
         No. 54 West 46th St. 
         N.Y. April 18th 1886. 
My own darling Harry,  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө 
 I went to the P[ost]. O[ffice]. this morning and didn’t get any letter.  I dont quite 
understand it, for the mails ought not to have been delayed, for there hasn’t been anything to 
delay them.  When I have my trip for nothing, I am so disappointed, that I feel, at the time, as 
tho’ it would be better never to run the risk of such a disappointment, and as tho’ it would be 
better to do as I did last year before I knew I could get my letter on Sunday by going to the 
P[ost]. O[ffice]. (for tho’ it is very lovely when it comes, it breaks me all up when it fails, and I 
can do without the letter more comfortably if I dont go for it, than I can, when I make an effort 
to get it, and count on having it, to have it fail,) but as long as I know there is a chance of getting 
a letter from you, I cant be satisfied to let it stay in the P[ost]. O[ffice]. over Sunday, and I 
probably shall not stay away next Sunday on that acc’t.  I’ll be over the disappointment by that 
time, and will be willing to risk another one, for the sake of the chance of your letter.  I will be 
all right as soon as your letter comes, and two letters tomorrow will cure me of the 
disappointment.  I am sure you wrote on time, and that comforts me.  If I tho’t you hadn’t 
written, I know I would be too miserable to write, but I haven’t any such feeling, and my 
disappointment cant interfere with my letter at all, and I can get enough good out of the letter I 
got yesterday to carry me thro’ till tomorrow, tho’ I will require two letters then to straighten 
me out.  I am much better now, than I was at first, for I came home & read yesterday’s letter 
over again, and found enough in it to brace me up a good deal, and today I will answer that 
letter.  I knew that I could not do it satisfactorily last night, so I didn’t attempt it.  I knew I’d 
have lots of time today, and could write without feeling hurried.  I had so much to do last night, 
and was working in the basement till about midnight.  I went at my work as soon as I had 
mailed your letter, and I accomplished quite a good deal, tho’ it is awfully unsatisfactory work, 
for it takes so much time, and in the long run there isn’t a thing to show for it.  Dont it seem 
provoking to have to work so hard, and pack so carefully when we are only going to move nine 
blocks?  Call it ½ mile, for from this house here to 6th Ave[nue]. and from 6th Ave[nue] to 51 W. 
37th St. will be equal to another block, and 10 blocks is ½ mile.  Then when we get there it will 
take us longer still to unpack and get settled, and in two weeks from the time we move in, I 
doubt if the house will be in as good order as this is two weeks before we move.  This house 
isn’t upset at all and it wont be till the last 3 or 4 days, but we can do a good deal of packing all 
the time, but leave things comfortable.  Nearly every one I know, who moves has every thing 
ready for a start two or three weeks before they move, & the last two weeks they haven’t a 
single thing to do, and as every thing is torn up, they are as uncomfortable as possible, & I dont 
see the sense in being upset so long.  One has to be upset, when they first go in a house, and 
must rough it then for two or three weeks, and I dont see what possesses them to begin the 
agony so early, and thus get two weeks extra time to endure it.  We believe in being 



