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My darling[,], My own darling Effie: 
 When I saw a letter last night from your mother and none from you Darling I knew as 
well as if I had opened the letter what the reason was_  Darling I know that you meant well by 
telling her not to “scare me” but Effie my own it would have been far better for me if she had 
told me what was ailing you_  I know that you thought you were doing best and Darling you did 
right but it wasn’t best and Darling if there is ever again a need of her writing in your stead 
please insist upon my having the full particulars.  Darling don’t feel that I am scolding you or 
anything like that.  I don’t mean it so but I want you to understand just how it is.  Suppose 
Darling you should get a note in place of my letter written say by Miss Weed saying that I was 
too sick to write & not one other word about me.  You would be wild till you heard.  I was so all 
last night and this morning I was at the office when the door opened.  I didn’t write last night 
Darling because I couldn’t.  I left here as soon as I had read your mothers letter & spent the 
time till 10:30 with Huston[,] Supper & the club, whist & billiards & talk[,] anything to kill time.  
My darling I knew that you had done the best thing as your understood it but I just couldn’t 
have the time go fast enough till the time for my letter this morning.  When I saw my mail lying 
by the window at the office[,] the Evening Post on top[,] my heart failed for usually the letter 
lies above the Post and I concluded that your letter has failed.  I had no interest in the mail but 
as he handed it to me I saw a letter from you[,] also one from Rice.  Well Darling I felt at rest 
then for I knew that you would tell me what was the matter tho I supposed you were still sick.  
If there had been no letter I should have telegraphed you[,] for 24 hours more of that sort of 
thing would have been more expensive than the telegrams.  Darling don’t do it again if there is 
anything the matter with you.  Get Ada to write or someone who will tell me what ails you.  
While your mothers letter would have been very welcome and under ordinary circumstances it 
didn’t help me much last night.  Darling I tell you this to guide you in the future if you need it.  I 
do hope Darling that you will not need it but will be well and at the least much better from now 
on_  Darling it is all right now & has been all the time so far as you were concerned for I knew 
that you had been thoughtful & done what you believed to be best.  Prof[essor] Rice & Dr 
Brooks have both written to me.  I enclose their letters.  Rice will keep his eyes open I know & 
Brooks also_  I do not feel worried because they have no promising place in mind because 
Darling the good places are hard to get and don’t turn up every day.  There is no rational doubt 
that if I stick I shall be all right but during these present days sometimes it is fearfully hard to 
stick.  I get so blue & unhappy that I feel as if I should be glad to throw up the whole thing & try 
my luck at something else but I only think so when I am blue for when I am myself I feel sure  
that I am right & am doing right.  I feel sure that I have gotten into the right work & that sooner 
or later a good position will come.  But I get so frightfully blue sometimes & it seems then as if it 
would never come & as if all my life had been & was doomed to be full of want & never any 



satisfaction.  I dont believe that today & I dont really ever believe it & yet there are times when 
I almost lose my balance & feel as if anything would be better than the present.  Darling I didn’t 
know how hard this last piece would be or I guess I should have written you differently last Fall 
when you said you would marry at Christmas if I urged it.  But Darling this only represents the 
way I feel at times but not by any means most of the time & I am better by far than I was a year 
ago most of the time. 

Darling I hope that you went to Madison & I hope that while there you will get my letter.  
I should be glad if I could hear that you had decided to stay there a week.  I think it would do 
you good if you could leave New York & go up there for a rest.  Darling I won’t write now about 
your letter.  I have no need for time to think it over for my mind is unchanged & Darling I feel 
now that we are to be married sans doute in June or July as you decide.  We can’t help be 
happy as we feel that now the thing is finally settled & my heart is happier & lighter today than 
it has been for a long time.  If I could see you it would be perfect.  Now goodbye Darling with 
fondest truest love & Ө  Ө  Ө 

from your own loving Harry. 


