
         Purdue M[ar]ch 15 [18]86_ 
My own Darling Effie_ 

I have tried & tried to think or find out what ailed that tardy letter & cant.  Prof[essor] 
Swan says that the mail has gone off all right so far as he knows.  There would be no use in 
inquiring at the city office so long after and I know that I havent missed the morning mail here 
but once in a very long time.  I did miss it one day last week and walked over myself & mailed 
the letter.  I am entirely up a stump in the explanation.  My regular habit is to go over at eight 
oclock[,] mail my letters[,] see how things are at the lab[oratory]. & then come back here to my 
room & work till nine when I generally go over again for a minute or so & get the mail if there is 
any.  I half feared Darling that you perhaps had gotten the notion that I had been careless and[,] 
Effie my own[,] I don’t want you to get that at all for it will surely cause us trouble if you should 
think it.  I don’t believe you do think it but darling I want to guard against the least chance of 
such a thing for it might work a great deal of mischief for us_   

As for Miss Whipple you had better believe I shan’t mourn much over her departure.  All 
I care for her for is a companion in walking when I cant get Golden__  Hard on Golden.  Miss 
Whipple is to[o] shallow for me to care much about whether she comes or goes.  As to the 
chain Darling[,] I don’t know whether I shall buy it or not.  I hate to spend so much but I know it 
is a good chain__  Aunt Mag is not to be blamed if she understood the thing as a loan of 
con[t]ract.  I ought to be obliged to her for it.  I shall however get a receipt if I buy the chain[,] 
you can just bet.  Darling I fear you were pretty blue when you wrote on Saturday.  What a hard 
time we do have now & then & I ought never to get blue for I suspect you steer by me more or 
less & when I am under the weather you flounder too.  Well my own[,] I have tried & am still 
trying to keep up for your sake as well as for my own & getting  along pretty well too but that 
week I did  have a hard attack.  I got so full of longing that I just couldn’t hold up but the 
sunshine came out & especially the letter I got on Saturday night.  It was so full of love.  At least 
it seemed so tho I don’t know as it was any more so to you.  Darling it seemed so to me__ 

I heard from home today from Carrie[,] enclosing a letter from Sue.  She is having a 
great time and I am glad she can go & enjoy herself for she is certainly dreadfully miserable at 
Madison[,] especially now she has so much trouble with her head_  I will send you all the 
letters[,] both Mags & Carries & Sues[,] for I know you will be interested in them.  I received the 
volume of plates today from John Wiley.  The plates to the Stones of Venice.  They are so lovely 
I do wish you could see them.  They are splendidly bound upon a muslin stub so that the book 
lies perfectly flat open.  The plates themselves are most of them artotypes & look just about 
like soft lithographs.  They are sepia color[,] drawn by Ruskin himself & are “just lovely.”  Many 
of them make beautiful pictures.  Others are merely architectural.  They fit my text perfectly.  It 
is the same text exactly as the expensive edition.  I sent them the order on last Wednesday or 
Thursday & didn’t expect the answer quite so soon as this___  Isn’t it quick work.  Oh if I could 
only afford the money for a trip to New York & back or better for a weeks visit for you here_  I 



do want you so very much my darling__  I know Darling that you are just as wild to see me & we 
shall be in a delirium when in June we can press each others lips with kisses which almost 
torture us now we long so to give them when they are so wanted.  The Scientific Society met 
this evening & the boys set before us some papers on sundry topics[,] not of the most 
absorbing interest to them us but to them no doubt.  The students are such poor stuff that they 
dont really get up to any thing good in the line of paper & a good paper seems to paralyze 
them.  We shall be obliged to be careful for of late a lot of the girls have attended & they are 
even worse[,] if any thing[,] than the boys.  I wish so that there was some more real interest 
here in pure science.  I find that it is hard for me to do without a few kindred spirits.   

I had a letter from Hitchcock Sunday.  He invited me up there.  The Metropolitan Opera 
co[mpany] are there this week too but I don’t feel as if I ought to spend the money for it now.  
It will cost me ten dollars & I cant be there more than Friday & Sat[urday].  I could hear 
Lohengrin & Rienzi but I don’t think it would pay.  I should love to hear both but I have had my 
turn for awhile at music & can’t feel like paying so much for these.  I should like to go for the 
sake of seeing it & more even for that than for the Opera but I do not feel like paying so much.  
Sometime I shall be able to get reduced rates & then I will ago_  He is very anxious for me to 
Bring you up there & I am sure anxious to take you.  Perhaps we can go next Christmas 
holidays__  It is nice of Hitchcock to invite me & all that and I should like to go but shall write 
tonight declining his invitation. 

Darling I must tell you about that Black & Tan dog.  I had turned him over to Dragoo to 
take care of and keep till I wanted a specimen of about his size.  Dragoo went home for a week 
last Tuesday & so the care of him devolved on me.  He escaped from the dog house & was gone 
several days but yesterday aft[ernoon] I found him here on my doorstep as large as life & no 
end glad to see me_  I let him in & kept him all night.  Sometime in the middle of the night he 
awoke me by a singular scratching & I didn’t know what was up but I thought I had better put 
him out.  I didn’t want to lose him for I shall soon want to use him so I dressed & took him over 
to the lab.  He never knows when he is well off & is all very well when he ain’t.  As I crawled 
back to bed I noticed the time 2:15.  While I was out I noticed the dormitory from force of habit 
& all was quiet & sonorous_  And now Darling I am going to bed.  I hope you are better now 
Darling.  Keep up Darling for we have much in our trial.  We know each other so well & believe 
so utterly in each other _ and how can we help getting some comfort from the thoughts we 
have.  We cant be fully happy but how much better than last Win Spring even.  Goodnight Effie 
my own with fondest deepest truest love Ө  Ө   Ө   Ө   Ө   Ө & a lot of these  Ө  Ө  for my Effie 
__  My Effie.  Darling I love you so & am so glad you like to call your self mine[,] like to belong to 
me.    Your Harry_ 
 


