
           No. 54 West 46th St. 
           N.Y. Apr. 15th [actually 16th] 1886. 
My own darling darling Harry 

When I went down to breakfast I found your letter at my place, & I hurried thro’ 
breakfast and came up here as soon as I could to read the letter.  I have just finished it and 
enjoyed it very very much.  I have got a hard days work before me, but before I do anything else 
I am going to write my letter.  I haven’t had a chance to answer the one I rec’d from you on 
Wed[nesday]. and I’m going to ans[wer]. that & the one I got this A.M. now.    

You feel about Uncle Theo very much as we all do.  We are all worried about him.  We 
were talking about it yesterday and said that if things should turn out as he expected he would 
never get thro’ crowing over us & saying “What did I tell you?  Didn’t I tell you so?” etc etc.   We 
hope he’ll have chance to say all these things, and if the thing is only a grand success, we will be 
willing to stand any am’t of crowing.  We believe if this thing will do all the [he] says it will that 
it is a good thing. It He has seen it work, and showed us the scales he took out of a boiler, & 
they were fully ½ an inch thick, and just like stone, & he has some splendid testimonials, and he 
has made us all believe that it is a good thing if he will only keep cool, but we are awfully afraid 
he will get excited and spoil his chances.  There have been plenty of good things, in fact nearly 
every thing he has gotten wild over has been a good thing, & he was right in his convictions.  
They [ill.] it were were were good things but not right in the enormous am’t of money to be 
made out of them.  He was interested in a Celluloid Co. about twelve years ago, and it has 
turned out a fine thing just as he predicted and he would be a very wealthy man now if he had 
only kept cool, but that has been his trouble nearly every time, and I guess the things he got 
hold of were all right nearly every time.  We really have a good deal of faith in this last thing, 
and out of all the fine things he has struck, this seems to be the best.  We dont lack faith in the 
thing itself, but we are afraid of Uncle Theo, for he always goes crazy, and runs a thing to 
pieces, that is as far as his good is concerned tho’ some one else usually gets a benefit.  The 
only favorable symptom this time is that he acts reasonable.  Before, he would never listen to 
any advice, and said that he knew what he was about, and that we didn’t know what we were 
talking about, and he would throw up his position, and get as mad as fire because we all begged 
him not to do it, and when we reminded him of other times he didn’t seem to realize how he 
had been before.  He acted as tho’ it was the very first time he had ever done such a thing, and 
as tho’ he tho’t that we ought to have faith in him when he told us he knew that he had a big 
fortune.  It was terrible.  He wouldn’t listen to any reason, and he seemed to think we were all 
abusing him because we wouldn’t believe in him, & he never seemed to remember any thing at 
all about how many times he had made us all believe as he did, before experience taught us, 
that we could not depend on him.  Well this time he acts entirely different, and this is, as I have 
said, the most favorable symptom, in fact it is the only favorable symptom.  He is positive that 
he is going to make a fortune.  He is just a positive as he has often been before, & no amount of 



