
          No. 54 West 46th St. 
          N.Y. Apr. 12th 1886. 
My darling darling Harry, 
 I find that my chance for writing will be better this aft[ernoon]. that [than] it will this 
evening, so I am going to write now, and you’ll get a letter on Wed[nesday]. A.M. instead of the 
aft[ernoon].  I have just rec’d your letter.  Darling I dont want you to worry about the moving.  
We have done it a good many times, and I guess we will get thro’ all right, for we know by 
experience how to do it, and will do it as easily as we can, tho’ I confess that there is no way to 
make it easy, but you may be sure of one thing.  I will not do any more than is absolutely 
necessary.  And I dont think you need worry about my lifting heavy things.  We only have to do 
the packing, & the men do all the moving, so there will not be any of that sort of thing to do.  Of 
course we couldn’t do any heavy lifting, and so you needn’t think of that at all, but it will be no 
small job to pack & get things ready to move.  If we didn’t have the double moving we could get 
along so much better, but the people will be moving in here, when we are moving out, and that 
will make such a fearful complication, and we’ll get in just such another mess at 37th St[reet].  
The people will be moving out while we are moving in, and we cant do a thing about cleaning 
the house till after all our things are in.  We have never been in quite such a fix before, for we 
have always been able to get the house cleaned before hand, and even then it was hard enough 
to get settled, but to have the confusion, & a dirty house besides, is going to make it awfully 
hard, for before we have always been able to go right to work to settle things, and this time we 
have got to stop to clean.  Well I know we can do it, but I cant tell you how I dread it, but we all 
expect to live thro’ it.  Isn’t it too bad that the 1st of May comes on Sat[urday]?  That adds insult 
to injury, and makes the mess still worse, and if it rains _____ well that will be the last straw, 
and we will believe that the fates are all against us.  Last year the first of May was the most 
terrible day you could imagine.  The rained poured down in torrents.  I remember it, for at the 
time we were so sorry for those who had to move, and so glad that we were not obliged to.  I 
do hope the weather, at least, will favor us.  We have so many other things to contend with, 
and if it rains, I dont know what we’ll do, for we have got to be out of this house by noon on 
May 1st no matter what the weather is.  I wonder if I told you that Louie Le Brun has stopped 
her lessons when her quarter ended.  She is going to Europe with her mother, and her brother.  
They sail early next month & her mother tho’t it was hardly worth while for her to take any 
more lessons, for she would be so busy, and would have to make a visit or two during the 
month, and she said she tho’t it was better to stop, as long as her quarter would end then.  So 
you see I didn’t have any lesson this afternoon.  Miss R. is still away, and I dont believe she is 
coming home in time to take any more lessons.  After Lulu McDonald’s lesson, I did an errand, 
and then went to say goodbye to Mrs. Dougan.  They sail for Europe on Wednesday.  They 
didn’t dream of going till last Monday, & didn’t settle it till Tuesday April 6th, & they will sail on 
Wed[nesday]. the 13th.  How is that for quick work?  Mrs. Dougan sent me word about it right 



away, & wanted me to go up and see her if I possibly could, for she said she’d be so awfully 
busy getting ready, that she wouldn’t have time to make any calls, so this morning I went up for 
about an hour.  When I got home, lunch as was about over, but I found plenty left for me, and 
when I came upstairs I found a letter from Mag, & also one from Annie Wisner.  Mag’s didn’t 
have anything special in it, so I wont send it.  It was merely a note to tell me that she reached 
home safely on Thurs[day]. afternoon].  She said your mother would spend Sunday in Roseville, 
on acc’t of the funeral on Sat[urday]. afternoon.  The Madison folks were all well.  Mrs. Strong 
was visiting them.  She went up on Thurs[day]. and arrived just the train before Mag did.  Ethel 
seems to be improving since she has been in Madison.  Roxy has recovered from her accident 
(you know she got caught in the skunk trap) and the old black and white cat is dead.  There I 
guess I have told you all the Madison news, or that is, all I know.  I had a very nice letter from 
Annie.  She has returned from the South, had a magnificent trip and enjoyed every thing, even 
the meals at the R[ail]. R[oad]. stations.  I think that the restaurants must have braced up, or 
else Annie was determined to be enthusiastic over everything.  She is usually very fastidious, 
and I cant understand how she could eat such stuff and enjoy it.  We only had two decent 
meals.  I told her before she started, that they would have a hard time on the road, and now 
she turns around and says they enjoyed their meals very much, and accuses me of being too 
fastidious. 

