
         No. 54 West 46th St. 
         N.Y. April 15th 1886. 
My own darling darling Harry, 
 Your letter was rec’d early this A.M. and I was so glad to get it.  I have to leave home 
before the 2nd delivery, so if the letter is delayed till then, I dont get it till after one o’clock, & so 
instead of its making a difference of 2 hours, when it is delayed till the 2nd delivery, it makes a 
difference of five hours, because I am not here to get it when it comes.  Darling I dont 
understand at all about that letter I wrote April 4th.  You says it was postmarked [she sketched 
the postmark, which read New York / Apr 4 / 6 p.m. / G].  Now there is a mistake some where, 
for I remember distinctly about that letter.  I wrote it the Sunday Mag was here, and it was the 
letter that Ten Eyck interrupted, and I told you a good deal about him.  I couldn’t go after your 
letter on acc’t of the storm, and none of us went to church at all that day, for it began storming 
again in the afternoon, and the weather was dreadful all the aft[ernoon]. & eve[ning].  Isn’t that 
all straight? and  In the evening, after tea, I think it must have been about 8 P.M. I went 
downstairs with your letter, and as it was pouring, & I found Ed [Reynolds] was going out, I 
asked him to mail it for me.  It may not have been quite 8 o’clock, but I think it must have been 
at least that.  At any rate I know it was too late for anything before the 8 o’clock collection, and 
I didn’t suppose it would be taken up before nine o’clock.  How under the sun it came to be 
marked Apr. 4th 6 P.M. is a thing I dont understand.  Are you sure it was 6 P.M.?  I guess it was 
mailed all right on Apr[il]. 4th but the mark should not have been 6 P.M.  I think that Edwin 
mailed it all right, and there must have been a delay on the road, but I cant understand the 
postmark.  Your conclusion was correct.  Your mother was the only member of your family you 
who attended the funeral on Sat[urday].  I didn’t expect any of the others would be there.  I 
know I didn’t return that letter of mamma’s Harry, for I didn’t dream of your wanting it.  You 
didn’t seem to think anything of it any way, and I didn’t suppose you cared a cent about it.  But 
I think I returned all the letters you sent from your father & the girls.  In fact I am sure I did.  I 
couldn’t get them all in with one letter, so I put two of them in one letter, and sent another one 
afterwards.  I remember trying to get all three in the envelope with mine, and finding that t I 
couldn’t do it, so I had to send them at [ill.] two separate times.  We have had an awful time 
with the cook today, and she has got to leave when her month is up.  She has crazy spells, and 
this morning mamma had an awful scene with her.  She is all straight again now, and Anna says 
that she dont remember a thing she did or said, that she has been acting strangely for some 
time, and that she dont know what to make of her.  Mamma was going to send Lizzie off today, 
but she cried and begged so hard to be allowed to stay till the end of the month, that mamma 
finally gave in.  Mamma said she knew she couldn’t get rid of her without the help of a 
policeman, & she was opposed to that, and tho’t it might make her some trouble, for Lizzie 
imagined that mamma struck her, and she flew at mamma in a terrible rage.  Mamma went in 
the kitchen before breakfast, & L[izzie]. had begun to broil the steak, but instead of having it 



above the coals she had it under them, below the grate.  Mamma told her to cook it above the 
coals, that it wouldn’t be nice cooked as she was doing it, and with that L[izzie]. began to carry 
on like a lunatic.  Of course mamma didn’t touch her, but L[izzie]. imagined and declared that 
mamma struck her and there was a terrible row. and  Mamma left the kitchen.  She tried to give 
L[izzie]. a chance to quiet down, & then meant to get rid of her, but now has decided to let her 
stay till her month is up.  Mamma said if she got a policeman in it would excite her & probably 
she would go off & have mamma arrested for assault & battery.  You know that is what a girl 
did to Aunt Fannie once, and mamma has always been very careful since then.  L[izzie]. is quiet 
enough now and I hope she will keep straight now & not get off the handle again between this 
and the 29th.  Anna will stay.  We supposed as she & L[izzie]. are such friends, she would go if 
Lizzie did, but she says she wants to stay, and after the way L[izzie]. has acted lately she dont 
wonder that we cant put up with her.  Anna is splendid, and we are glad that we are not going 
to lose her.  I have been feeling sort of forlorn today, had a severe pain in my back, but I am 
better tonight tho’ I cant say that I feel up to the mark yet.  I wish time would hurry along a 
little faster, for I feel at times as tho’ I couldn’t possibly stand this separation any longer, and 
this is one of the times.  Tomorrow I’ll send you a better letter, but I cant do any more tonight. 
Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө 

With love unbounded 
    ever your 
        Effie. 
 
Your envelopes are all downstairs & I keep forgetting to bring them up.  I’ll use one of 

mamma’s again tonight and tomorrow I’ll manage to get some of those you sent me, up here & 
then I’ll use them.  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  