talking could convince him to the contrary, but he remembers, this time, all about his former 
failures, and says he has at last learned from experience, & has learned that he must go slow, & 
not give up his position until he has money to fall back on, that this time he wont give up a good 
& a sure thing, until he has the money he expects in his lead hand, and he made us a promise, 
on Sunday, that he would hang on to the present position, until the thing not only promised 
money, but until he had the money, and he promised not be to borrow a cent on the thing, 
from any one.  Now if he will only stick to this thing he cant get in a very bad scrape, but we are 
of course in constant terror lest he will get carried away, and lose his head, & forget his 
promises, in his eagerness to hurry the thing along.  So far he is safe, but we are all trembling.  
He was reasonable as could be the other day, and said he knew we’d all think he was crazy, and 
after all his mistakes, & all his actions before, he couldn’t blame us if we couldn’t have faith.  He 
said “This time I am not myself.  I have been afraid I might lose my head, but I have kept close 
watch, & I believe that as I have controlled myself so far, I will be able to keep my balance right 
thro’.  Now let me tell my story, & dont interrupt me & go for me till I get thro’, for there is a 
good deal to it, and I dont want to get mixed up, but when you have heard every thing, I am 
willing to have you all blow me up, and willing to listen to any am’t of advice,” and he was true 
to his word, & behaved splendidly.  It seemed cruel almost to throw up at him all the other 
things he has been mistaken about, but it seemed best to do it, and we did it.  He was as meek 
as a lamb, and said he knew it all, and didn’t blame us for doubting him this time.  He took all 
our advice good naturedly, and said he tho’t exactly as we did, and he felt that our advice was 
sound, and we all gave him a dose.  Well the way he acted was so different from anything 
before that it made us feel a little better.  It encouraged us a good deal, but still we are not 
comfortable, & cant have much faith in things turning out as he says they will.  I dont know how 
his family feel by this time, but they felt on Sunday the same doubt we did.  I have always 
blamed them a good deal, for tho’ they knew how things had been before, they didn’t object to 
spending money foolishly.  They couldn’t control his enthusiasm, but they knew that he was 
doing it all for their sake, & not for himself.  They reasoned that the thing couldn’t last long, & 
they might as well have as much good as they could out of it, and I tho’t they acted as crazy as 
he did, for when he gave them money they could have taken care of it, and when he was 
getting things for them they could have persuaded him to give them the  money instead, and as 
he is ready to do any thing in the world for them, they could have asked him for money very 
often, and in this way laid up quite a little sum for the blue period, but they never did that, and I 
tho’t that they were too blame for acting so crazy when they knew (or said they knew) how 
things would turn out, but I do feel awfully sorry for them, and I hope that this time they will 
learn all go slow.  Their principle has always been to take all they could get, while it was going.  
That would be my principle too, (for I’d know that if he didn’t spend it one way, he would 
another, and I’d get all I possibly could,) but it wouldn’t be my principle to spend it as recklessly 
as they does.  I’d keep it and have some thing to fall back on during the “damp weather,” and 



every single time they have been to blame for not doing this thing.  This time I hope they will 
take all they can get, and take care of it, till they know that there is no necessity for saving it.  
One thing I must say, that is that Uncle Theo’s offers to us have been lovely and I knew they 
were sincere, and I appreciate the will, even if nothing ever comes of it.  I think if he fails this 
time it will kill him.  He has been working too hard, and looks very badly, and we all think that 
he will never go thro’ another attack of blues.  Darling you did not suppose that I wished for his 
sort of luck did you?  It sounded so when you said, “You speak about luck, but I dont wish for 
his sort of luck at all, & dont wish for such a life as theirs has been, even if we should have some 
good fortune at the end of it.”  If you tho’t so, you were mistaken, for I’d rather die than go 
thro’ all their troubles.   

You ask if Jule tho’t of going for the Sunday’s letter entirely herself.  She didn’t.  I felt 
awfully about going without it, and felt as tho’ I’d rather give the thing up, than to miss my 
letter, but I had to go, and there was no way to get out of it, so I asked Jule if she would go to 
the P[ost]. O[ffice]. for me.  She agreed at once, and did it very willingly, and so she deserves a 
“large credit mark” (even tho’ she didn’t think of doing it until I asked her,) for she was awfully 
nice about doing it for me.  You speak about your express package.  I dont think $1.00 was 
unreasonable for a package that weighed 8 lbs. and it wasn’t twice as much as I have paid from 
here.  It was very much cheaper in comparison with the size & weight of the packages I have 
sent.  I have only sent three, and none of them weighed anything like that.  They charged me 
.40 for that little package I sent you in Jan[uary]. & that was at a much higher rate.  They 
charged .55 for the package mamma sent you a year ago Xmas.  Perhaps you meant that you 
sent your package as freight.  I think that you must have meant that, for surely you would not 
be astonished at the express charge of $1.00 for 8 lbs. when they charged .40 for such a little 
package as I sent.  You must have known about that, for you know you wanted to pay for it & 
sent me .40 in postage stamps, and I sent them back and told you it was a shocking thing for 
you to do.  

