
         Purdue Apl 1 [18]86__ 
My own Darling Effie 
 This is to be your Sunday’s letter & I do hope that it will be at the office on time on 
Sunday morning & that you will be able to go after it.  I wish Darling it could be just the right 
sort of a letter to help you most; that is possible.  I wish that I could be there in its place Darling 
but that is not possible.  We would both be helped wonderfully by that I know but since it isn’t 
possible I want this letter to be just the best possible substitute for that.  I received the letter 
you mailed on Tuesday this morning__  You must have missed the letter at Madison or better it 
must have missed you.  You probably didn’t have time to get the morning mail before you left 
Madison.  The letter wasn’t a very good one to be sure but I did my best to send you the best 
thing I could to catch you at Madison if possible.  You didn’t mention in your letter finding one 
at New York when you got home but I feel sure you must have found one there.  I am sorry that 
Mr. Knowles is such a poor preacher & that he always roiles you so but you can have this 
comforting assurance that he will never be our preacher.  I feel much as papa does about many 
of the ministers.  They do seem to care more than one would think consistent for the things 
that do not directly pertain to their parish work.  It is utter nonsense for anyone to do so poorly 
as Mr. K. does.  He should do better or stop.  If he can do better he should do so & if he cant do 
better he should stop__  I don’t like to say what I should do if I had him as a pastor.  I fear I 
should be a rather irregular attendant at church__  There does seem so much show about some 
churches that I think they dont do so much good as they ought.  The church at Madison has 
been very unfortunate for some time.  The last three pastors have all been rather inclined to 
live upon the church rather than for it.  I shall not write home about this & you needn’t fear 
Darling lest I shall get you involved in anything there.  It is hard to say what ones duty is in 
regard to attending when the case is like this.  I really think one ought to attend & yet it isn’t an 
easy thing to do.  I thought that the budget of papers about the delayed envelope was very 
interesting indeed.  I asked permission to keep them.  They send the papers to headquarters 
accompanied by my request and I am to hear from them in due time.  I wrote the matter out so 
fully in my letter to you for the sake of having a record in case the letters were not returned to 
me.  Let me see that letter you must have received on Monday or Tuesday for I wrote about 
that matter in the letter I mailed on Saturday I think[,] didn’t I__  I got the papers on Friday 
afternoon I believe & think I wrote the same day & mailed my letter on Saturday.   

This evening you are to spend at Bessie’s.  I do hope you will feel well & in shape to 
enjoy the evening there_  I should enjoy spending the evening there instead of here in my 
lonely den but shall have to take it out in thinking about it instead_   

I think Darling that the plan of having our marriage at Montclair will be a good one.  I 
hadn’t much time to write about it in my last letter & meant to write more about it in this one_  
Have you decided yet on the time or is it too early yet for that.  I think I shall be home by June 
13[,] possibly on June 12th.  We close here on 10th which is Thursday.  I may be able to leave on 



Friday night & could then get to you by Sunday morning or if I leave on Friday afternoon by 
Sat[urday]. ev[enin]g_  I shall be crazy enough to get away you may depend & can possibly 
leave on Thursday but I guess we had better not count upon any such thing as that.  Of course 
Darling[,] I shall be ready for our marriage soon after that.  Any time you think best will suit me.  
We have I suppose decided that it is best early in the vacation.  I see no reason to change that 
plan_  I know it is your right to set the time but Darling I also think[,] no I know[,] that you won’t  
be hurt if I ask you to let me help & talk it over with you.  We always believed in talking things 
over together you know & do still.  Ө  Darling isn’t it lovely to think that the first week of the 
term is gone & there are only ten weeks more.  I feel dreadfully all the time without you & our 
wedding will have to me far more than ordinary significance for it will be a relief from these 
miserable separations & we shall both know that we shan’t have any more such work as we are 
having now_  Today is Ap[ri]l 1__ and ten more Thursdays will bring us to June 10__  I tell you 
darling it always helps me to consult my calendar & see how steadily the time draws nearer__  
After we get together I shall begin to draw a long breath again___  I shall not be as awkward 
when we meet this time as I was last year_  I wonder when that meeting will take place__  It 
was such happiness in Dec[ember]_  I rushed up from the Ferry and then after I tapped on the 
window & there was no response for full two minutes the door opened and you were in my 
arms___  We were happy then Darling and it was dark & we were all alone & we didn’t have to 
wait several hours for it to get dark while we were both frantic for more than we had ever yet 
known tho we had been engaged nine months.  Darling that first night in Dec[ember] was a 
happy night & how soon we forgot all but the dear loved one who was gone & now present.  I 
don’t want separations to make the return intensely happy.  They bring too much misery but I 
often thing that those who have not been separated dont half know what it is to meet after the 
months of separation.  I hope we shall never have that bliss but once more__ 

