
         Madison N.J. 
         March 18th 1886. 
My own darling Harry, 
 I dont know how much time I’m going to have for this letter.  I hope to be able to write a 
long letter, but of course I cant tell how things will be.  Carrie met me yesterday at the depot. 
and They didn’t feel at all sure that I would come, for it was raining so hard, that they tho’t I 
might back out, but they seemed very glad that the rain had not prevented me from coming.  
From the depot, we drove to the P[ost]. O[ffice]. to mail my letter to you, and then came 
directly home.  I had a most hearty welcome from all, and I am having such a nice visit.  I seem 
to be very well again, and have only been reminded of neuralgia once or twice since I came, and 
then it was in my head, & not around my heart.  I am worried about you tho’, and hope you will 
do some thing for yourself at once.  Sue came home on Friday.  She doesn’t seem to be any 
better, and she is really miserable.  They all think that she was on the go too much while she 
was in Phila. [Philadelphia] and that Dr. Sutphen’s medicine didn’t have a fair chance at her, that 
if she had been at home and quiet that it might have helped her.  They want her to give it a fair 
trial now, and hope that it may help her.  Carrie doesn’t seem at all well either.  Your father 
seems better than he did last time I was up here, but he is bunged up today with a sore eye.  He 
got something in it yesterday, and cant seem to get the thing out.  He has had an eyestone in all 
the morning nearly, but that dont seem to do any good.  Your mother & Mag seem to be the 
only well ones, and they dont feel so wonderfully well either.  Even Roxy is on the sick list.  She 
got caught in the trap, that your father keeps under the stable, & she must have been in it all 
night.  Her hind paws and her tail were caught, and all three are decidedly the worse for wear.  
Her tail looks as tho’ it was broken, and they dont know but what the poor thing will be 
disfigured for life.  Sue brought Ethel home with her to see if Madison would do her good, and 
she is to stay some time if it agrees with her.   

 Darling I had a real long nice talk with your father last night, about your prospects etc. 
etc.  I guess he will write you about it.  He said something about it writing to Harry, and I guess 
he will write if his eye is strong enough.  He feels disappointed, but not dissatisfied with the 
offer for next year.  He feels about it very much as I do, & he has just about the same idea of Dr. 
Smart.  He thinks however that it is very nice that he will leave the place open for you.  Darling I 
bet that if you should have an offer of more, from some other place, that the Purdue crowd 
would not let you accept it, if they could help it.  They’d make you a better offer rather than 
lose you, but of course they are going to get you as cheap as you they can.  I said this to your 
father, and he said “That’s exactly what I think,” but he feels that unless something else offers, 
the Purdue gang will not do any better by you.  He feels very sorry, for he thinks you are worth 
more, and that you deserve more after doing two men’s work all this year, but he thinks that it 
will be better for you to stay at Purdue unless you have a chance of to do a good deal better, 
say $1500. or more.  He thinks your place at Purdue with $1000. and the room & $75. for 
dormitory work, is as much as $1500. would be here.  He says tho’, that if they dont pay you 
over $1000. that he hopes you’ll find out just what is required of you, and then refuse to do 
anything extra, unless you are paid for it.   

Now darling I must tell you about the latest scheme for our wedding, in case we haven’t 
a house.  Uncle Theo has offered his house, and says that if we are not married from my home, 
that we must be married in Montclair, that if we dont, he will feel hurt about it the rest of his 



