
         No. 54 West 46th St. 
         N.Y. Mar. 9th 1886. 
My darling darling Harry, 
 It is after 6 P.M. and I will only have time for a note before dinner, and will not have a 
chance to write after dinner.  The mails are all wrong again.  I have had no letter today.  What 
has got into them the last week or two.  They came some days all right, and then they are late 
without any reason that I can see, for we haven’t had any big storm here, and I haven’t heard of 
any out West, and there seems no sense in this irregularity.   
 Uncle Ten Eyck and Mr. Stone are coming to spend the evening, and of course I’ll have 
no chance to write after dinner, so I am only going to send a scrap now, and after they go I’ll 
write my letter for tomorrow, and you’ll have a note on Thurs[day]. instead of Friday.  I hope I 
will be equal to writing tonight.  You mustn’t count too strongly on a long letter, for I am 
awfully tired tonight, feel all used up some how, and when the company goes there may be 
nothing left of me, but I hope to feel better after awhile, than I do now.  Today has been so 
warm that it has taken the starch out of me completely.  I am perfectly well only & the only 
thing that ails me is being tired.  Bessie and I nearly killed ourselves today with hard practise, 
and we were both utterly stopped.  We didn’t realize it while we were playing, but both found 
when we got through that we had used up all our strength.  We are still struggling with 
Hummel.  The thing goes very well now except the last movement, which is the hardest thing I 
ever tried.  We cant seem to do anything with it, or rather we tho’t we’d never be equal to it, 
but we both have a tremendous amount of spunk, and tho’ it seemed hopeless, & useless, we 
would not give it up, and we have had a tough fight, and thinks at last things begin to look a 
little more encouraging, & we feel that it is not a hopeless case after all.  It isn’t anything to 
brag of yet, and wont be for two or three weeks, and may not be then, but today, when we 
stopped our work, and took a view of the situation, we felt more encouraged, and really tho’t 
that the victory would be ours after all.  We deserve it, for we have worked hard enough for it, 
and tho’ we didn’t first succeed, we tried tried again and we surely ought to be rewarded.  You 
know we tho’t the first movement was hard.  Goodness!  It dont compare with the last in 
difficulty, but if it is far more beautiful than the last movement.  Darling the bell rang some time 
ago, and I suppose I’ll have to stop writing and get ready to go down. 

With love beyond measure and kisses, all you want of them 
   from your  
      Effie. 
 
My own darling boy, I cant let this go without sending some more love.  I cant begin to tell you 
how much, there is no end of it, and the strongest longing to see you, but time is surely moving 
along, and June is bound to get here, tho’ it does seem a long ways off still, but not near as far 
away as it did.  In a few more days it will be the middle of March, and then we will have only 3 
months left, long enough even then, but we will both have so much to do that the time will go 
faster than it has done.  Darling I think as you are on the spot, you can tell, better than I, what is 
the wisest course to take with Dr. S[mart]. and you must do as you think best.  But while you 
are waiting, you might use the time to find out what other openings there are.  I’d find out 
what can be had in others places, and not wait and let any other good thing slip.  If you had 
some other place in view you could hold it over them and be more independent.  There may 



not be any thing else but surely there would be no harm in finding out about it.  I am not 
worried, for I believe they will want to keep you at Purdue and will make it an object of you to 
stay, but you know that they’d want you ten times more if they found someone else wanted 
you too, and I think while they are poking around, it would be wise for you to find out about 
other places if you can.  If you cant, that settlets settles it.  It isn’t that I think you’d have to take 
another place, but it would be a good thing to let them see that you could take get another 
place, & that Purdue was is not the only place where you can have a position. 

Now darling Ө  Ө  Ө 
         goodbye Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө 
               ever your devoted 
    Effie. 


