
         No. 54 West 46th St. 
         N.Y. April 8th 1886. 
My darling darling Harry, 
 I wanted to write after I mailed my letter, and tho’t I’d have quite a long time to spend 
on [ill.] this letter, but I had the bad luck to get something in my eye, and I had a dreadful time 
for about an hour, but at last it feels better, and I am going to try and write a little, but I wont 
be able to write very much for it is already very late.  Darling you asked me whole lot of 
questions the other day, & I have not had a chance to answer them yet, and now I know you’d 
rather hear about mamma’s arrangements than to have me tell you about Ada & the Ellises & 
Mr. Z[erfass]. etc. etc. so I’ll leave your questions for another time, & tell you now about 
mamma’s plans.  The house on 37th St[reet]. has the same number of rooms as this one, and is 
arranged very much the same.  Some things about it are not quite as nice, but the rent is lower, 
and that makes a good deal of difference, while the things that are not quite as nice as this 
house, are slight things, and on the whole I believe it will be a much better thing than this 
house.  The greatest objection to the house is that it is on the wrong side of the street.  It is an 
advantage to have a house on the South side of the street because then the back rooms have 
the sun, and that makes them as desirable as the front rooms, but when they haven’t even the 
sun to recommend them they are not very attractive.  Most people like the front of the house 
anyhow, but they are somewhat reconciled to the back rooms if they have the sun.  For my part 
I like the back rooms here, much better than those in front, but even here, people are very apt 
to object to back rooms.  I think that the situation of the house on the north side instead of the 
south side of the street is the only real objection to the house, & the other little things are not 
at all serious, and I dont know but what we will find that we can make the thing up, because 
people always expect mamma to make quite a big difference in the price between back and 
front rooms.  We consider that here the sun makes up the difference, & that the back rooms 
are worth just as much, and with such a high rent we felt as tho’ we could not make a 
difference, but now of course we’ll have to, and we can afford to do it, and as the price will be 
so much less than the front rooms, it will make the back rooms very attractive to some people.  
Now I must tell you about the arrangement.  The house is owned by Dr. Allen, a dentist, and he 
uses the back parlor as a reception room for his patients, and the place where our piazza is, is 
all enclosed in glass, and he uses that for his operating room (or whatever they call it).  He is 
only there from 10 a.m. to 5 or 5:30 P.M. and mamma doesn’t have to board him, and when his 
office hours are over he goes to his home in the Country, and we have the use of the back 
parlor.  He is away some time during the summer, and then we will have the use of the room all 
the time.  It makes the house very attractive to have the whole floor open, but mamma is going 
to have it understood that it is her private parlor, and have a place where she can take her 
company, for instance Uncle Ten Eyck.  When he comes down, there are always a lot of private 
matters to be talked over, and we hardly ever have a chance to see him alone.  It will be lovely 