Now I must answer a few of the questions I have had to neglect for so long.  Your 1st 
question was about Ada.  They are getting ready for housekeeping, but cant move in till May 1st, 
& they will not have a chance to clean house till they move in, for the people who are there 
wont get out before the 1st.  They have bought all their carpets, & all their furniture, china, etc 
etc etc, and Ada  has been making sheets & pillow cases, and hemming table linen, 
embroidering towels, and doing about a thousand and one things toward getting ready, and I 
guess she is about thro’ now.  No 2.  I called on Mrs. E[llis]. the other day for abut fifteen 
minutes.  They were not settled, but were far enough along to be very comfortable.  Their 
house is going to be magnificent.  No. 3.  Mr. Zerfass has only been here once since the 
wedding, and he didn’t have a very warm reception.  I am in hopes he wont come again.  I have 
become thoroughly out of patience with him, and thoroughly disgusted, & sick of him.  I dont 
think I told you how he acted when Ada was married, for there were other things of more 
interest to you, and I tho’t I wouldn’t take time to write about him, when there were so many 
other things to say that were more important.  I’ll tell you about it some time but it is too long a 
story to tell write.  That thing and his last sneaky performance have settled him, if he wasn’t 
settled before, and but I guess it didn’t need these two last things to make me disgusted, but 
these things have made me more disgusted, and I dont want to have any thing more to do with 
him.  If he calls again, and I happen to be upstairs, I shall not go down to see him, and shall send 
word down that I am busy (that wont be a lie for I am always busy) and must be excused, but if I 
happen to be down stairs when he comes I will have to see him, but I guess that he will never 



want to call again.  I doubt if he comes again any how, for he was pretty frozen out the last 
time, but it he does try it again, that call I know will be the last one he’ll care to make on me.  
No. 4.  Lottie has seemed happier lately, and I guess she’ll take her school again if she can get it.  
She enjoys Hackensack very much but still does a good deal of groaning about her hard work at 
school.  I think it is altogether the nicest place she has ever had, and I guess she begins to 
appreciate it better.  No. 5.  I haven’t found out about the Illustrated Catalogue of American 
Etchers, because I tho’t you said you didn’t want me to get you one because you said you could 
get one there.  At least that is what I understood.  Do you want me to get you one?  I haven’t 
been to look at them because I have been so miserable, and so busy, but I tho’t you only spoke 
of it on my acc’t, & not because you wanted me to get you one, but if you do, please let me 
know at once.  Are you going to have Mr. Lee bring over [ill.] some photos for you.  I imagined 
from the way he wrote, that you were thinking of it.  I should not think you’d want him to bring 
you any views, because I should think you’d rather wait & select them when we go, (if we ever 
do go) for we would enjoy picking them out, and if he gets them, we cant do that, but of course 
you must do as you like about that.  We may never go, & this may be a good chance, for you 
could rely on his judgment, and would like his selections.  I dont know that you were thinking of 
sending to him for photos, but I got that impression from his letter.  Darling after I sent your 
letter I got to planning about the day for our wedding.  We decided it was to be late in June, or 
early in July.  I think that as far as the weather is concerned it wont make much difference for 
July wont be any hotter than June, or that is as far as we can tell.  Sometimes June is a great 
deal hotter than July, but of course we cant count on the heat, and we must go it blind as far as 
that is concerned, but we run as much risk in that respect in June as we do in July.  I tho’t June 
might be better on some accounts, and be more convenient for our friends, but I begin to think 
that we perhaps would do better to put if off till July, for then there wouldn’t be such as awful 
rush.  You know we tho’t of the 5th if we had it in July, because you wanted it on your birthday, 
but I find that the 5th comes on Monday, & we couldn’t possibly have it then.  Monday would 
be a dreadful day, especially as we will have to get up our own refreshments, and besides we 
wouldn’t want it to be a 4th of July celebration, and it would be the day the 4th will be 
celebrated, so that must of course be given up.  I think we ought to have it in the middle of the 
week, for we would have to prepare things for two or three days before hand, and I think that 
probably we’ll find that Wed[nesday]. July 7th, or Thurs[day]. July 8th will be about the best 
time.  It may be possible to have it sooner, but as I tho’t it out last night it seemed to me that 
July 7th or 8th would be the best time, all things considered.  Of course this date isn’t positively 
fixed, but at present it seems the best time for us.  Write me what you think of it.  I think we 
both expected the date to be earlier, but dont you think it will be better to have that extra 
week to get ready in?  It would not rush work so, & we could take things more comfortably, & it 
strikes me that will be a better plan.   



What have you decided about your clothes for the occasion?  Are you going to have 
your suit made by the tailor in Lafayette?  I think you said you would, & it seems to me that it 
would be the best thing to do.  I wish you’d look at his fine diagonals, and get two or three 
samples, and let me see them before you order your suit, for I want to know what it is going to 
be like.  It is decided that I am to wear white.  Every one seems to want it and mamma seems to 
feel the same as the girls do.  She didn’t at first, but she seems to favor the thing now, and I 
guess I’ll have to be married in a white dress, & I might as well do it, as long as I get some thing 
simple.  Of course I wont attempt to have anything expensive or showy.  I think it will be 
cashmere or camelshair, and that will be inexpensive, and will be of some use to me 
afterwards, but a white silk or satin probably wouldn’t do me any good, and I dont intend to get 
anything white unless it is something inexpensive, & something that will be useful afterwards.  
Now my darling[,] I must stop.  I didn’t suppose I would have a chance to write so much, but as 
long as I could have the chance, I didn’t want to let it slip, even tho’ there was a pile of work 
staring me in the face.  With love beyond expression & such a lot of  Ө   Ө   Ө   Ө 

from your own  
true & loving Effie. 

 


