ 

              











 


