
         No. 54 West 46th St. 
         N.Y. April 19th 1886. 
My own darling Harry, 
 I rec’d the letter I should have had yesterday this morning, and it was such a dear good 
letter and it was a shame that it had to waste its sweetness in that old P[ost]. O[ffice]. all day 
yesterday and all last night.  I dont understand why I didn’t get the letter, for it arrived at 
Station G. on time, & was there when I went up at 9:45 and I dont see why the man told me 
that there was nothing there.  It was postmarked Lafayette Apr[il]. 16. 9 A.M. and stamped on 
the back G 4—18. 8-1A. and so it was there when I called for it yesterday morning, and I am 
mad as fire because they didn’t give it to me, and I am listening now for the postman, and when 
he comes I am going down to make a row about it.  If the mails had been delayed I couldn’t say 
a word, but after going up for it, and then having to go away without it when the mark proves 
that it was there all the time is just a little bit too much.  Your letter for today hasn’t come yet, 
and I am expecting it any minute, for it is time for the first P.M. delivery.  I am so glad darling 
that you feel as you do about the date I set, for I wanted you satisfied with it, & yet I didn’t see 
how we could have it as early as we had expected.  You said in your letter before, that you 
would be perfectly willing to put it off a week or two, but you were not quite as happy about it 
as I wanted you to be, but the more I tho’t of it the more convinced I was that we could not get 
ready in time to have the wedding in June, and in looking at it from all sides, I feel that July 7th 
or 8th would be the best time.  And then when you wrote about your library work it seemed to 
me that even if we were arranging it to suit that, and if that was the first thing  to be 
considered, July 7th or 8th would be by far the most convenient time for that, and that we 
couldn’t have set a better date if we had been thinking of the library as the first consideration.  
Of course we were not giving that the first place, but it seemed to me that if we had given it the 
first place we would have set the same date, as the best one, but you didn’t seem to think so, 
but I am glad that you feel differently now, as the letter I rec’d this A.M. shows, for tho’ I 
wanted you to be satisfied I didn’t see how I could satisfy you if you wanted it to be earlier, for I 
didn’t see how it was possible to have it any earlier, and I did not know how to make you realize 
it, for you cant have any idea of the work between this and our wedding.  It makes my hair 
stand on end with horror, and I knew I never could crowd things enough to be ready by June, 
and the nearer the time came the more sure I felt that it would be an impossibility.  Then too I 
felt sorry to set a time when Lottie couldn’t be here for I knew it would just about break her 
heart, but now I feel so delighted that you are satisfied and that you think as I do about the 
time, and we will considered the time settled positively, and it will be July 7th.  I do hope that it 
wont be as hot as mustard.  We ought to have our hot wave on the 4th & be having cooler 
weather by the 7th, but I dont know that the weather will be so accommodating as that.  It 
wasn’t for Mame & Mr. Gregory.  Do you remember how frightfully hot it was that day.  They 
were married on the 8th of July.  I wonder what you tho’t of the way I wrote about the trip.  I 



was quite worked up over your saying that we could start the day after the wedding, for I’d 
rather go by cars than to wait till the next day.  It wouldn’t be like a wedding trip at all, and if 
we hung around till the next day I would not care to go at all.  We must make a start right after 
the wedding even if we have to ride up and down on the elevated, but that wont be necessary, 
for we can go by train to Boston.  It wont be as nice as to go by boat, but if we cant have the 
wedding in time to take the boat we cant wait around [ill.] till the next day.  What about the 
New Haven boat?  Doesn’t that go about 11 P.M.  Why couldn’t we take that and visit N[ew]. 
H[aven]. & then branch out & manage to bring up at Boston.  You spoke of doing that on the 
way home.  Why couldn’t we do it on the way to B[oston]. and then when we leave B[oston]. 
take the boat & come directly home?  I am going it blind in suggesting this, but if I’m “all off” 
why I suppose I’ll have to let you laugh at me and tease me about it.  Well if I am way off, then 
we wont do this way.  We’ll just take the cars from here & go direct to Boston and not have any 
round about way about it.  Perhaps we can get Dr. A[llen]. to let us have the back parlor in the 
aft[ernoon] of that day, & if so we can be married about 2 or 2:30 P.M. and then take the boat.  
I’d rather not have the wedding in the evening if it is going to cheat us out of the sail, but we 
may be forced to do it, but even if we have to give that up we will have a lovely time, and we’ll 
have the boat one way at least.  Darling your letter for today has arrived, and I am delighted to 
know that there is some chance of your getting your meals else where.  Mrs. S[tockton]. is a 
regular fiend and ought to be put out.  She feels altogether too independent for her position, 
and she needs some sort of training.  It is too outrageous for any thing the way she acts.  Now 
darling, I must stop.  With love unbounded Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  

Ever your Effie. 