comfortable as long as possible.  The woman on 37th St[reet]. is so angry because she has got to 
leave, that she is awfully hateful, & mamma cant do a single thing till after we move.  She cant 
even measure for carpets and shades and so different things that we could arranged 
beforehand as well as not, cant be planned at all till we get in the house.  The woman is a 
regular beat, & dont pay her rent, & is a perfect fraud, & is a dreadful woman, and Dr. Allen 
wont have her there at all.  He says he te would have the house vacant first, but she tho’t if she 
could keep mamma from taking it she might stand a chance of keeping it, for Dr. A[llen]. would 
of course want some one there as long as he has his office there, & it would not only be the loss 
of the rent, but it would make such an awful mess for him on acc’t of having his patients go 
there, and she tho’t if she could prevent his renting it to any one else he would let her stay 
rather than to have the house vacant, but he says nothing would induce him to have her there.  
It would make it bad for his business to have the house vacant, but that even that would not 
influence him to let her stay, & that even if she would pay up all she owes him he would not 
have her in the house, but she tho’t she’d do all she could to keep him from renting it, and she 
ran the house down and told all manner of lies about the Dr.  She wanted to do too so much, 
and scare us out, that she overdid the thing.  If she had drawn the thing more mildly, we might 
have tho’t there was some thing in it, but she told such idiotic things, things that were 
altogether to[o] far fetched, and too absurd to believe, & we knew that there was something 
back of it all.  When she found that mamma didn’t scare worth a cent, she owned that she 
wanted to keep the house herself and tho’t perhaps mamma wouldn’t take it if she knew that 
she wanted to stay.  Mamma asked her why, if things were so horrible, she wanted to keep the 
house, and she said that the her carpets were all fitted and she didn’t like to change them (you 
know that she could get plenty of houses the same size, if that it is all that ails her).  Besides she 
was used to Dr. A[llen]’s cranky disagreeable ways, and had grown hardened to them, & could 
put up with them better than a stranger could.  No lady, and no one with any principle would 
have done such a thing as she did, & she stayed nearly a whole afternoon, & tried first one 
thing and then another to keep mamma from going there.  This was before the lease was 
signed, and now that the thing has been settled she acts like a thorough devil.  She is 
thoroughly unprincipled.  Dr. A[llen]. has acted like a perfect gentleman, and when mamma 
went there he didn’t say anything about his troubles with her, and mamma heard about the 
way she has acted from some one else, and since then Miss Daily has told her a lot more.  You 
better believe that mamma didn’t have any scruples about taking the house, and the woman is 
furious because her desperate effort failed to prevent mamma from taking it, but she can have 
some revenge now by acting disagreeably about letting us get in the house.  After the pe Early’s 
bought this house, we let them come in and go all over to see what repairs were needed, and 
do all they wanted to, so they would know just how to plan, but we wont have any show at all 
in that house till our lease commences, & I bet she will make us all the trouble she can, and will 
not have her things moved out by noon.  She’ll be slow just out of pure cussedness, so take it all 



together we will have a pretty tough time.  It is lucky Dr. A[llen]. is in the house for he can see 
to things for us.  If he wasn’t there we’d have an awful time & couldn’t do a thing with her, & I’d 
be tempted to send for your father to come and help us fight her.  I dont think he is much of a 
fighter, but I guess he would be fierce enough if we could once get him mad, & that woman 
would rouse his temper I know, and he would be splendid on a fight with her.  Dr. A[llen]. bids 
fair to be the nicest landlord we have ever had.  He will put the house in order, and keep it in 
order, and has agreed to every thing mamma has wanted, and it is all in the lease, so he cant go 
back on his promises even if he would like to, but I guess he would be very honorable any way.  
The agent made a very stupid mistake, & the lease read that Dr. A[llen]. was to use the front 
parlor as a reception room for his patients, and of course we wouldn’t have that, and mamma 
went down and told Dr. A[llen]. that she wouldn’t have anything of the sort, and he said “Of 
course not,  and I dont  know how he came to get it mixed up so, but you can take this lease & 
have the agent fix it any way you like, & then you can sign it, and he can send it to me to sign.[”]  
Well I tell you what, that lease has got more in our favor than any lease we ever had.  Since Dr. 
A[llen]. has hunted up mamma’s reference, he is ready to do anything if she will only take the 
house, and it shows that he means to keep all his promises for they are down in black and 
white.  Now I think I have written enough about the move, & the house, & I’m afraid you’ll be 
bored by such a lot on the subject, but you must make a good deal of allowance for me for the 
time has come now for us to begin to have this move on the brain.  But darling it dont weigh as 
heavily on me as it does on the others, for there I something else on my brain, which crowds 
the move out most of the time, & it never gives the move a chance to take full possession, tho’ 
it does give it a little room some of the time.  I wonder if you can guess what I mean.  I am glad 
that you will be satisfied with the date I set for our wedding.  It is later than I had tho’t of, and I 
remember we tho’t July 5th was too late, and I think for many reasons June would be better, but 
I guess that it wont be very much hotter in July than it is in June, and we can take things easy 
then.  You see after the move I will have my sewing, & I know that I will be pretty well tired out 
by the time that is done and will need time to rest, and if I begin right away to do the rest of the 
work, I will be simply be worn out before the wedding, but if I can have a little time, after I 
come home from Madison to rest before I begin the final preparations, I think I’ll be all right.  I 
wish it could be in June, and it may be possible, but I doubt it.  I suppose a number will be out 
of town, and perhaps too far away to come to the wedding, but I guess that most of the people 
who care about being present can arrange it.  Any way we cant arrange the time to suit every 
one or we would always have to put it off.  I suppose July will suit some people better than 
June, and that others will growl because we dont have it in June, but we cant consider their 
convenience as to the time.  We will try to think of their comfort at the wedding, but we cant 
let them choose the time.  We’ll invite them, and they can have a chance to come it if they 
want to.  Now I dont think your using the library need to be any objection to the plan, because I 
dont see why you cant use it before the wedding as well as after, and I should think that my 



