
         Purdue Mar. 23 [18]86 
My own darling Effie 
 I have just read your dear letter and I am very much alarmed over your neuralgia.  I am 
very glad that you have not kept it away from me Darling for I should have found it out in time 
& then felt even worse than at present.  I don’t feel wild or anything that way about it but my 
own I can’t help being very much alarmed about your nervous troubles.  And especially about 
your having neuralgic difficulty about the heart.  I do most devoutly hope that this will soon go 
away as the fine weather comes on for I can’t feel easy about you so long as the trouble lasts.  I 
know you are careful & I shan’t say one word about your taking all possible care but I shall wait 
with anxiety for news that the thing has gone & I want you to tell me Darling every day whether 
you have felt any pain & if so where & how much_  I fully believe that you are worse because of 
our separation.  I fully believe that that reacts on you as well physically as mentally_  But we 
cant help that.  Only we must bear it as patiently as we can & I am so anxious to help you all I 
possibly can in everyway.  

I am glad that you did not venture out for the letter on Sunday morning in the storm but 
very sorry you had to miss it.  It is so hard for us both Darling & of late I have had a hard time to 
keep braced up.  I do want to see you so that it almost beats my philosophy_  I try very hard & 
get so much comfort & help by thinking about you but I am simply half frantic for the sight of 
you and I can’t keep up all the time.  It affects my letters & I can’t write as I long to do and as I 
ought to to help you__  In fact Darling[,] I feel as day by day goes by that we both have a hard 
time to endure the hard trial which this separation brings to us both.  Darling thank heaven the 
time is passing faster now that when we first parted and we are drawing nearer every day_  You 
must promise me Effie to[,] for the present[,] write me every day to tell me how you are doing.  
I must know if this neuralgia is troubling you for I shall imagine worse than the truth unless I 
know how you are.  

Darling I know now what the board decided to do or rather what their action was 
regarding myself__  I had a talk about it today and Darling I am sorry to say that it wasn’t as 
good as we had wished_  Dr Smart talked with me a long time about the matter and I feel very 
sure that he was perfectly frank & candid about the matter.  He said that he had told them that 
my work was in every way first class[,] that it was as good as any work done in the concern.  
They asked “Do you want to retain him[?]”  “Yes.”  “Well then that settles it.  We shall retain 
him.”  But as for the matter of salary[,] that they didn’t fix & couldn’t fix at that time.  It must be 
delayed until they could find out how many students would be here next year and how many 
instructors they should require.  Then he went on to say that I could have as an anchor this[,] 
that I could have $1000. for teaching the zoology next year.  I could count on that.  While they 
would not bind themselves at all to give me more they did agree to keep up to their present 
mark__  He had stated to them my case[,] just how I was situated and that I wanted to know 
now if it was in any way possible_  But they couldn’t promise more now.  They might or might 



not be able to give me other work but they couldn’t promise.  Then he went on to say further 
that they kept me more for the value of my reputation than for the actual value of zoology in 
the college course.  That they had more than Barnes could do alone but they could hire an 
assistant for $600. who could do the actual work well enough and that is true.  Barnes could run 
it with an assistant or I could.  My work is at present even light compared with that of some of 
the professors.  It takes considerable time but the classes are small & it makes a heavy expense 
for them_  All this is perfectly just Darling & while Dr. S[mart]. says that he knows that I am 
worth a better salary that they cant offer me work enough in zoology to be worth even $1000.  
But that my reputation is worth a good deal to them even if I have comparatively little to do__  
So he said that he couldn’t conscientiously advise me to accept the position here.  That he was 
anxious to keep me here & would be glad to offer me more but he didn’t think it fair to 
encourage me to expect more_  He advised me sincerely as for my best good & not at all to get 
rid of me to hunt about and if I  found a considerably better place[,] accept it[,] one worth say 
$1500[,] but he said he wouldn’t exchange for a place but little better.  He said he would do all 
& everything he could to help me if I got a pl chance.  He also said that they would keep this 
place open at $1000.  He said this entirely of his own accord that they would keep the place 
open for me as long as possible[,] first of July or later[,] and I could know that I had this certain 
sure or perhaps something better.  He couldn’t tell.  He spoke very nicely about the thing and I 
felt sure that he was quite sincere.  He says that he feels that I am too good a man for them to 
afford to keep with Barnes at the same time.  He is right Darling and I dont complain for I think 
he will do the square thing_  As the scheme stands at present I shall have one class per day one 
hour one half year & one class every other day two hours one half year.  Besides these I shall 
have a small class in addition which will not require constant attention.  This will make very 
light work & be far less than I have at present & much less than I had last year.  Now Darling 
there we have the hard pan.  We shall have at least $1000.  We have decided to marry on that if 
we are sure of getting at least that much.  There is all the time the chance that there will be 
more for something better may open but there is no reason to fear that there will be any less.  
Now Darling we are where we can see our way and do you feel that we have made a mistake in 
deciding to marry on that?  I do not think so at all.  I think that we are entirely safe & I think 
that we shall both of us be much better off when we are married.  Now Darling you can do as 
you feel best about fixing the time for our wedding and making all your personal plans_  I 
advise Darling that we be as quiet & inexpensive about it as we can.  We shall have to be careful 
& saving if we have so small a sum to live on but I think that there will be no trouble in doing it.  
I now owe $450. but I have due me by salary still this year Barnes $110. & $233 + $233 + $160 
college $666. = $770[,] a balance of $320.  I have nearly enough in the bank to pay my expenses 
here till the end of the year and should have over two hundred after all the marriage expenses 
are paid to take care of us until I begin to draw on my salary for next year_  With that start I feel 
confident that we can get through the year on $600 or $650 and then save up some even on 



the $1000.  Perhaps we shall be able to live on less than the $1000.  Hold[,] I havent reckoned 
in my $75 from Dormitory with that.   I feel sure we can more than run over to the fall & get 
ourselves out here without beginning on the $1000.  Of course if you have any pupils so much 
the better.  You can salt that down but I don’t count on that at all in estimating the thing.   

All this Darling proceeds on the basis of $1000. salary.  If I get more here or else where 
all the better but of this we seem to be certain.  Now Darling I want you to write me what you 
think.  If you have any misgivings about the advisability of our marrying on $1000. you must tell 
me without hesitation & I will drop Purdue & stay near you & work into something else.  I will 
hunt about for a place else where as I shall do any how.  But I want to be ready to drop into a 
college professor ship somewhere by[e] & bye & think that unless something pretty fair offers I 
had better hang on here_  I don’t feel blue at all Darling over this news tho I had hoped that he 
would tell me that he could[,] by giving me some other work[,] raise the salary up to $1000_  I 
feel confident that we can be very very happy on that salary & live very comfortably.  Of course 
it will not do forever but we have no good reason to fear that it will last forever.  I wish so 
Darling that I could talk this over with you_  I need you Darling[,] I really do need you to lighten 
& cheer me up.  I want you so dreadfully_  Now Effie I must stop.  I have tried to make all this 
clear & above all to let you see that there is no insult to me meant but if anything a 
compliment_  Oh Darling I wish I could talk it over with you.  My Effie how I do love you my own 
Darling_  Goodnight Effie my own darling Ө  Ө with love Ө and kisses & caresses Ө my own 
darling 

from your own loving 
         Harry__ 

Darling I received the postmarks & then some other matter I meant to have mentioned but now 
I must stop. 

    Your Harry__ 
  


