
        Purdue Apl 4 [18]86 
 8:45 A.M. 
Effie my own darling __ 
 I do love you so much[,] Darling[,] my darling[,] my own Effie_  Darling it is Sunday 
morning.  I have just had my breakfast and will write this & then go for the mail.  Darling it is 
your letter solely that makes me want that Sunday morning mail.  I could waite very 
composedly till tomorrow but for that but I do want your letters and must have them if I know 
they are in the office.  I go over often now after dinner for I can by that scheme get your letter 
at 1:30 & should otherwise worry & fuss & wish for it till 4:30.  I was so glad yours came 
yesterday in the morning but I think it fits in with your time better for you to write in the 
evening and so Darling I don’t think you had better try to change & hurry to get a letter off 
before 5:30 P.M. as you would have to.  I think that the present times are altogether best in 
general__  Darling I do hope that you will get my letter today.  I know you will be just as I am 
about going to the office & if there is a possibility you will go & I do hope that you will not 
misunderstand the letter or be hurt in any way by it.  Darling I do love you & it is the same 
feeling always.  I love you so fondly & tenderly & I would be so glad if I could only come to you 
& have a talk_ 
 Darling I hope that you had a better time at Bessies on Thursday evening than you were 
anticipating when you wrote.  It is too bad that you are afflicted with so much cold & similar 
trouble.  When you come under my charge I am going to watch you so close that you shall not 
have a cold any oftener than I do which this winter has been never for I havent had a hard cold 
this winter & I think I may add last Winter also__ 
 Effie Darling I reread carefully all you wrote about our plans for next year and I will tell 
you what I think about them.  I think that perhaps it will be our wisest course to take this room 
& board with Mrs. Stockton.  Indeed Darling I think that on the whole that will be the wisest 
course.  But I feel not the least hesitation in saying that that is not absolutely essential to the 
plan & if it should turn out that we dont want to or for any reason can’t we should be 
nevertheless able to live & live nicely inside the income provided we had no more than the 
$1000__  I dont want us either of us to feel that we are dependent on the Dormitory matter 
tho’ it is well enough to have that as an extra.  You understand me Darling do you not.  I don’t 
mean that I shall be any more inclined to give up the Dorm[itory]. because I dont have to take it 
but I mean that I shall want to feel independent about it.  But as the Dorm[itory]. represents to 
us at least $200. it is of course so much clear gain & at little cost & we will take it unless there is 
some very extraordinary reason to prevent__  Now it is just possible that Dr. S[mart]. may not 
want a married man in this room & so put in a complication but I do not look for any such thing 
as that.  Then in the second place he may not want me to keep it any longer[,] thinking perhaps 
that I will neglect it after I am married or something of that sort.  But this I dont think will be so 
at all.  In fact I feel pretty certain that he will be very anxious for me to keep it for the reason 



that it is difficult to find persons both able & willing to take the nasty business__  You can just 
bet that nothing but the financial consideration weighs with me.  I detest the thing & hate such 
work utterly but I can do it if necessary & I have given entire satisfaction to all concerned 
except some of the boys_  As for your running the boarding house[,] Darling I wont call it a wild 
scheme tho I had never thought of it before you wrote of it but I must say that I don’t like it.  At 
least I shouldn’t think of it at all unless Mag were to come too.  But I don’t like that part of the 
project.  Servants are very hard to get and they are very independent.  They feel that we are a 
good way from the city and that we Mrs. S[tockton]. just grinds them night & day here.  The 
place has got a bad reputation among the servants in Lafayette and I should be afraid that part 
of the time you would have to do a good deal of the actual work.  I should much prefer that we 
have a private house & take a few boarders to that project I think but I dont favor either.  There 
would be but little money in the thing[,] at any rate at first[,] & much real hard work & I am not 
willing Darling for you to do that.  I didn’t at first like the notion of your having pupils but I am 
getting used to that but I dont think I should like you to try to & run this club_  Mrs. S[tockton]. 
& Ella both do considerable work from time to time & you would have to be buying etc a good 
deal & I wouldn’t like it[,] at least not right the first thing.  Of course if in the middle of the year 
Mrs S[tockton]. should depart I & some one just had to take it & I could make Dr. S[mart]. 
assume all financial responsibility & pay a salary & then take all the profits I don’t know but 
what I would send for Mag & give you girls a chance___  Now Darling don’t feel that I am sitting 
on your project at all but I do not at first thought altogether favor the scheme.  However our 
future will not depend on it & we shall be well & happy & so happy if we have nothing but the 
$1000. & each other.  One reason why I think we should be better off in Lafayette is that you 
could have pupils easier and as my time is at present arranged I could live there pretty well tho 
not so conveniently as on this side.  I have not wanted to see Dr. S[mart]. about my having this 
room because I thought that it wasn’t the best time but I shall do so before long and also I will 
see if the state weather service pans out at all for you recollect he said that perhaps I might 
have that.  I wish he would form a class in Latin & give me that.  Yesterday I wrote a review of 
the French memoir by Burrois & sent to Science.  If they accept it they will bay [pay] me at least 
$5.00 for it & I made $3. out of them for a notice of one of this mans articles once before.  I 
found a paragraph in the memoir quoting the previous notice in Science & I guess it was on 
account of that that he send me the memoir.  I was paid $250 the other day (yesterday) and 
Darling I will send you on a draft for your loan in a few days.  Last night I took supper with 
Huston & in the Evening I went to call on Mrs. Vinnedge___  She invited us to come there to 
dinner today.  Of course I neednt say I will go.  When I left there (10:30) it was snowing hard & 
this morning the ground was all covered but as the sun is coming out it won’t last very long.  
Now Darling my darling I must stop.  Oh Darling I do love you so & it is so hard to be away out 
here alone.  I can’t help being blue sometimes__  I feel sorry I am not able to keep up all the 



time & help you_  There goes those College Songs & here I go to the office.  With fondest love & 
sweet Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө from your own loving 

 Harry. 


