
        Purdue Mar 5th [18]86_ 
My own darling darling Effie Ө 

I received your letter this evening at 4:30 but we were in faculty meeting & the meeting 
lasted till 6:15 & then[,] as I had promised to go with Huston to supper[,] I had to hurry away 
without reading it & have now (9. PM)  just gotten back & finished reading it.  I am much 
alarmed over the threats of neuralgia & hope you wont have any serious attack.  I am very glad 
that you didn’t go to Orange & think you did the most judicious thing in staying away_  I am 
very glad you didn’t risk going for I don’t want any thing like a repetition of your suffering last 
year.  Isn’t it strange that the thing don’t let up[,] this cold wave you are having.  It isn’t 
especially cold here & the sun has shone brightly for many days until today.  Today it has 
signaled snow a good deal but the sun has been out part of the time.  I enjoyed your account of 
the pictures very much indeed and you [are] capital at description.  I shall not pretend to 
remember them for all future time.  I am not good at that but I enjoy the description very much 
as I read it.  I don’t even remember pictures let alone descriptions.  I never heard before of 
Beyle but that is nothing.  He may be very fine all the same.  I do wish I could see the 
collection_  So the girls missed it.  They perhaps cant get away on account of Sues departure.  
You may be sure they would be glad enough to come if possible. We had an awfully long faculty 
meeting today but not a stupid one.  There was a great deal of business to transact_  I had 
promised Huston to go to Supper with him so I went right over with him & had a good square 
meal (Mrs. Stockton is showing symptoms of backslism) and after supper went to his room for a 
talk about our experiences with students or as he always denominates them the “kids.”  He 
finds that he has about as hard a time as I do to get them to think any.  It seems to be contrary 
to their nature to think.  My weeks work as far as classes go is over and I shall now have two 
days of let up.  I wish I could drop into New York & spend those two days with a certain Effie 
Loag my cousin.  I could spare the time well enough for her but shall[,] since I shall stay here[,] 
find my self very busy tomorrow I expect_  Oh you dear girl[,] it is hard to be as far from you & 
to realize that my being with you would be such a happiness to you as well as to me_  Darling it 
is so sweet to be so beloved & I am so glad you love me so.  I could love you without your loving 
me.  I once thought I did but it makes it so far sweeter to have you so fond of me_  I think of 
you all the time & often & often think of this precious thought that you love me so & want me 
so.  How sweet that thought is to us both.  How we wanted it to be so once & how glad we are 
now we know it is so_  Darling I was thinking tonight as I as walking home of the dreadful 
desolation it would make if one of us should die & then I thought of Mother and her life since 
your father had died and during his sickness as she saw clearer & clearer that she must lose 
him.  Darling I don’t wonder that she thinks of losing you she feels terribly sometimes.  She 
centered all her love on her children after her husband died & now she realizes how very near 
the time is coming when you will be taken away from her_  We ought to be very careful not to 
give her the least unnecessary pain_  I know how you feel about leaving her Darling & yet that 



you couldn’t stay & let me go again & I know what that means in regard to your attachment to 
me___  My own I do wish so that the separation need never come at all__  But it will come & 
you will leave “father & mother & cleave to your husband” to quote the apostle[,] not quite 
literally in this case__ but the attachment you leave is very very strong.  And yet we have both 
gone so far in our love for each other that no tie seems strong enough to prevail against this.  
We simply must have each other.  Darling I think of these things so often.  Your sorrow in my 
departure, your wanting me so from day to day, your affectionate ways when we are together 
& the dear things in your letters, all these things & many more go through my mind again & 
again when I walk alone & I feel again your lips & hear your voice & see your eyes & it is all so 
real & all for me My Effie __  It helps me to bear the separation to think of all these things & 
know so positively that you feel so strong a love__  Knowing your nature as I do I can 
understand what a love it is I have won__  Oh Effie my own[,] I am so thankful for it.  Darling I 
do love you so very dearly.  You know it & yet you don’t have as strong proofs of my love as you 
give me of yours.  You can’t for I only gain when you come to me & you leave so much behind.  
Your confidence in me & willingness to come to me & entrust yourself to me speaks such 
volumes darling.  You can’t realize how very much they tell.  All this makes me very happy & I 
long for the time when you will take your place at my side & we shall walk together always__  
You dear girl[,] I shall try so hard to make you happy always & I know that we shall be happier 
far than we have ever known before_  Darling the time draws closer every day.  Another month 
or so & you will begin to think of making active preparations.  I told you I would let you know 
the first of March & I have not yet told you what to do_  I don’t want to hurry things for I may 
make a mistake.  I believe I can’t do any thing by trying to hurry things.  I don’t want Dr Smart 
to say he can promise me $1000 for if I go on on that figure & let him know we expect to marry 
on no more than that then I shall not be able to tell him I cant get along on so little.  On the 
other hand I don’t think that until the Trustees meet I can get him to promise any more_  I 
should advise you to tell the pupils you would stop at May first.  That would give you seven 
weeks in which to get ready & I don’t see how you can want more tho you would do well to 
have the rest from April First.  Write me Darling what you think about this.  Of course if you 
think you had better stop the pupils at April First you ought to tell them at once_  You dear 
girl[,] I wish I had things all settled.  Dr Smart promised me that I should know by Feb[ruary] 
first but he didn’t and so it goes.  I don’t want to make any mistake.  Perhaps I had better tackle 
him about the thing.  I do think he ought to tell me & would if he knew but I suppose he can’t 
till he has planned matters with the trustees.  We are sure of the one thousand dollars & we 
can get along on that well enough so I feel safe but I don’t think it is as much as I shall be able 
to get out of him.  If Miss Whipple leaves he will want some help in the Academy & I may do 
some work there for a consideration.   If I could get fifty dollars out of that it would be a help & 
I could probably find time for it in some way[,] especially in the spring term.  Darling I hope you 
will not feel any anxiety about things because they havent cleared up yet.  I am doing all I can 



and I feel sure that they will work out all right.  If there should be a hitch[,] which I have no 
reason to foresee at all[,] I am sure that we can make some other plan work for I feel confident 
that I can find work elsewhere.  But I don’t think there is the slightest reason to be alarmed & I 
fully expect at least $1400 here next year_  Write me Effie what you think & don’t let yourself 
get blue over things for there isn’t any thing to be blue about & it wont do any good to be blue 
any how_  Now there is a dear good girl & how I wish I could have you in my arms & kiss you & 
tell you some thing in your ear_  If you wish me to I will tackle Dr Smart at once but if you are 
content to leave it to me I will leave matters a little & go cautiously for I really think that is 
better.  He expects to keep me & I don’t want him to get the idea I must stay at all hazards.  I 
want to be rather independent with him__  Now my precious girl[,] I must leave you.  Oh my 
own[,] I am so fond of you.  Life without you isn’t worth a great deal & I want you all the time.  
Love & kisses and much petting my Darling from your Harry___ 


