
         Purdue Mar 18 [18]86 
My darling darling Effie 
 I hurried over to the city yesterday afternoon at 2:30 jus[t] as soon as I had finished my 
lecture on the anatomy of the domestic animals_  I wanted to enquire about the mails__  I got 
hold of the chief mailing clerk and he convinced me that no letters were kept long in the post 
office.  They were stamped postmarked at once & thrown into the mail sack which was the next 
to leave_  But I found some irregularity about the Purdue mail but none which could affect my 
letters to New York.  He Corey takes the mail away at 9 oclock from here.  They say that that 
mail usually gets to the office between 12 & 1 oclock.  I can’t tell what he does in the mean time 
with it.  He is the most unreliable mail carrier I ever heard of and I have complained of him at 
least one hundred times to Dr Smart.  He keeps him to make him keep the bus line running for 
the good of the students in town.  As it happens the delay dont affect my letters but it just 
misses the mail south on one of the roads___  I found out that the Fridays letter was not 
delayed here before I began my investigation.   

Now my own[,] I am as much at sea as ever about the letter dated Mar[ch]. 8__  I cant 
understand at all what happened to it.  I am sorry that I can’t put the letters in the P.O. 
personally & sorry the mail bag has to go through Coreys hands before it gets to the office but I 
can’t see how I can take the letters over myself before evening_  I think you would like them as 
early in the day as possible and as long as they are written it seems as if I had better send them 
out on the earliest mail.  These you are pretty sure of getting.  At least till recently you were 
sure of getting them.  I intend to make a big row for Corey and am glad that this time I can 
disclaim any personal interest.  I feel pretty sure that all the fault is with Corey and shall give 
him a thorough stirring up.  I have advised his being bounced a good many times but Dr. Smart 
wants the hackline and wont bounce him.  Last years plan was better tho there was always 
some irregularity then.  Do you remember how you just went for me while at Beaufort about 
the letters I wrote there on Sunday, which were delayed somewhat like this one from 8 day of 
writing to 10 day of posting? 
 Yesterday Dr. Smart asked me if I didn’t want to earn a couple of dollars by writing a 
number of letters for him on the Calligraph.  I told him I did_  What he wanted was a letter to 
each of twenty three gentlemen persons to request them to come here for a lecture on Sunday 
- Afternoon next year.  All the letters were to be alike.  I thought I should have an easy time of it 
and began on the first one.  I copied the first one through varying distances seventeen times 
before I got a perfect copy.  It is the hardest thing in the world for me to copy_  Therefore it is a 
good discipline__  I copied from 3:30 - 5:30 and the first hour spent entirely in making failures.  
After that I succeeded fairly.  I did all but about ten before Mr Golden came & after we finished 
reading I did those.  I got them done a little after ten and then I was tired and felt sure I could 
write a better letter this morning than last night & am sure I was right.  Your letter yesterday 
was lovely and I enjoyed it so very much.  It comforted & helped me tho I am not so bad this 



week near as I was last week_  I know darling Ө that you can & will be a great help & comfort to 
me by your  Sympathy when we can be together and will know how to make me forget my 
troubles & be happy_ Ө  Ө  Ө   (Breakfast). 
 
My darling[,] my own Effie 
 How I should love to see you today.  How should you like me to be at the house waiting 
for you when you come in from your lesson?  But I don’t ask that question for information for I 
know very well how you would like it.  I should however be afraid to do such a thing for such a 
sudden joy might be too much for you_  You are so well adjusted that you ought to avoid 
extreme changes of all sorts.  The trustees meet today.  Some are already here.  I presume that 
I shall have something definite to propose to you or not to propose either for I don’t expect 
that their meeting will change our plans at all.  Darling I send you two letters[,] one from Papa 
& one from Sue.  My home letters have been so much better of late.  I wonder if you will notice 
something in Papa’s letter that pleased me very much.  Tell me Darling if any thing in it strikes 
you very particularly indeed.  I had a dream last night.  It was a dream about my New York 
home.  I had gotten back & for some reason didn’t pay speck of attention to F’z [Fritz].  He 
looked at me at first in a reproachful way[,] then suddenly he had a funny nervous attack like 
the stiffening of the throat muscles you have had a few times.  Then I was so sorry & petted him 
& he came directly out of the attack & jumped all over me_  At the time I dreamed it I didn’t 
think he was playing a game on me but now in my sober waking moments I feel sure he must 
have been.  You were there darling but I didn’t see your face at all and[,] tho I sat by your side[,] 
I didn’t hear or see you.  I knew it was you but we seemed[,] tho side by side[,] as far apart as 
we are now_  Your mother was there but she was also a side issue in the dream while F’z [Fritz] 
played the principal & conspicuous part.  Darling I am worried to have this neuralgia hanging 
around you so_  Be very careful about cold now & dont go out if it is raw & windy.  You hate the 
heat I know so be very careful about suddenly cooling when you come in warm from walking.  
Keep as well as you are now & get as much better as you can.  That is what you are to do__  I 
am so sorry that the house matter stays unsettled.  Won’t you keep Mother from hunting any 
more & make her wait till fall_  I think perhaps it will come out that way and so be for the best 
after all.  She might as well have a good rest & I do hope that she will. 

Now Effie mine[,] I must stop_  I send you a great load of love & kisses innumerable.  I 
want you all the time & wake up every morning with the same feeling of longing & it is the last 
thing I think of before I go to sleep. 

With Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө & love love love 
       from your own 
            Harry. 

 



Darling I found something to seal my letter which gave me a pleasurable surprise at the office 
yesterday.  I don’t think I blushed as you said I did in the horse car but I felt a thrill in my heart 
of hearts, the heart which is all yours Darling.  I love you so _ 


