
         Purdue Mar 4 [18]86_ 
My own Effie __ Darling 
 I will write first this evening for I want to write a better letter if possible than the one of 
last evening or the one before that.  I have just finished reading Civil War & after an hour and a 
half with you[,] my own[,] shall still have time to look over tomorrows Geology lesson_  I meant 
last night to have written you some of the words that C.E. Craddock uses.  She has a weakness 
for new or unusual words which I dont fancy especially if she brings them in a second or third 
time.  I didn’t cull out nearly all, but here are some which I have never seen before.  Raucously 
[,] hoarsely (not in use_)  Monody _  Ardent used in describing the flowers of the Trumpet 
creeper.  It means fiery & is not a good word any how for the color is not fiery red but coral red 
and she might have used tuliporous more truthfully[,] the coral being called tulipone _  She also 
used Rayonnant meaning Radiant.  I think that the use of so many of these antique words is 
pedantic & I don’t wholly enjoy it except when there is some very good point.  Their mere use 
merely because old & unusual I do not consider in the best taste.  I look for two or three per 
chapter & they come along somewhere as often as that.  Burgeoning for budding is not good so 
far as I can see and Threnody as mournful tune is wholly meaningless today & I don’t know that 
it ever was current.  I do not however object to the story as a whole.  I think it is fine and 
consider this only a very minor blemish_  I think I may even stand alone here, but I do feel that 
the transition from that dialect with words I never heard before to these words of old English is 
a sort of anachronism_ 
 Darling I got your letters[,] both of them[,] today[,] the Tuesdays letter this morning & 
the tardy Mondays letter this evening.  I should like to know what has gotten into the mail all of 
a sudden.  Darling I was thinking yesterday about the sealskin sack & wondering what you had 
decided to do about it & meant to ask you tonight.  It seems like a great expenditure but I shall 
feel glad to have you have the sack & I know you will enjoy it.  Of course you won’t want to buy 
one that don’t wholly please you and if you don’t find one that just entirely suits you leave it 
alone for if you have got to be fussing to change it[,] it will only be an aggravation & bother and 
you had better keep out of it.  I shall be quite anxious to learn what your decision will be.  Do 
you want any money[?]  I can send you some if you want it.  I will send all your money at Ap[ri]l 
1st if you want it[,] if not[,] as much as you want.  We are getting along toward April first.  The 
first school week of March is pretty well broken into already & there are only three more in this 
term.  I am so glad of it for the spring term always goes fastest of all the year & time will go 
pretty fast then.  Darling Ө  Ө  Ө.  My own I had a nice letter from Sue this evening.  She wrote 
me about the horrible windstorm.  We haven’t had any of it here.  I guess it got blown out 
before it got here.  She said that they hadn’t been away from the house for some days.  I hope 
they got your note in time for someone to go down on Tuesday & guess they did for Sues letter 
was mailed on Monday afternoon from Madison__  She went for me for not writing home more 
regularly and said I have a letter from home every week.  I shall after this write to papa or 
mamma a note every Sunday & then answer Mag & Carrie as often as they write & at about the 
same intervals_  Sue wrote a long & very good letter_  She is going to Philad[elphi]a on 
Saturday so that is settled.  It is the first I had heard of it except thro’ you_ Darling.  You will get 
this on Sunday.  I hope you will if all goes right.  How I wish I could go in its place_  Darling I do 
want you awfully.  It seems now as if the time goes faster than it did when I first got back.  
Those weeks for awhile were awful long.  It don’t seem so unendurable as it did then & yet it 



