
         No. 54 West 46th St. 
         N.Y.  April 26th [1886] 
My darling darling Harry, 
  I am feeling all right again.  My headache has left me, and I feel in a very good condition 
for our trying week.  I have put in a full morning’s work.  Mamie Shaw couldn’t take her lesson 
on Saturday, so I promised to make it up on Monday, & this morning I gave her a lesson from 9 
till 10, and then went to 12th St[reet]. to Lulu Mc D[onald]. and from there to Miss R[ussell]’s.  I 
was there an hour & a half, and will give her half an hour extra again on Thurs[day]. in place of 
going on Sat[urday].  I told her I couldn’t give her a lesson on Sat[urday]. on acc’t of moving, & 
offered to make it up in this way, and fortunately it was better for her too, and she was quite 
delighted to have it so.  I didn’t get home till 1:35, and then had a call, so I didn’t get my lunch 
till about two o’clock.    
 Jule is working in the basement, so I tho’t this would be the best time for me to write, 
and I’ll do my work tonight.  We could both work down there at once, but I tho’t that I’d rather 
write your letter, and mail it in time for the early mail, and do my work afterwards.  I rec’d your 
letter this aft[ernoon]. in the first P.M. delivery.  It was mailed in Lafayette, in time for the 
afternoon mail from there, and should have reached me early this A.M. but it didn’t arrive at 
Station G till 12:30, & I got it in the first delivery after that.  I am glad you sent the samples 
back, and that you sent one of your winter suit so I can compare them.  No. 2 is handsomer 
than the suit you have now, but I dont think that I like it quite as well as the diagonal.  I would 
not think mind it quite so much if it if it wasn’t so much like the material of your last suit, but I 
dont quite like your having two suits so much alike.  Besides I must own that I like the diagonal 
better any way, and so there are two reasons why [I] prefer your having your suit of it.  I may 
however come back to No. 2, for I like it very much indeed, & think it would make up very 
handsomely, but it will be as well to look at other goods here, & compare other samples with 
the No. 2 from your tailor’s. I think a four button cut away will be the most desirable style to 
have it made, and I tho’t your last suit, was the most becoming suit you ever had.  I hardly know 
what to say about your every day suit, for I dont know what condition your blue serge is in.  I 
should think it would depend on that.  There will be a good many times when you’ll need 
something nice, & yet wont care to wear those handsome black suits.  Besides they would be 
pretty hot for summer, and you would want something lighter and cooler.  You can tell about 
the condition of your blue serge, & whether it is good enough for hot weather, when you want 
to look nice, and yet dont want to wear your black suits.  It would be very nice for you to have 
an every day suit of some thin summer material, and have it made with a sack coat, but I dont 
know that it is absolutely necessary.  When I get samples of diagonal cloth, I’ll get some of 
summer goods, and send them to you at the same time.  I should imagine you’d need it, but I 
cant judge about that without seeing your other every day suit.  Darling I rec’d a postal from 
Sue today.  They didn’t go to the P.O. and that is why I didn’t hear from her before.  Belle’s 



sister sails for Europe on Thurs[day]. and Sue is coming down to see her off and could not come 
down twice.  I am sorry she didn’t think of coming down to see her off, and could not come 
down twice.  I am sorry she didn’t think of coming on Sat[urday]. to stay till Thurs[day].  I would 
have been very glad to have her do it but I suppose if she tho’t of it at all, she tho’t we’d be so 
busy that she had better not, but she need not have felt so, & I’m awfully sorry she didn’t do it.  
Darling you wont have any letter today, and I feel so sorry about it, and do wish I had written a 
letter on Sat[urday]. fit to send, but I wrote it, expecting to send it, and didn’t dream of holding 
it, till it was too late to write another, and I guess it will be easier, & better for you to have no 
letter than to have that one, and you mustn’t be provoked because I didn’t send it, for I did 
what I tho’t was for the best, and tho’ I’m very sorry I wrote it at all, and I wish I had written a 
different letter, I feel that as long as the letter was written, and there was not time for another, 
that I did better to let you be left with out a letter today than to send the only one I had re  
could send one I wrote on Sat[urday]. night.  Oh by the way[,] I have rec’d a wedding present, 
and must tell you about it.  I wish you could come in and get your share of it.  I fear that there 
will be nothing left of it by the time you come home.  Ethel Cohen came down this A.M. while I 
was out, and brought me a pot of beautiful lilies.  She told mamma that she had just found out 
about my being married this summer, & that she felt “awful sorry” she couldn’t be here, but 
that she was going to Cala. [California] the last of next week, and so she just made up her mind 
to buy some thing for my wedding present, and give it to me now.  So she bought a big pot of 
lilies, and lugged it here herself.  It was about all she could carry, but she wanted to bring it 
herself.  Wasn’t it very sweet & lovely of her?  It was her own idea, & I think it was just as sweet 
as it could be, & I appreciated it so very much.  I know it will strike you as a queer wedding 
present, & you’ll probably have to laugh but, darling I know you’ll think just as I do about it, & 
will appreciate our first wedding resent very much.  Ethel shall have an invitation of her own.  
Mr. & Mrs. C[ohen]. & the other girls will be in Europe, but I’ll send one to Ethel wl with Alfred’s 
& Em’s.  She is such a peculiar child, but just as affectionate and good hearted as she can be, 
and this present came right from her heart, and she was simple and lovely about it, and I hope 
every present we get will be prompted by the same feeling as her’s.  We wont have many 
presents of course but I want those we do have to be given in the same spirit as Ethel’s.   

Darling Annie wanted me to promise that we would make her a visit this summer.  I told 
her that I’d be only too glad to make a promise & fulfil it, but that as we hadn’t decided yet 
about our wedding trip, that I couldn’t make any promises, but that she could be sure that I 
would like to accept her invitation, and that I was very anxious to have you go to Warwick and 
that you would love to go, for I had talked so much about Warwick & my friends there that you 
would be only too glad if we could go, but that until our trip was decided upon I could not make 
any plans.  She is coming down a few days before the wedding to lend a helping hand, and then 
you two will have a chance to get better acquainted.  She is very anxious to have me go up 
before the wedding too.  She said “Now Effie I know you wont have time for a visit before the 



wedding, and you are to bring Harry up for a visit after you are married, but I dont see why you 
cant run up and spend a Sunday with me before then.  I am just wild to have you do it, and will 
pay all your expenses if you will only do it.  Now please do try and manage it, for I am so 
anxious to have you, if it is only for over Sunday.”  Now my own precious darling boy[,] I must 
stop.  With unbounded love, the truest deepest love & so many many kisses   

from your 
             Effie 
 


