
         Purdue Apl 6 [18]86 
My own Effie[,] my own darling 
 I do wish that I could see you this morning.  I feel just the same want every single 
morning & it lasts all day till night.  Isn’t it awful to go along in this way day after day & week 
after week and for more than five months?  But I wouldn’t have it otherwise Darling.  It must be 
while we are apart so long as we love as we do & therefore it will always be so_  I was too busy 
to write last night & thought I should get up early for I usually wake up shortly after six oclock & 
cant get asleep again but this morning I managed to sleep through till 6:45.  I shall not have 
time to write a long letter if I get this in the morning mail but I will write as much as I can & if I 
dont feel that it is enough to go for more than a note I will hold it and let you have it later in the 
day or Thursday.  Yesterday was a lovely Spring day.  Today it is snowing hard_  Winter came 
late and seems bound to stay.  I think that the Indiana clerk of the Weather must be a Hoosier.    
Darling your letter came on time last evening and it was what I was waiting all day for.  A letter 
isn’t like a personal interview but it is a long way ahead of nothing at all__  Won’t I be glad 
when we shall be released from letter writing!  Darling it is too bad that your mother will insist 
upon worrying so about the house matter.  I am very glad that she cannot lay it at all to us & 
her wish to have us married in her house.  I did feel as if that entered in largely into her worry 
about the thing but now I feel that she has no reason for further worry upon that score for the 
present plan is just about the best thing that could be devised.  But Darling in a few weeks or 
less we shall be informed that your mother would have been content to rest this Summer if it 
hadn’t been for you.  In fact she has to be busy & we may as well be resigned & let her for 
otherwise she would rest far less than ever__  I am getting so impatient for the summer I have 
to keep figuting all the time & driving myself to work for I cant tackle my work with enthusiasm 
& can’t be content & sit down & see that I am making no improvement_  So I keep pegging 
away at it.  I am now working on the development of the same creature whose gill I just 
finished writing about and also upon some structures connected with the gill of another snail 
which are wholly new & undescribed.  I shall get both papers nearly or quite finished by the end 
of the term & do some book work upon the same at Astor when I come home.  But the chief 
attraction in New York is not the Astor Library but a certain young lady there___  Darling I must 
tell you what a hearty breakfast I had[:] one dish of oat meal & milk[,] one slice of bread & 
some maple syrup_ one glass of water.  Now isn’t that a digestible breakfast?  I think I am 
getting better on this diet.  I haven’t had so much pain for several days.  Sunday morning I could 
hardly walk over to the city & when I got back I spent the morning on the bed & was a good 
deal refreshed by noon.  I always have a hard time getting started in the morning_  Today I dont 
feel any pain but if I begin to be very active I shall feel it at once.  I presume the coffee & tea 
had something to do with it for I have felt better since their disuse__  I can’t see why good 
coffee shouldn’t hurt me if poor coffee does for the poor coffee[,] setting aside the taste[,] I 
should think ought to be less harmful if there be any harm than the good.  Warm drinks are 



better than cold & there is but little of the active coffee principle caffeine[e] in Mrs Stocktons 
__ beverage.  Darling there goes the bell & it means that there are only ten minutes more 
before this letter must go_  I dont think it is quite fair to cut you short because I didn’t write last 
night & I wont try to send it at 8 a.m. but will either get it over by Huston during the day or get 
it in in the afternoon mail.  Isnt it beastly that I must mail a letter before eight oclock to get it in 
the mail which dont close for eight hours or else go at least half a mile with it to the box on 
Spauldings corner.  I am very impatient for my letter this afternoon.  I am always impatient but I 
am especially so this time__  I hope that you got mine & Papa’s on Sunday morning.  Today is 
the time for the answer if you did.  Darling I don’t know whether I had better send you all your 
money at once or not & whether you would rather have it now or wait awhile till you are ready 
to begin the active business.  It will be in the bank hear & do me no good whatever but will be 
safe.  On the other hand if you want it at all or part of it I can send it at any time you want.  
Please let me know at once just what to do and I will take care of it for you.  In the meantime I 
wish you would be able to take things easy & not drive yourself so hard when you are getting 
ready for our marriage.  Why must you?  Is it just simply because it is your nature & you cant go 
it slow or is it that you wont have the necessary time.  We can put the wedding a little later if 
need by [be] but dont you attempt to work night & day & just half kill yourself unless[,] as I hint 
darling[,] it is necessary to your happiness to work this way.  And as for time being so taken up 
that you arent going to have time for me[,] why Darling I don’t want you to let that be so.  
Please save time enough somehow for me for certainly I am very sure that no one or nothing 
needs you so much as your Harry.  But dont let yourself worry about that[,] my own darling 
darling Effie[,] for I know that when the time comes it will be the same as it always has been & 
you will find a time & place for me.  It isnt nonsense or stuff at all.  I am honestly very 
dependent upon your letters for my happiness as I am on you & if they aren’t here on time I am 
miserable & can’t help myself.  The old folks can talk finely about philosophy.  They talk only & 
are never guilty of practising any.  They can talk about philosophy & what we ought to do while 
they are on safe ground but I imagine we are quite as philosophical as they would be under 
similar circumstances as I simply cant get along & be any ways straight unless I have your letters 
often & they are moderately happy letters.  I mean happy as we call it now a days.  If I feel that 
you are blue & miserable & that I am causing it I am wild & I can’t help myself.  I felt so last 
week but I couldn’t seem to get at you.  I knew that if I were with you awhile I could straighten 
[ill.] out very much but I couldn’t seem to reach you at all.  It may have been wholly imaginary 
Darling but the whole tone of your letter seemed to me to be changed & I felt that it was my 
fault.  If I didn’t love you so intensely Effie[,] my own precious little girl[,] I could find plenty 
here to make me happy.  I have here all I need for that but without you they are all powerless 
so long as I know I am soon to have you.  If you were an impossibility[,] if I knew you refused my 
love[,] it would be very different but while I know that you long for it then to quietly endure a 
separation like this is almost killing.  But Darling I didn’t need to write again about this[,] at least 



not until I had gotten your answer to my letter.  If I could feel sure that you didn’t blame me for 
writing as I did then[,] and I shall I hope know tonight[,] I should feel some relief___  Effie mine I 
don’t feel afraid but that you will find time for the letters if you are feeling cheery but if the 
separation is weighing so heavily on you as it does sometimes & as it does on me it will seem to 
you as it does some times to me that there is no time quite suited to letters & our whole soul 
cries out for some thing which letters cant give at all_  Now Darling goodbye.  Oh Effie my 
own[,] I do love you so.  It is hard to wait but Darling I could wait ten years more without 
ceasing to love you but in the meantime I should be come raving crazy I honestly believe ___  
But I didn’t mean to frighten you Darling.  I am not showing any very langerous symptoms at 
present so dont become alarmed lest you are to marry a crazy man__  Oh Effie my Darling __ 
my Darling.   

With fondest love & longing & with many kisses Darling & constant thoughts of my 
treasure[,] my Effie[,] from your Harry. 
 

My darling I couldn’t get this off this morning & can’t now get it off in the 4 PM mail so 
you wont get it till late on Thursday.  Luckily for you Darling[,] that [ill.] it for I can now put in 
the capital letter I received from Lee this morning__  In great haste with deepest love always 
 from your own 
      loving Harry_ 
 
Please return Lee’s letter at once. 
 
 
 
 


