
         Purdue Mar 31 [18]86__ 
My own darling Effie 
 I received your Madison letter this morning and was so glad to get it.  I will answer it 
first & then if there is any time left will tell you about today but as usual there isn’t much that 
you will care to hear_  I am glad you were feeling so much better & had such a pleasant visit at 
Madison.  I hope that the change will do you good_  I cant see how $1000 is worth as much as 
$1500 East would be for it costs a good deal to come out here & return & living isn’t such a 
terrible lot cheaper here and the same grade could be had East at not much greater cost.  I 
think that as far as the cost goes we shall not live a very great deal cheaper here considering 
the traveling expenses.  But my chief point in preferring this at $1000 to other places is that I 
should have much lighter work & more agreeable work & better advantages_  If I were in or 
near New York I would be tempted to take $1000 quick but not in some distant country town.  
If I could be near the libraries & museums it would be a great advantage to me but I should nt 
care to go East to some small school a good way from the city so that I couldn’t consult the 
library freely.  Here I am better off than I should be in nine places out of ten or I might say 
ninety nine out of one hundred_  We can live on the salary especially if we have this room & in 
spite of the distance from home I think that Purdue will be our best strike for the first.  Still if a 
place in or close to New York should turn up at $1000 I should think a good many times before I 
let it go.  I know that we could be very comfortable in Baltimore at on $1000.  Of course we 
couldn’t live in New York on $1000 but we could I have no doubt find board in Brooklyn or in 
some other place nearby for $12 - 15 per week & be very comfortable.  But I don’t imagine that 
we shall get a chance to try just yet.    

I think your Uncle Theo’s offer is fine.  I had thought of that & wondered why he didn’t 
suggest it for it seemed to me just the solution of the thing.  I knew that Ada was entirely 
honest in her offer & yet I felt that it was a little bit homeless like for the wedding to take place 
there.  I did not think of this as at all against Ada & I knew how highly you esteem her & yet I 
felt that it would be a pleasanter if the wedding was at the house of some of the family_  Your 
Uncle Ten Eyck’s offer was lovely but out of the question.  This is just the thing.  I am glad of it 
too for your mothers sake since as you say she will now stop worrying about the house_  I 
should like to have seen Cousin The[o] very much here & shown him showers of attention even 
to dismissing a class to show him around.  Almost any one from home would be most welcome 
here at the present & that dont mean anything against your uncle.  I suppose that we shall 
consider that we are to accept or shall I say you will accept his offer in case your mother does 
not find a house_ 
 I did not get your letter this evening.  There has been bad weather for a day or so & I 
guess the mails are behind.  I walked over hoping it would come in the 5:30 mail but it did not 
come_  It is a horrible night[,] driving snow & very stiff breeze.  March is dying hard.  My walk 
home wasn’t charming but I was glad it stormed & gave me some thing to fight.  Mr Golden was 



here this evening & then I was out trying to find out if the boys are going to Surprise us with any 
jokes tomorrow morning and now it is eleven oclock & I must go to bed_  With deepest fondest 
love & lots of kisses for my Effie 

from Your own 
  Harry__ 

 
My own darling[,] it is April first and I am very glad to begin a new month & hop[e] it will be a 
far happier month than March was_  March went very hard part of the time & I do hope that 
better days are in store for us now that we have left March behind.  Today is Thursday and I do 
not know anything of you Darling since Sunday__  That seems a long time & it is a long time too 
for it takes only 36 hours for a letter to reach me from you.  But I have not yet had the morning 
mail & shall doubtless get then what I ought to have had last night.  I hope that you got the 
letter I sent to Madison.  It should I thought have reached you by Saturday Evening but you 
would then have gotten it as you mailed mine__  I hope that you called at the office on Monday 
morning & got it for I don’t care to have my letters left there long.  The gossip element is strong 
there & they might get some data from the letters.  I had such hard luck with the last one I sent 
there that I at first thought I would write as usual but I felt sure you would like me to write to 
Madison so I sent one from here on Thursday which must have gotten there not later than 
Monday morning I should suppose.  I haven’t much data on which to tell when they get my 
letters at home for no one ever mentions my letters at all.  What Sue wrote & what you read is 
all that anyone has said about my letters this year.  You see they dont care much about them[,] 
that is about what is in them.  They only want to have them written & receive them & that is 
the end of it apparently. 
 I must tell you Miss Stockton’s latest form of torture.  She has gotten a college song 
book[,] Students Songs[,] you know Litorea, Shool, etc and she is apparently “just perfectly 
devoted to them.”  I don’t mean any disrespect to the songs at all for I am chargeable with 
having sung & played them hundreds of thousands of times.  But she bangs through them 
bound on getting out the spirit and hitting discords right & left.  They are so simple that one 
would suppose the chords would fall in as naturally as the inflection of the voice in speaking.  It 
beats me even & you know how I sometimes carouse through a music which is too bad hard for 
me.  But I at least know when I am wrong but can’t do any better.  She dont even know that She 
is wrong.  She plays a major chord with the third flatted.  There is one where the one three five 
is repeated three times and major chords she always plays a minor third tho she uses the third 
properly in all the rest of the piece.  She is still fatiguing the Bohemian girl & it would be 
amusing if one heard it but seldom & is not so much so the oftener you hear it.  You will see 
Darling one great objection to your having this room.  But you can escape by beginning your 
own practice at the same time.  I generally if I have the time drown her out in the same way.  
Last Sunday night a week ago I caught up with her by trying some flute & piano music while she 



had her caller.  I guess that she got the college songbook to get even with me.  Now Darling I 
must stop & mail this.  With deepest truest love Darling 

Ever your own loving 
     Harry        
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