life.  He say’s that Ada’s offer is very kind, but that as long as I have have an uncle so near, and 
where it will be convenient for every one, that his house will be the proper place, and that 
under the circumstances that Ada’s house will not be the proper place.  He and Uncle Ten Eyck 
both feel very strongly on the subject, and dont like the idea of our being married at Ada’s.  
They say it looks as tho’ I was sort of cast off, & that they think that it wont do at all.  Uncle Ten 
Eyck is very anxious to have it at his house.  It is very very kind, but it that is simply out of the 
question.  He spoke about it when he was down, and I explained to him that it couldn’t be 
done, and why.  He understood it, but seemed real disappointed.  Uncle Theo was just lovely, 
and I thanked him very much, and told him that I would think about it, and write to you, that it 
struck me as the very best thing that had been talked of.  Mamma was out, and so I had a long 
talk alone with Uncle Theo.  He said “Well Effie if you are not married from my house I’ll never 
get over it as long as I live, unless you are married form your own home.  Of course if your 
mother has a house that will settle it, but I hope she wont have a house.  You can be at as much 
at home at our house as if you were in your own home, and do whatever  you like, have as 
many people as you want, or rather as many as you think the house will hold.  If you want a 
church wedding, you can have the church, & house, & all you want without any expense.”  
Darling he has been doing a big business lately, and he is feeling very fine.  I only hope it will 
last.  He said that he was very near Lafayette and if he had [ill.] only known where to find you 
that he would had have gone to see you.  He tho’t of it, and tried to remember where you 
were, but he didn’t know the name of the University, or rather he couldn’t remember it, (tho’ 
he knew we had told him where you were,) and he wasn’t sure that you were in Lafayette, and 
he said he was so mad at himself because he had forgotten, that he would have been so glad to 
have gone [ill.] to see you, that he was at Indianapolis, and if he had been sure you were at 
L[afayette]. he would have gone to see you from there.  He said he didn’t want such a thing to 
happen again, & as he couldn’t trust his memory anymore he wanted to write down the exact 
address, and then he can will see you next time he goes West.  He says he may have to go again 
before long.  He and Uncle Ten Eyck are as interested in you as can be, and they both seem to 
be quite worked up over our marriage, and as  pleased as can be.  Well Harry I’ll be anxious to 
know how you feel about the Montclair plan.  I am very much taken with it, and think I’ll like 
that better than to go to Ada’s.  If we could have a caterer furnish the supper, I would not feel 
any hesitancy about going to Ada’s, but I must say that I would not feel perfectly comfortable 
about going there several days beforehand to prepare the refreshments.  I know that she is 
sincere in all she said, and yet I would feel that it was almost too much to ask of a stranger.  I 
have not said a word about this before, because I tho’t it might have to be done.  Mamma 
worried over it a good deal, and I tried to get her out of it, & I didn’t want any one to know how 
I felt.  I wasn’t uncomfortable exactly but I wasn’t exactly comfortable.  I knew that if I told you 
about it that it would make you uncomfortable, & so I haven’t said a think thing till now.  I know 
we’d be welcome at Ada’s and that they are all feel sincere in all they say, & yet it seems almost 
too much from strangers.  I like the other plan much better, and mamma is awfully tickled over 
it, & says that she wont feel half so bad now, if she dont get a house.  The folks here think it is a 
much better plan, and Ada said when I spoke to her, that tho’ we were perfectly welcome, and 
tho’ they’d be delighted to have it at their house, she knew that the relatives & friends would 
all feel less at home at her house than at Uncle Theo’s, & that she tho’t it would be more 
satisfactory to the family, and she tho’t that mamma would like it better, that she understood it 



perfectly, and wouldn’t be a bit hurt about it, tho’ she would have been very glad to have the 
first plan carried out, but that she really tho’t that Uncle Theo was right, & she didn’t wonder at 
all that he felt as he did.  Now my own precious darling boy[,] I suppose I must stop, and go 
down stairs for I have been away sometime.  I dont know whether Mr. Porter will be at our 
house next this week or not, and dont know whether I can have my room, but I hope I’ll be able 
to write tomorrow night, and tell you the rest of the news, tho’ I dont know that there is very 
much more in the news line.  I might tell you that I love you more than tongue can tell, but that 
wouldn’t be news.  Still I guess you would not mind my telling you that over again.  You are 
likely to hear it a good many times, and I dont think you worry over it.  In fact you dont like it 
because I dont tell you oftener, but I always mean it whether I say it or not.  Now darling I have 
really got to stop. Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө 

With love unbounded, and hopes that you will keep well. 
      Ever your own 
          Effie. 

Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө   
 


