
         No. 54 West 46th St. 
         N.Y. Mar. 26th 1886. 
My own darling Harry, 
 I am a good deal better this morning.  My head still aches, but the fever is all gone, but 
you ought to see the result of the fever on my lip.  I have an enormous fever blister that runs 
from the inside of my lip to the outside, & then along down till it gets half way to the end of my 
chin, and there it ends, but that is only the length of it.  The thing is about as broad as it is long, 
and you can imagine what a beauty I am.  Any one could accuse me of having “too much lip.”  It 
was too bad darling that I had to miss writing yesterday, but I didn’t have a minute during the 
day, and I came home completely played out, and real sick, and after I came in I found that I 
might as well give up fighting and go to bed, so I didn’t go to dinner.  I tho’t that I’d feel better 
after I had rested awhile, but I kept getting worse all the time.  Ada told me that they were 
going out, to be gone till after eleven, and if I wanted to write, I could go in her room.  This was 
what I intended to do, but when I tried to get up about a eight o’clock I felt so awfully weak, 
and a terrible faintness came over me, and I had to give up and go to bed.  Mamma said she’d 
write to you, and said she’d be careful & not frighten you about it.  I told her to give you my 
love, & tell you that I’d write today.  Well she forgot all about sending my love, and so she had 
to add that afterwards, and when she had done it she told me that she had put “Effie sends a 
bushel of love.”  I told her that I hadn’t told her to limit the am’t[,] that I hadn’t been in the 
habit of measuring it, and that she needn’t have said how much love, but the thing was done, 
and so it was sent, but really I didn’t send such a little bit of love as that.  I sent more than I 
could measure measure but I guess you understood, or rather you will understand that.  Well 
darling after the letter had gone, I kept getting worse, and finally I developed a good deal of 
fever, and mamma got quite frightened about me, and de tho’t  along towards midnight that 
she’d  have to have the doctor, but I objected, and her treatment has brought me around all 
right.  I was really alarmed myself, for I kept feeling such a deathly faintness, and at last 
mamma had to give me brandy, and that seemed to revive me a little, and the aconite broke 
the fever, but I didn’t have a very peaceful night, and didn’t get up very early this morning, but I 
guess that I am all right again now, and as well off as if I had had the doctor.  I think I’ll be able 
to go to Madison tomorrow.  I hate to go with such a looking lip but I’m not going to stay home 
for it tho’ it is really disgusting, & seems to be spreading, and the sore takes in almost the entire 
lower lip.  It is worse this afternoon than it was this A.M.  I have had a hard time trying to write 
this letter.  When I had written less than half the first page Uncle Theo came, and after he left I 
came back again, and when I was just commencing the 3rd page when your Aunt Electa & 
Mamie came, and that used up the rest of the time till lunch time, and goodness only knows 
what luck is in store for me now.  Mr. Porter is still here, and it is uncertain how long he will 
stay, so yesterday I moved all my things out of the room, and now I haven’t a place to go and be 
alone.  The Ellises have come back & I cant go in their rooms to write, and I am interrupted 
about every five minutes down here.  Maggie is very sick today, and so we are looking out for 
Ten Eyck.  Darling I rec’d your dear letter this morning before I got up, and I was so very glad to 
get it.  I am awfully sorry about the news from Purdue, for I did hope for something better.  Dr. 
Smart talks very fine, but I must say that I think that if he feels as he says he does, that he might 
have told you the result of the meeting as soon as possible, and this he certainly didn’t do.  He 
waited nearly a week, if not all of that time, after the meeting, and then you had to hunt him 



