
         Purdue Mar. 16, [18]86 
My own Darling little girl 
 What can I say to cheer you up my Effie?  Oh, if I could only come to you and find out 
just what you need and cheer up my Darling!  I think I could find out if I could only come to you 
but I am so far away & I can’t do that but must write you a letter and try & do it in that way.  
But I cant succeed very well because you want more than I can possibly send in a letter.  I think 
you can realize how much love there is here for you but you want the real kiss & the real sight 
of me & not Ө Ө_  Darling I have read your dear letter and[,] my own[,] I enjoyed it so very 
much.  All your care to write me about the pictures was not lost at all and I am very much 
obliged & very much pleased.  I don’t think of commenting on your taste for I think it is very 
good and darling you describe the pictures so well that it is the next best thing to seeing them.  
Don’t talk about never trying it again for I may want you to try it again & shall if you ever see 
such another collection as this & I can’t see it.  My own We neither of us dreamed how deep a 
meaning was wrapped in those words “yours in hopes of better things in store.”  I was yours 
before all the better things in store began to come to us but they have been coming all along & 
better & better things all the time till now & are still to come.  We are better off now than we 
have ever been for we are getting through the days that separate us & drawing near & nearer 
to the great day of our happiness.  We have had some of the good things & yet we know we 
have more to hope for than we have ever yet had.  More & more until the perfect day.   

I am very sorry that the Sunday letter failed but I entrusted it to no one & it was mailed 
just as the Sunday letters all the year have been.  I can’t understand these irregularities at all & 
shall inquire at the office in the morning and find out if our mail has been received there 
regularly or not.  I cant see how it can have failed for Corey takes the mail over & brings the 
other back & I cant exchanging the mail bags & I cant see how there could be any slip which 
would not be detected by Swan.  I could be more certain if I could mail my letter in the city but I 
can’t do that.  I feel awful to have you disappointed Darling but I always use the greatest care & 
am so particular that I am often laughed at here but I don’t mind that one particle. 
 My darling_____ Ө  Ө.  I know that you believe I do my best.  If there is anything better 
than I don’t know about I shall do it just as soon as I can find it out.  I can’t mail my letter in the 
city if it is to reach you in the early mails.  I cant go over until after the 4 PM. mail has closed but 
I can make sure that the mails are carried from here on time & shall at once look into that 
matter.   Please send me at once some the the delayed envelopes so that I can study the 
postmarks.  Darling I feel helpless to say anything to comfort you.  Words are of no avail when 
we get so full of longing_  You know that I have the will to say & do but cant.  We get 
sometimes where words are not enough.  My chief struggle at such times lies in my thoughts[,] 
memories & pictures or what we are to have.  I know I cant picture your love too strong and 
such strong love comforts & helps me every time.  And Darling you believe & trust in mine as I 
do in yours.  Try and get help & comfort as I do from it.  You do for if you didn’t believe in it you 



would be miserable beyond words to tell.  We both know & believe in it Darling and it is a 
precious source of happiness.  I know that your blues do not come from doubts or any thing of 
the sort but from this awful longing for the one you love.  I feel the same.  So often I want you 
& it seems as if I could not go on.  And you are just the same.  You want me.  We are both glad 
this is so & wouldn’t give it up for any present & fictitious comfort.  It would make us still more 
miserable if we felt content & happy now_  This last separation is a hard pull[,] in many respects 
the hardest we have had.  We know each other better than ever but it has only drawn us closer 
together & made us more than ever necessary naturally.  You and I are in less danger of 
misunderstanding & so we have less of that to worry us but our love is stronger & warmer & 
tenderer and it is harder to be so long apart.  But we shall never try it again and we can rejoice 
in the thought that it is the last separation_  My own we both feel that we did right in resolving 
upon this separation and we still feel so.  That thought ought to help us & does so_  Try & keep 
up your courage.  But Darling don’t be afraid to tell me of your blues & your longing.  It will not 
make me bluer and will help us both__  I am always delighted when you come to me & tell me 
just what is in your heart and want you to do it just as often as you feel like doing it.  It always 
helps me too.  I don’t want to urge you to when you don’t feel inclined & I understand that you 
don’t feel able to write about your feelings always but Darling you can always tell them to me 
without making me weary.  I am yours & I want to do every single thing I can to make you 
happy.  Now Darling I have written all this before & some of it often but it is my thought tonight 
and I must write it again.  I feel utterly helpless and can’t help you as I want to but you have my 
tenderest sympathy & all my love is yours.  I can’t come to you but I long so to help you.  Now I 
must go to bed.  Huston took me over to supper and I didn’t get back very early.  I shall save 
time to finish this in the morning.  Oh my own[,] such love & kisses & fondest caresses as I long 
to give you.  We shall have them all in the Summer.  We can’t have them now.  The love you 
have but you want the others too.  I know you do want them tho’ you dont say so in so many 
words.  I feel sure if I could sit by you & pet you a little while you would tell me that it was just 
the medicine you needed to quiet your heart sickness.  Dont you think you would.   