 I could imagine how you felt the other night when you wrote to me, for I have felt so 
most of the time lately.  The spring fever always catches me, and I always dread the spring 
weather, for it never fails to take the starch out of me.  I have just settled my debt for my 
sealskin.  I paid the last $15.00 on it last night, and now I dont owe mamma a cent, f and I will 
have g quite a nice little sum coming in to me by the middle of May, and I feel that I have done 
a pretty good business this the last two winters.  I dont know how much of the money I can 
save, but I think I will have $100. left after the wedding is over, and I think that is doing pretty 
well, for after paying my expenses for two years, & spending as much as I have done, and 
paying $115. for a coat, and buying all my clothes, & having a dressmaker, and to make them, 
and paying my part of the wedding expenses, I think that I will feel very much pleased if I can 
have $100. besides.  Perhaps I wont be able to save as much, but I think I will.  I dont think that I 
will need the money you have, till you come home, tho’ as my money from my pupils isn’t due 



till the middle of May, I may have to send to you for some of it, but I wont do it unless I need it, 
& if I do need it I guess I can have another little acc’t with mamma.  I dont want that money 
around [ill.] until I need it, and would rather have it in the bank if you think it is safe there.   

I dont think you need be alarmed about my trying to make a dude of you.  I will always 
insist on you wearing a collar, but I wont ever try to force a dude collar on you.  I want you to 
look as nice as possible at the wedding, not like a dude, but yet I want you to look very nice.   

About our trip, I will be willing to go to Maine, and know that it will be a lovely trip to 
take, and will be very much delighted if Dr. S[mart]. will only make it possible, and give you 
enough to make it possible to go.  I suggested Boston, because I tho’t we could have a lovely 
time there, and not have a very expensive trip [ill.] tho’ I wont be disappointed if we find that it 
will be best to go some other place.  I think I’d like Maine better than Bermuda for some 
reasons.  It wouldn’t be so hot there, and I believe we could have a better time.  But one thing 
is certain, and that is that we’ll make a start right after the wedding.  It would be sick to wait till 
the next day, and would not be like a wedding trip at all.  We’ll start out if we have to ride back 
and forth on the elevated all night, for I am not going to fool around a day or two before we 
start.  If we go to Boston I’d rather go by train than to wait till the day after the wedding.  I dont 
know how we can have the wedding in the day time if the doctor is home.  If he is away on his 
vacation we could have it anytime, but we wont be able to find out about it in time for the 
invitations, and I guessed we’ll be forced to have an evening wedding after all, even if it isn’t 
the most convenient time, but it will be cooler and more comfortable anyway, and we’ll have to 
arrange our trip to suit the time of the wedding.  We will gain a good deal by having the use of 
the back parlor, and having our supper all down stairs, but we cant be as independent about 
the time as we could be in this house.  It is usually the way with every thing tho’, & what one 
gains in one way is lost in another & I suppose there must always be some way to make things 
even.  But for my part I think the extra room is even better than the independence about the 
hour.  The evening will be so much more comfortable that it will help to make up for a trip in 
the cars instead of by boat.  We are both fond of the water, but we can come home by boat, 
and “variety is the spice of life” you know.  I have hoped all along that we could go by boat, but 
I can be reconciled to the cars easy enough, and I guess you will not be very unhappy about a 
little things like that, and will be only too glad that we can be married at home.   

Now darling I have got to stop.  It is twelve o’clock.  You see what an awful poke I am 
about writing.  I know it wouldn’t have taken you so long to write this much, & I wish I could 
write faster, & to make it worse, I dont have the satisfaction of writing well.  If I could only write 
a decent letter I would care, but to spend 3 hours writing such a miserable letter makes me 
disgusted with myself.  Now I must say goodbye. 

With love, the deepest truest love & no end of it from your 
                 Effie. 
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