plan would give you a better chance at it, for you know it closes the last part of July (that is I 
think it does.  I think you said it closed about the 22nd or 25th  last year) and if we are married 
the last week in June & we should go to the sea shore for 3 or 4 weeks, I dont think you’d have 
any show at the library.  Of course our going to the sea shore is doubtful, and if Dr. S[mart]. 
wont agree to the plan you propose, we will be gone only a week, or ten days at the most, & 
that would give you time at the library after our return, but the other way you’ll make sure of 
the library, and can do your work before we leave, and I should think if we were fixing the day 
to suit your library work, we couldn’t hit on anything much better.  Why surely you can do this 
library work as well before the wedding as you can after, and if we set the 7th or 8th, you can be 
sure of that work whether we go to the sea shore or not, and the other way you’d be sure of it 
only in case we could not go to the sea shore.  It wont be hard to wait that extra time as long as 
we can be together.  I could stand it to have a very long engagement if we didn’t have to be 
separated.  It is the separation, not the engagement that makes me miserable.  I dont see how I 
can be any happier after we are married, than I would have been last summer if it hadn’t been 
for the horrible tho’t of another separation always before me.  Aside from that I was as happy 
as could be and it didn’t seem as tho’ there was any thing needed to make my happiness 
complete, except to be rid of the terrible tho’t of the separation, but I suppose our marriage is 
the only thing that can make us sure of never being separated, and when I am sure of that, I will 
be happier than I ever was last summer.  Of course we are both anxious to be married, but I 
dont think we would have been so impatient if we could have spent the time of our 
engagement near each other, as Ada and Mr. Underwood did, and Alfred and Em, & lots of the 
people I know.  Now I dont say that our engagement could be as happy, even under the most 
favorable circumstances, as a marriage, but for every one who has tried both & who is happily 
married says that they are much happier when they are married, and I suppose that  is true, but 
I should think one could stand a long engagement and be very happy if a separation wasn’t 
necessary, but as we have been situated most of the time it is pretty hard, and no one but 
ourselves seems to realize it at all, and we have gone nearly thro’ the long trial without much 
sympathy or help from any one.  Nothing could have reconciled us to being separated, but a 
good many things could have been done to help us bear it if there had been any sympathy for 
us.  Once in awhile we have had it, but most of the time we have had to struggle along alone.  I 
am glad the end is so near, & will be still gladder when the end of it gets here.  Dont worry 
about Purdue, for I think that you will find that I can be very happy there, & will be happier in 
Chauncey than I have been in N.Y. the last two winters.  I of course would rather live in or near 
N.Y. but I dont think that just now there is much hope of a place around here, or that is the sort 
of a place you want, and until that sort of a place does turn up I know I’ll be very happy with 
you at Purdue, tho’ I might and probably would be very forlorn if I was there alone, for if N.Y. 
with all its attractions dont count for much without you, I haven’t much doubt that Chauncey 
would fail to be enough, but with you, Chauncey will be all right.  I dont deny that I’d rather live 



with you in N.Y then in C[hauncey]. (for if I denied it you would either not believe it, or else 
you’d think I was out of my mind) but I will say one thing, and that is that Chauncey with you is 
far more attractive than N.Y. is without you, and I’d rather be there with you next winter, than 
to be here without you, and tho’ it will be very hard to be separated from mamma & Jule & my 
friends here, it will not be half as hard as the separation from you, and if nothing better than 
Chauncey turns up, why next winter will be spent at and Chauncey, and it wont be an unhappy 
one either, if we both keep well, & if nothing happens to our father, mothers or sisters, and all 
this of course is a thing that we cant tell & anything about, and we might wait forever if we 
waited to be sure of such things, and we dont anticipate any such trouble, & if it comes, we are 
surely better off to be together, than we would be if we were separated as we are now.  Darling 
I must stop and go to supper. 

With boundless love from your own 
       true  & loving 
             Effie. 

Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө 