Darling I started to say sometime back before I got switched off that I think the 
Montclair offer is good in many ways.  Chiefest of them all is the relief it has brought your 
mother.  Of course she would feel that it was very hard for your marriage to take place at a 
strangers house.  I do not mean to imply that Ada is an ordinary stranger.  Still for the present 
purpose[,] it amounts to that.  For she & you too would feel that people would think it kind do 
funny perhaps, a little that way any how & would think that you were rather a homeless sort of 
person.  I don’t know how much that would weigh but I imagine it would weigh considerably.  I 
had thought it would be nicer if the Creamers would offer than have it at Adas for that 
reason__  But your mothers brother’s is of course almost the same thing as home_  Montclair 
too is very convenient & would be far pleasanter being in the country to having the wedding in 
the city.  I don’t know how much country Montclair is & one good thing about the scheme is it 
will give me a good chance to visit the burg_  I imagine I shall take a little run out to Eagle Rock 
just before the ceremony to take the squeak out of my new shoes__  You are no doubt planning 
lots about the thing & talking it over.  Wont you please write me what are the latest bits of talk 



on it?  You haven’t mentioned it lately much but as the time creeps on Darling I know you just 
have your mind more or less full of it.  At least that is [what] the girls are usually expected to do 
& I feel that you are no exception here.  What was the Madison talk about it[?]  You must tell 
me that.  (Did you wear your seal skin to M[adison]. & what did they say about it?)  I have 
several questions I want to ask.   
1_  Is Ada fixing up her house much[?]  What has she done & when are they going to begin?   
2.   Have the Ellis’es gotten fixed up yet & when will they begin?   
3_  What has become of Mr Zerfass, do you see much of him[,] is he the same volatile creature 
and has he ceased to trouble you?   
4.   Is Lottie still talking of giving up her school or is she settling down?  Does she like it any 
better or is she still dissatisfied.   
5.   Have you found out anything about this years Illustrated Catalogue of American Etchers?   

Darling you needn’t feel compelled to answer all these questions at the same instant 
but tell me some thing on these points.  You have told me more or less on some from time to 
time but I want information brought down to date. 

I rather thought that the boys would get up something funny as an April Fool joke with 
which to amuse (?) us today & spend some time on the watch last night in the snow but there 
was no attempt & all has been quiet today.  We don’t anticipate anymore trouble now for some 
time.   Next week we have the three nights bore otherwise known as the Annual 
Entertainments[,] the stupidest event of all the year.  But they are necessary[,] an evil incident 
to youth like chicken pox & measles__  I shall consider my duty well before going but shall no 
doubt when the time comes feel compelled to go.  Wouldn’t it be fine if we could only escape 
by sending our card?  I mean by the we & our me & my for I presume I shall go alone_  Dr Smart 
has told me that the students think that I do things which they can’t[,] meaning my calling on 
Miss Weed[,] and I think it will best for me not to give them any more fuel.  I should like nothing 
better than to tell these students what a pack of asses they are & I did tell Dr Smart that he was 
a goose to pay any attention to them but not in just that language_  Now I must stop & go to 
work.  Oh Darling I am so full of longing for you.  I shall be so glad the tenth Sunday from today.  
Darling I do love you with all my whole heart & when we are together once more there will be 
no more trouble.  At least if there is we shall be able to help each other, for then we will be able 
I know to do what for some reason we can’t seem to do by letters.  Goodbye my darling with 
unspeakable love & tenderness & such longing for you & Ө Ө Ө Ө Ө Ө Ө Ө 

from your own Harry___   
Friday morning - My own Darling[,] I feel better this morning & did yesterday than I had before 
for a long time.  Some how Darling[,] there seem to be times when I can’t be resigned to what I 
know we can’t either of us help and I get so blue that I can’t write decent letters.  I tore up 
several letters last week & the one I sent Sunday was entirely rewritten.  I know Darling that it 
all grows out of our hard position & is not because we aren’t fit for each other.  I haven’t the 