Goodnight my Effie.  Your Harry[,] tho so far away[,] thinks of you all the time no matter 
where he is and loves his Effie with a fond strong tender love.  Oh Darling if I could see you I 
could cure your blues. Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө 

Goodnight Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө 
    from your 
        Harry.  

 
Darling Darling Darling 
 Good morning _  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Effie my own.  I do not feel as if my letter last night would 
help you much and I can’t think what to do or say & feel utterly helpless.  I do so wish that I 
could see you & have a talk.  I should want to talk about our letters & find out if I am writing the 



best I can the letters that help you best.  When I ask you about that by letter Darling you always 
at once think I am “fishing” for compliments about my letters & you don’t answer about it or 
dismiss the matter with the one word lovely but dont tell me what is lovely.  I don’t ask so that 
you can write some flattering thing or for any such reason but only because I want to know 
what parts of my letters have pleased you best & if I know that I can hope to improve.  You 
have been wise I guess to adopt the course you have Darling for comments on the letters might 
be taken as criticisms you think for you used to understand me so when I commented on 
yours_  I didn’t mean these as such & wrote as I should have been glad to have you write_  I am 
not sure but your course which you have consistently pursued has been followed wisely Darling 
but it does leave me with out the guide I should have in writing if I could tell just how the letters 
struck you.  I have to go it more or less blind now.  Of course I am guided by what I know of you 
& what I imagine you will like best but I am often at sea & I often feel that I cant half write 
because of this very thing.  I felt so ten times more last year than this and I don’t feel it much 
this year but there come times when I feel run dry.  Last week was that way.  I didn’t feel as if I 
could write for I felt that you were kind of tired & sick of having me harp on the one string so I 
stopped harping on it for a change but I can’t leave that string out without spoiling the 
harmony.  It may not be the theme but unless it is singing with the theme all the time I dont 
feel as if there was any music.  Now Darling forgive me for writing all this for I know it is 
dangerous ground for it implies to you[,] I doubt not[,] that you dont do all I want in your letters 
& Darling I know that makes you half wild.  It was what hurt you so last year sometimes more[,] 
as I found by talking over it last Summer[,] than I ever dreamed at the time.  But Darling I dont 
mean any criticism of you by this[,] either actual or implied[,] and you must not take it so.  I am 
only trying to tell you my side honestly_  And Darling I dont tell you it so that you can do any 
different for I know you have seen all this before & I understand how you feel & I don’t want 
you to try to do what you do not feel you can do.  Oh Darling you know I love you utterly and 
that I don’t doubt because you don’t & can’t write all you feel within_  It is all right darling & 
you needn’t feel any disquiet because we cant talk by letter as we can when we sit locked in 
each others arms and our heads very close together.  I perhaps want too much of letters[,] 
more than letters are capable of.  Darling you don’t misunderstand all this as at all a reflection 
on you do you?  You mustn’t Effie.  It is not called out by you but by your helplessness and is 
not pointed at you but at me.  I love you my Effie and I feel wild if I think there is any thing 
which I am not doing for your comfort. Now all this mustn’t make you afraid to write to me 
about your blues lest you may cause me to feel that I am the cause.  I believe that is not so[,] at 
least not in the sense I mean.  Our separation is the cause & not any failures of mine.  I don’t 
feel that the letters are at all the cause but I do feel that the letters fail to help you all that is 
possible_  Now darling I must stop.  Please save all the envelopes for several weeks and forward 
them to me by return mail.  I want them to use in evidence and send me at once all those you 
have now on hand & especially the delayed ones.  



Yours Darling with a heart full of love & hope for this letter but also many fears. 
Your 

Harry_   
 
  


