
         Purdue Mar 10 [18]86__ 
My own darling Effie 
 I received your dear letter on time.  I am glad you were so well pleased with the 
Venetian notebook_  I meant to have written in my letter last night that I don’t want you to 
imagine I feel a sort of compulsory pleasure over the seal skin sack.  I dont any thing of the sort 
but the element that it will save me money dont enter in.  It will be a great comfort to you & 
will do you more real good I think than you would otherwise get from the money for.  I expect 
you would let it go[,] not foolishly exactly & yet in ways you could hardly account for_  Now you 
have the comfort of it & I am very glad of it.  As for the economy[,] it hasn’t anything to do with 
the matter, anymore than it had in the case of my hat.  I didn’t buy the hat for the sake of 
economy but I had the money & I wanted to put it into something nice & did so.  I wear my 
other hat almost all the time & only wore the fine one when I have that [ill.] to cross.  It is a very 
great comfort & satisfaction & I am thoroughly glad to have it.  I shall feel the same way about 
your cloak whether it lasts ten years or only five.  I am very glad you bought it & you mustnt 
think I feel reluctant over it for I dont at all_  I enjoyed the plan of the house on 20th St[reet] 
very much.  I looked glanced at it before I read the letter and thought before I learned my 
mistake that it was a very satisfactory plan & made the whole plan of the house very clear to 
me without any explanation but since you think it is so bad I must be loyal & think so too I 
suppose_  Never the less I think that the house would be a most excellent one for the purpose 
tho I very strongly object to Mothers room being so far up.  It would be very hard & tiring to 
climb all those stairs as often as she wanted to go to her room & I should very much prefer that 
she should not go higher than the third story any how.  Of course that wont make any 
difference to her but I think it is not at all a wise thing.  I don’t like so much up & down stairs 
work for her.  I am sorry you are now on the fourth floor for I know very well how you [ill.] steps 
but I don’ feel as bad when I realize that you will have a bed to sleep in up there & that I 
consider a great gain for I haven’t liked your roughing it on the lounge over much_  Darling 
when shall you know if you are to have the 20th St[reet] house[?]  I hope that that plan will go 
through for this simple reason.  Anything is far better than doubt & worry & your mother is 
bound to have a house & the sooner she gets one the better I shall like it_  
 Mr Golden was in here this evening.  We have begun a course of reading together from 
Ruskins Stones of Venice.  He was looking at the pictures of you on the reading table rack in 
front of my table and asked me which I liked best.  I told him I couldn’t tell.  He said he liked 
one[,] the one you gave me while I was at Baltimore.  But said he “When she says Dr Osborn 
you say Yes” which was his Irish way of saying that you had a strong will_  I promised to heed 
his counsel.  Dont you think he read you from the picture pretty well.  I have never talked to 
him about you but I told him then that you were a determined sort of person when you made 
your mind up.  You see Darling he read you pretty truthfully.  We are going to enjoy reading I 
think very well _ 



 Miss Whipple is going to leave at the end of the term.  She has notified Dr. S[mart]. & he 
has accepted her resignation.  She is homesick.  That is at the bottom of it but more for the 
social life at home than for her family or lover_  She don’t intend to write him.  She is coming so 
as to surprise him & she talks of stopping over a week to visit some people in New York and the 
first think she will have to do when she gets home is have a new reception dress.  She isn’t such 
a bad person but she is a so dreadfully & utterly commonplace_  I hope we shall not get anyone 
any worse when she goes__  I will run the Physiology for the term if they will pay me for it & 
perhaps will do it any how__  
 We had a lecture at the chapel this evening by one Hon[orable] Will Cumback[,] an      
ex-governor of Indiana.  It was good[,] some humor & much sense__  I should like more.  I had a 
letter from Mag today.  I will send it to you soon but not with this for I will answer it first.  She 
said that Aunt Mag would sell the chain for $10.00.  I think I had better buy it.  What do you 
think.  I ordered today or shall order[,] I havent sent the letter yet but it is written[,] the plates 
to go with my copy of the Stones of Venice__  They come bound at $6.00 & the three volumes 
of the illustrated edition cost about fifteen dollars_  We shall read the book pretty carefully & I 
think it will be worth my while to have the plates for I shall want them in the future tho I can 
borrow now the illustrated edition.  It is lovely reading.  We expect to read one hour every 
Wednesday night.   And now my darling the day is over.  I have told you a few of the things that 
have made up the day but there has been a great part of it that I can’t tell you about.  I leave 
you to know intuitively what it is.  Darling Good night.  My last thought before I drop asleep will 
be about you & I know that unless you are now (12 PM in N.Y.) asleep you are thinking about 
me_  God bless you Darling & give us both his help & grace to walk straight & do our duty & 
bring us together in his own good time & give us patience to wait__ 

 With fondest love my own darling[,] always 
         from your own 
               Harry.  

 