down, & force it out of him.  At least that is the way I suppose it was, for in the note I had 
yesterday, you said that he had not spoken to you yet, that you had been waiting for him to 
speak first, but that you wouldn’t walk away longer, and would hunt him out and settle it, and I 
suppose this was what you had to do.  I think as long as he promised to let you know, that it 
would have been the decent thing for him to have told you at once, and in that, at least, he 
didn’t act well as he might have done.  If you have only the work to do that is planned now you 
would have a very easy time, but Harry it has struck me a good many times before, that you 
would have an easy time if you had only the worked that was talked of at the time they were 
making the arrangements with you, but some how, when you get started, you always seem to 
have a great deal of extra work that wasn’t talked of in the beginning, and you seem to have 
your time pretty well taken up, even tho’ they do talk so much about the place being easy, and 
all that.  But tho’ I haven’t the most implicit confidence in all Dr. Smart says, I know that there is 
nothing for us to do about it, but to leave the matter as it is.  We will hope that something 
better will turn up, but if it doesn’t, and we cant do better, we will go to Purdue.  I think we 
ought to be able to get along on $1000. and we can, if we are careful.  You will of course keep 
the Dormitory, and you must talk with Dr. S[mart]. about that room.  Perhaps he wont let us 
have that, & you must be sure to find out about it.  Darling do you suppose there is any chance 
of our getting the rooms Miss Elder had, in place of the room you have now.  I think we would 
be more comfortable with two smaller rooms than with one large one.  Still that doesn’t worry 
me at all, and we would be very comfortable in the room you have now, and I’ll be satisfied 
with that, but I remember that you said there was no closet in the room, and I tho’t perhaps we 
could arrange things a little better in two smaller rooms, but you can tell best about that, for I 
dont know how the place is arranged, but I only tho’t I’d suggest this plan so that you could 
look into it, and then do what you tho’t would be best.  Dr. Smart must bind himself to keep the 
place open for you, & then we’ll be sure of something.  I should think that they could leave it 
open till the middle of July, or 1st of August, because if you leave, Barnes will have your work, & 
will only have a cheap assistant, and of course such a man as they want, in case you leave, 
would be easy enough to find at the last moment, for they cant expect to get a first class man 
for $600. & there are always plenty of second class men hanging around.  Darling I know that 
$1000. at Purdue with the dormitory work, which will give us a room & $75 extra, will be worth 
more to us than a larger salary East, and I really think that we would be better off there on that 
am’t than we would be here if you only had a little more, but & that if you had an offer here of 
less than $1500. we would do better to be at Purdue, but as soon as you can get $1500. or 
more in a place nearer home we will both say goodbye to Purdue without a regret.  But darling 
we have talked the thing over, and we feel sure that we will be safe to marry on $1000. and I 
am not afraid to stick to our decision.  I have talked it over with mamma this A.M. and she says 
tho’ she would be only too glad to keep me with her longer, and hates to have me go, that she 
thinks that we can get along on $1000. and thinks we needn’t be at all afraid to marry on that, 
that of course we both know that we’ll have to be very careful, but that she think we can both 
do that, that we know how to manage pretty well, and she thinks we would be very 
comfortable & very happy on that am’t.  She knew that I was inclined to adapt myself to 
circumstances, and that I could be happy even if I could not have everything just according to 
my idea, and that she could not say one word against our being married this summer, that she 
was sorry that you couldn’t have more money, so that we could lay up a nice little sum, but that 



there was no doubt about a our being able to live on $1000. or less, and that her only objection 
to the marriage was the one we both know, that she hates to give me up, & have me so far 
away from her, that it makes her about wild to think of it, but that she is satisfied with every 
thing else, and that she thinks it is for the best, and that she wouldn’t want up us separated 
again.  She thinks there would not be much left of either of us, and she favors the plan of our 
getting married next this next summer.  You say that you still feel the same about it as when we 
talked about it, and that you are just as anxious for it, and think it will be safe, and as I haven’t 
changed my mind I suppose we may as well call it settled.  I tho’t it all out before I decided it, 
and it isn’t likely that I will see it in any other light, because I have tho’t about every side long 
ago, & there is no new thing to be taken into consideration, and I dont see any reason for 
changing my mind, but if you think it will be better for you not to have the extra care this year, 
& if you think it could do any good to put it off, then I am willing to give it up.  You say that you 
feel perfectly safe, & think we will both be better off, and I dont suppose you want any more 
time to think it over anymore than I do, for you have looked at every thing and are not likely to 
change your mind, and tho’ I have no idea that you will, I want you to feel at perfect liberty to 
do so, and after you have tho’t it all over again, & considered the possibilities & probabilities, 
write me and your ans[wer]. will settle it.  Even if we dont marry we would be near each other, 
for you will not go back to Purdue without me, so I dont take another long separation into the 
cond consideration at all, and I know you dont, but now darling I have told you how I feel, and I 
want you to do exactly as you think best.  I haven’t had a chance to write about other matters, 
but I wont have time for any more now. 

With love unbounded and Ө   Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө,  for yesterday’s share, and just as 
much for today’s. 

Believe me always your 
            Effie. 