for mamma to have such a nice place evenings, and it will be as it used to be at Glenwood 
Ave[nue].  We used to enjoy our private parlor there so much.  If we opened the doors, people 
were free to go in, but if they the doors were shut, every one understood that we wanted the 
room, & that they would have only the large front parlor for their use.  Of course we’ll have to 
use the basement dining room, but it will be a sunny basement, and so it wont be at all gloomy.  
I am glad to have the dining room there, for I know the basement is not a healthy room for us 
to sleep in, tho’ in that house it wouldn’t be as bad as it is here, but I think even there mamma 
& Jule will be a great deal more comfortable on the 4th floor, and the stairs are not much 
objection, since mamma is bound to do just so much tearing up & down stairs, & it might as 
well be necessary as unnecessary, for she will do it anyhow, & I have noticed here, that she 
dont do a bit more running up & down, when we have a room upstairs, so I never feel badly to 
have her on that 4th floor.  Well so far you see how much better it is for her comfort.  Now let 
me tell you how much less risk she has.  The house would be about $2800. according to the 
rents all over (and that is a beautiful block) but Dr. Allen will let her have the rent for $1000. 
less, on acc’t of his having the use of the office during the day.  This is really allowing her $19 
$19. & a little over per week for that room (with out any meals at all,) and she is sure of that all 
the year around, for he calls the rent $1800.  Now here she would ask $20. for a 4th floor room, 
& have two people to board, now she & only have it during the winter months and couldn’t be 
sure of it then.  We have been unusually fortunate this winter, in renting all the rooms, and 
dont always have such luck.  It was only an accident that our 4th story front room was rented.  It 
would not have been if it hadn’t been for Mrs. H. & Mrs. S. and their coming was very 
unexpected.  But down in that house the thing is sure, and we can count as many rooms left to 
rent.  Instead of having $20 for the 4th floor room, & board for two people, only for 3 or 4 
mo[nth]s. and a risk at that, she is sure of having a good room for on the 4th floor for herself 
instead of a gloomy badly ventilated basement, and she has nearly $20. per week the whole 
year round with no meals to furnish.  Then the doctor furnishes his room & has his boy take 
care of his room, and wait on the door, not only for himself, but for us, and this will be a great 
saving to us, for it takes an awful deal of time to go to the door here, and it will give our 
servants so much more time to do our work properly.  It is pretty hard to get in the midst of 
something & have to leave it, and go to the door, & perhaps go way to the top of the house, 
and then perhaps go back to work, & just get started, & have the bell ring again.  I know that 
some days this bell must ring at least 30 or 40 times, and it is almost impossible to do anything 
else but tend the bell, for there is nearly always more or less delay each time it rings.  The boy 
will be there all day long, and at night our servants can tend it without interfering with their 
work.  His boy will do away with the expense of having our having a man, and that will be a 
saving of about $10.00 per month, for we can have a waitress who will do the work just as well 
if not better than a man does it, but you know ‘it takes,” with people who board, to have a man 
go to the door.  It is more style, & of course it is better for us to cater to that feeling, but now 



we’ll have the style without paying $10. a month extra for it.  Now darling what do you think of 
the arrangement?  I dont know whether I have made it very clear, but if I haven’t I will tell you 
all about it month after next, and then I guess it will be clearer than when I have to write about 
it.  There is a very long story connected with the house, but I must have more time to tell you 
all that.  It is a very strange thing too, and I dont know that I could tell it in a letter, but some 
time when I have lots of time, & news is scarce, I may attempt the story.  Darling wont it be fine 
for us to have the whole floor for our wedding.  I guess we will have an evening wedding after 
all & then we can have as many people as we want.  We’ll have the supper in the dining room 
downstairs, and it will make so much more room, & it will be so much more comfortable than it 
was at Ada’s wedding, for it made a grea it very crowded as it was here.  You see during the 
ceremony every one had to be jammed into the front parlor, and then when the dining room 
was thrown open it only gave those two rooms for the entire entertainment, and we will have 3 
rooms, and it will give us lots of room, & make every thing very comfortable.  If Dr. Allen 
happens to be away, we can have the wedding in the afternoon, but if he is there we will have 
the wedding in the evening, & I think that it will be much pleasanter than to have it in the day 
time, for it will probable be hotter than mustard.  I cant tell yet about the day, but we’ll settle 
that in time for the invitations.  Isn’t it fine that we are going to have things just as we want 
them, and can have all the friends we care most for.  I mean we can invite those we care most 
for, tho’ a good many very dear friends will be too far away to attend the wedding, but I am so 
glad that we can invite every body we want.  

Mr. Lee’s answer to your invitation was lovely, about it, and I only wish he could act as 
usher.  It is too bad that you cant have him as usher & I cant have Em at the wedding, but 
darling I guess we will both be happy enough in spite of this.  What do you think?   

Now darling I have got to stop.  I have written a great deal more than I tho’t I’d be able 
to when I commenced, and this is not such a short letter after all.  If the quality was only as 
good as the quantity it would beat Mr. Lee’s letter, but alas! it cant do that for I never will be 
able to do anything like that.  Now darling goodnight, with the deepest truest love and no end 
of it from your 

          Effie 
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