
         Purdue Mar 28 [18]86_ 
My own darling Effie 
 I will not have to reconsider our plans at all in the light of Dr Smarts offer.  I am settled 
on it.  Of course I dont mean that I am settled upon accepting the place & shall stop looking 
elsewhere but I mean that I shall not want to change the plans we formed at Christmas to 
marry if we were to have no more than $1000.  It isn’t much but it will beno enough to take 
care of us if we are careful.  We can save some of it.  I can live alone on less than five hundred 
dollars a year and we can certainly live double on less than twice that amount.  I feel sure 
darling that we are doing right to marry for I shall be entirely free from debt and I am sure of a 
place[,] not for one year merely but as long as I want to remain here probably_  If nothing 
better turns up next year it will still be open_  I suppose that there is no doubt of this.  Darling 
as to the details you mention I never seriously doubted Darling about the plan of your taking 
room, & board here as I have done.  I am afraid to feed you so poorly lest it will cause a 
breakdown in your health.  I am in earnest about that.  Then too Darling it isnt pleasant in the 
dining room with all the students.  Besides that the dormitory matter is a good deal of bother 
or would be not enough tho to make me throw it up on that account.  I am not certain either 
that I can have it another year but I presume there is no doubt of that.  If this room were not 
upon the first floor I should ask nothing better.  I wish we could have two rooms but I wouldn’t 
change this for the two Miss Elder had.  Both are very small[,] about the size of your 4th floor 
front hall room.  This room is very large & would be very comfortable for us and extremely 
handy.  Then too darling[,] there is another thing.  Miss Elder’s rooms are so near the girls 
rooms that your piano would be a disturbance often when they might want to study & here we 
should be so retired that you could play at any time you choose.  I think Darling that upon the 
whole we should be best suited with this room tho I do think the location very objectionable_  
There is a room adjoining this[,] one used by Mrs Stockton as an office for the boarders to pay 
their dues.  It might perhaps be gotten & we could use it for a bed room_  We should find it 
unhandy to have this one room for all our house hold life but I think that if we decide to stay 
upon the college grounds we shall find this to be the best thing we can do unless I can fix up 
some trade with Mrs Stockton for some of her rooms.  I like this tho best of all & I know we 
should find it very cozy here.  I think Darling that if I stay here I will keep the dormitory for the 
sake of the pay & the room but I have many misgivings.  It will place you under the hoosier 
curiosity of these boors & they will be ten to one peering into the room through the curtains 
unless you are careful to keep them drawn night & day_  Miss Weed told me that some of the 
girls told her that I had a piece of mince pie & a couple of doughnuts on my window sill & they 
could only have seen them by creeping up & peeping in_  Darling we could of course live in 
spite of the students curiosity and I guess you wouldn’t mind it any more than I do and I don’t 
care any more for it than I do for the peep of a toad.  But when I think of your being talked 
about by their [ill.] tongues I do feel rather differently about it.  We must let that matter rest for 



the present.  I will mean while have a talk with Dr Smart and see if he wants me to run the 
dormitory again & will let me have the room again & put in some for repairs_  If I can have the 
wall kalsomined afresh what color would you prefer[?]  They are very light blue now?  Darling I 
don’t understand what you mean by saying or at least implying that I am a first class man.  I 
understood that I was rated as a third class teacher.  Please explain on what ground you called 
me a first class teacher.  Wasn’t Rice’s letter nice?  You will like him when you get acquainted I 
know.  You see he sympathized with my lament over the general stupidity of students.  I should 
be glad to try Eastern students to see if they are as good for nothing as these.   Suppose I am 
invited there this year as examiner.  What do you say to going?  If it came a few days after our 
wedding it would be O.K.  But I guess it will come at just the wrong time.  We can go up to 
Middletown some moonlight night next summer.  I will go up to get some specimens I own 
there & charge the trip to Purdue.  Wouldn’t it be a pretty trip & spend a couple of days there & 
go back by steamer.  We could go down the river just about sunset - twilight & it is a lovely trip.  
We might do Hartford at the same time with slight additional Expense.  I dont know but we 
should find that a good way to go to Boston or back through Springfield[,] Hartford[,] New 
Haven & home_  But of that more by[e] & bye_  I have been thinking about Rices letter 
Middletown for some time before Rices letter came & have always wanted to show you that 
charming place where I spent so many happy years_  It is better that I did not go straight back 
there for I need the weaning the West is giving me & shall be the stronger & wiser & better for 
it all.  Today has gone quietly and it is now evening.  Directly after supper I walked over to the 
city & mailed your letter so that you would be sure and receive it by Tuesday Evening for I know 
you will be anxious for it.  I think Darling that you are in my state.  You can’t get letters enough 
& yet they don’t begin to satisfy you & tho you know they aren’t going to satisfy you[,] you still 
want them.  I have felt very peaceful & as happy as I can be at present today.  Things have run 
smoothly with me & only one thing has been needful to make me completely happy.  It will be 
April first soon & then only one more whole month.  We are well past the half way post & three 
months nearly are behind us_  You will soon begin active preparation for the great event.  
Darling don’t do too much.  Be moderate, buy if you will but dont make up many dresses.  You 
will have little nor no need of them here[,] I mean of a great variety[,] and you will have lots of 
time here.  Take the preparation time easy & dont let yourself over work or get excited.  I 
presume darling I shall have to repeat this caution before I see you_   

I wonder if you read the pretty story by Helen Hunt Jackson in the April Harpers called 
“Little Bel’s Supplement.”  It is about a Scotch Girl & how she taught school so well married & 
married etc.  It is a very petty story & I enjoyed it so much.  The girl some way reminded me of 
you.  I guess you will think  you must be as variable as a chameleon for so many things remind 
me of you but the fact is that it is so easy to think of you that it can hardly be called reminding 
at all__ 



I think I told you that Van Landingham[,] the present gardener[,] was intending to make 
a tank for water lillies.  He made the tank last week.  It is out here in front of my window and 
would be handy for bathing purposes but for its proximity to the street & to the Young Ladies 
Boarding hall.  He has the Green house full of plants all ready to stick into the ground and he is 
ten times more active than Eliott[,] the last man[,] ever thought of being.  He has dug a big 
ornamental bed which he will soon set out with Foliage plants with the words Purdue 
Univ[ersity] _ and some more.  He will[,] I feel sure[,] put the campus in fine shape.   

A friend of Miss Weed[,] Miss Hartman[,] is visiting her for a few days.  She is one of 
your substantial (mentally) sort & I wish she was going to stay.  We haven’t gotten acquainted 
with Miss More at all as yet & cant tell anything as to how she will pan out.  She is so very quiet.  
I dont think she knows very much except the studies she will teach.  I found such a good article 
on Venice in one of the Scribners I cut up at your house in August.  The article is well illustrated.  
I advise you to hunt it up.  You have the duplicate of the magazine I remember.  The plan of the 
city I valued particularly.  Mr Golden proves a good reading companion and the work is most 
interesting.  I guess we shall before very long want to try two readings a week.  

Now Darling I must leave you and read a bit before I go to sleep.  It is already nine 
oclock.  I send you a heart full of love & that cant be measured & kisses[,] lots of them. 

With longing & love 
      from your own 
              Harry. 