seems very hard to do without you_  I dreamed that I kissed you the other night & it was very 
sweet at the time but I awoke so soon & found out that it was all a dream__  But in less than 
four months we shall be together and then we shall make up for the lost time.  I am so glad that 
we have so bright an event to look forward to as June will bring us_  Darling I am so glad that 
the servants are so satisfactory & I hope that they wont peter out.  They start out very 
promisingly.  I want you to tell me about some of the houses you look at if you get time & what 
the house prospects appear to be__  What a grind it will be to move & I presume you will have 
no one to put into the new house for the Ellises & Underwoods will depart & I dont know about 
the Porters but Maggie & the Lieut[enant] of course will leave so that you will be about 
deserted.  Doesn’t she take kindly to the scheme of lying off all summer & not beginning till Fall.  
I think that would be a good notion & She could have such a good chance to visit around.  I am 
obliged to Mame for her invitation & we will lay it up & perhaps pay her a visit.  It would be a 
place I should like very much indeed to visit.  I hope we can do it & we may perhaps be able to 
go there from Warwick.  O but wont we have a good time going about together[,] my wife and 
I__  You dear dear girl[,] I shall be so happy to have you always with me_  I am grinding pretty 
hard just at present.  I am working on the geology which takes a couple of hours per day[,] also 
getting up my zoology lectures and running the anatomy class___  I enjoy the whole thing very 
much but it keeps me pretty busy.  I think I shall not be bothered by waking too early mornings 
anymore.  Of late I have been bothered to wake at all & dont wake up till the first comers are 
half done breakfast.  The Purdue Scientific Society has been flourishing this year.  There are 
good attendances at the meetings and good papers as against last year at this time when there 
was hardly any thing.  I take some personal credit for this for I have made the bill of fare each 
time & advertised the matter pretty well & think we are reaping the benefit of this policy.  Last 
year Prof[essor] Thompson started a similar art club but toward the end of the year it petered 
out & he didn’t reorganize it.  I saw that book agent-fiend about today.  She steered clear of me 
however_  I think it is a shame that such persons are permitted to go loose_  I havent told you 
lately what I am doing on the piano.  I practise the scales still & have gotten them fairly slowly 
but not well fast & am trying them faster.  Then I play at random more I guess than is good for 
my fingers but enough to give me a good deal of comfort.  I often wonder if Mrs Stockton gets 
bored at random chords in every key for half an hour at a time but I like it & she dont say any 
thing & her daughter plays things that bore me fearfully[,] e.g. Bohemian Girl.  The piano has 
such a rich tone.  Some of the chords are so soothing.  I play after breakfast half an hour often 
now [we] have breakfast so early & it gets me waked up & in a good frame of mind & sane for 
work.  I am through breakfast at about 7:20 or 7:25 and still in a semi comatose condition.  
What is the news from Florida[?]  Jule you said is at the Creamers.  Is there any thing new there.  
I wonder how soon the colonel will be moved to the back of the north wind or some equally 
inaccessible post.  They are worse off now than they would be in Indiana I believe.  I should 
have been so glad to see the Morgan Pictures.  Did you get time to see the etchings I wrote to 
you about[?]  They were said to be very fine[,] some of them.  Whatever became of Jules 
screen?  I guess you would have told me if she had sold it.  You see Darling I am in a terribly 
interrogational mood tonight.  You asked me a question.  I must not forget to answer[,] viz why 
a spark will fire a whole building & not a few sticks in a grate.  The answer is “pure cussedness.”  
According to my observation things dependent on chance will go wrong 9 times out of ten.  So 
long as you tried to make the fire go[,] you tried in vain.  As soon as you gave it up & [ill.] to 



really make it[,] off she goes.  If I have just one match it goes out.  If I have two for safety the 
first one goes & I dont need the second.  Why if a cuff button falls on the floor will it roll under 
the farthest corner of the bureau when it could roll out into the floor twice as easy?  Why is the 
thing you want always the last to turn up no matter in what order you hunt for it.  I have tested 
the thing in a billion cases & only about ten times has a thing happened right when the chances 
were even__  The fates the old Greeks & Romans believed in were mighty handy I tell you.  Well 
I have answered your question as I answer it to my self.  I don’t know why things go a so 
crooked so often.  Now my precious Effie[,] I must stop & do a little work & then drop into bed.  
My darling how I do love you_  I can’t be happy without you.  I need you with me to cheer me 
up & comfort me.  I want my little girl_  You dear dear girl[,] you have made yourself so dear to 
me that now I can’t get along without you_  I hope Darling that you will have a quiet happy 
Sunday with time for your letter & time for a good visit with Mother and time to rest.  Darling 
my Darling[,] I know how you want you me & you know how I want you.  We couldn’t tell each 
other anything about it if we didn’t know how it is ourselves as well.  Goodnight my own 
precious darling little girl 

 from your Harry. 
 

       Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө 
         More love & sweet kisses _ Ө 

 
 