least doubt that all these troubles will vanish when we are together.  I know they will.  Don’t 
feel too discouraged to keep on writing Effie[,] for Darling I know we should fare worse if we 
didn’t write_  Very often  I feel as if for the moment I should feel better if I didn’t write but I 
know that this is only an illusion & not so at all & I should feel far worse & you would too.  
Darling without your letters I should be far worse than I am now.  They keep me up & keep me 
going.  I know that you are feeling discouraged over them.  I feel very sure of it tho you haven’t 
told me so.  Darling we mustn’t get back upon the old ground for[,] Effie my own[,] we both 
know perfectly how we are beloved & there ought to be no reason for any trouble except the 
longing.  Darling if I have been fretful while I was blue and I know I was tho I tried to be 
thoughtful of you (but you can’t see it on a letter as you could if I said it) I am very sorry & I 
want you to feel that it is all right.  It is all right Darling.  It must be for I think of you all the time 
& love you with all my heart.  Darling you know this & I haven’t ever had since Sept[ember] 8 
[18]84 the least shadow of a doubt of the sincerity & strength of your love_  Darling forgive me 
for making your part any harder & let us both try hard for these last ten weeks.  They aren’t so 
very long now and they will bring us to such happiness at their end.  I felt very miserable last 
week and this week too both bodily and spiritually.  But I have been very careful about my 
eating & my sleep & I feel much better now & my Darling I hope we shall get some way out of 
this horrible pit and be able to get some comfort[,] a great deal of comfort[,] out of our bright 
anticipations.  We have every reason to be hopeful & as happy as we can ever be when apart__  
Darling you know I love you with all my heart[,] don’t you_  Oh Effie my own Darling[,] if I could 
only see you and pet you a while I know you would stop being blue and tell me that it was all 
straight & clear_  Effie you haven’t been troubled with any doubt of my love[,] have you?  I 
don’t believe that you have been Darling but if there has been any such feeling at all Darling it 
isn’t so.  I do love you with all my heart and my only wish now & always is to be with you.  I 
dont think of any other thing (hardly) but that.  I feel almost sure Darling that you are very 
miserable but and Darling I don’t dare to let it pass without writing about it tho I had at first 
meant to do so & carefully kept away from it last night but Effie you must not be miserable for 
any other reason than because we cant be together.  If there is the least bit of feeling Darling 
that I don’t understand you please Darling put it aside for I do understand you[,] Effie my own[,] 
& I see that you do love me just as I love you & there has never been the last doubt about that.  
Now Darling I cant believe that I have done wrong in writing this.  We both[,] I especially[,] get 
so blue at times that we just cant seem to see straight but Darling let us both brace up now for 
we are both of us perfectly certain of one thing & that is the very best thing in all the world to 
us___  We both know positively[,] we havent the least doubt of it[,] that the person we love 
best in all the world loves us with the whole soul[,] that there is no stint[,] no limit.  My heart is 
all yours & no one but you has any place there & I know Darling that your love is the same & 
unchangeable_  Darling I have thought so much about you this term & thought & thought what 
I could say to help you.  There is so little going on here to write about and it has seemed so 



stale to write about the little life of Purdue & yet I believe now that it would interest you more 
than almost anything else tho hardest to me to write about.  Darling dont think I haven’t tried.  I 
do try in every letter but I can’t seem to always succeed.  Now Effie my own[,] cheer up __  
Perhaps all this is not needed.  Perhaps you are not blue but I fully believe that on Monday & 
Tuesday you were [ill.] a a very miserable girl & I do so hope it will be the last time.  Darling I 
have told you all this or much the same before.  It is all true & it has all helped us heretofore & I 
feel very sure that it will do so again and Darling the reason is this[:] we can forget all that 
troubles while this love star shines bright & we can see it plainly.  It is our star of hope__  You 
dear precious darling girl[,] only look at that star and it will be all right[,] for Effie you know that 
I love you with all my heart and can never change__  I must top Darling & go to work.    

What shall be the fate of this Sundays letter?  Will it be at the office[?]  Will you be able 
to go after it[?]  Will my letters have so discouraged you my own that you wont go[?]  Oh 
Darling will it[,] if you get it[,] help you any or will it only do more harm than good?  Darling I do 
love you.  I do love you.  Oh my own precious darling darling little girl__ I would be so very very 
glad if I could come to you & take you off all alone & sit with you & kiss your lips & make you 
tell me that all is well & that all the trouble is over because I am with you_  Oh Darling it is hard 
to be so far from you & to see that it goes so hard with you too as well as me.  Now my 
darling[,] I must tear my self away from this letter.  I am almost afraid to send it lest it isn’t the 
right thing but I believe it must be the right thing for it is the truth.  Darling Darling how I do 
love you___  It is because I want you so awfully that I get so blue & then you get blue because I 
am_____  God help us both darling & I know he will if we ask him aright.  He has helped me___ 
 Your own loving 
         Harry.   


