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My darling Darling Effie 
 I want to send something for you in Madison.  If I do not you will have nothing from the 
poor letter I wrote this morning until Monday & my letter this morning was a very poor one for 
you to have at any time & especially just as you were going away on a visit.  I don’t see what 
has gotten into me.  I am of course much worried over matters here & I am so awfully 
lonesome for you.  I believe that you do all you can in your letters darling but letters dont seem 
to be enough to help me out of the longing__  Darling I am very glad that you have gone to 
Madison & so very glad of the good feeling there.  I can’t tell you how glad it makes me and I 
know that you will not do anything to break up in the least the harmony that exists there about 
us_  I do so wish I could be at home for I need to see some body that I belong to.  I need some 
sympathy[,] some live human sympathy[,] & I am so far away from anyone I know.  Darling I 
shall wait with the utmost interest to hear from your mothers move.  I do hope for much from 
it_  Wouldn’t it be nice for us in the Summer to have our two families so near together.  Dr 
Smart informed me this morning that the students played their trick on Tuesday night to annoy 
me[,] that they are talking about Miss Weed & me[,] & that they wanted to see what we were 
about & designed at first to climb in and peep.  That it wouldn’t do to punish for that because 
then the rumor might go out that we did things which were out of the way & so caused the 
students to spy upon us.  I sat on him for that pretty thoroughly & then insisted upon a 
thorough punishment of the boys who were caught in the scrape_  He told me that Mr Blair[,] 
one of the men I caught[,] had owned up to being one of the principal parties & that he said he 
did it to annoy me.  Also that the boys meant to stick together and if one fellow was punished 
they meant to stand by him.  I shall insist that all hands engaged in the thing be bounced out or 
I will be mad enough to resign my position as curator of the thing &  I don’t know that I shall 
resign my position for I must say that the money is some[,] tho not much[,] object___  
compared with the life here.  I think however that there is no doubt that Dr. S[mart]. means to 
back me up & I certainly feel that now we have given clemency long enough.  If the boys think 
they run the school the present is a good time to show them what a mistake they have made.  I 
shall be an interested spectator at the meeting today & you may depend I shall put my oar in.  I 
shall also now favor a plan not to let a single man in that dormitory whom we know to have 
been in the rumpus without he is willing to sign a written pledge & be decent there.  They have 
got to be made to feel that their hold there as rebels is very insecure_  I am fortunate in that I 
don’t get all broken up over these rows but I despise these students so that I dont care for their 
growling anymore than I should for the squirming of a worm_  It is a bit inconvenient & I don’t 
feel much for the worms.  I shall bounce several of them before they are settled down_  Dr. 
Smart is at the bottom of this trouble for he made a fool demand of them about the football & 
then did not back it up or do anything whatever about it.  I have given him some pretty good 



hits several times on his wonderful boasts about following things up & have got a much bigger 
charge loaded for him than any yet fired. 

Darling all this isn’t very interesting to you I know.  It would be if you were here but I 
can’t write a plain enough account for you to understand it very well__  I wish that I should 
hear from Brooks that [J. Playfair] McMurrich[,] who is lecturer at Johns Hopkins I in Vertebrate 
anatomy[,] is going to leave & that I can have his place.  Wouldn’t that be lovely.  I am so tired 
of the west with its eternal utilitarianism  _  How much is everything worth? in dollars & sense.  
What is the use?  Dinned into my ears from early morn till dewy eve_  It gets monotonous__  
There is no study here for its own sake & hence no scholarship & no scholars__   

I cant write you much of a letter Darling at this time for my time is short but I do want 
you to hear from me at Madison & not have to go on the poor letter I sent this morning.  You 
know Darling how I love you.  I am awfully lonesome for you but I wouldnt give up what I have 
& all I have tho it would be comfortable to be a little happier_  Give my love to all the folks & 
remember darling that I send you a special measure of love & kisses__  Your own longing 

                  Harry 


