
         No. 51 West 37th St. 
         N.Y. May 4th 1886. 
My darling darling Harry, 
 My own darling[,] your precious letter was rec’d when I got home tonight about 6:30.  It 
came on time, but I had to go out right after lunch.  We had lunch rather late, and I couldn’t get 
started till about two.  I reached Miss R[ussell]’s about 2:20[,] gave here her an hour & a half 
lesson, and then, as I had to be at the Shaw’s by five, I tho’t it would hardly pay to come home 
between the lessons, so I went to see Ada.  I was wild to see her, and as homesick for her as 
could be, and had just been aching to go there, and tho’t this would be a fine chance, and I 
could do it with a clear conscience, for if I came home, it would take most of the hour to get 
here & then go back to the Shaws, to say nothing of the extra walk I should have, and I would 
not have time enough home to do anything.  Poor Ada is in an awful mess.  The people who 
have had the house they have acted outrageously.  They owe two months rent, & put on as 
many airs as tho’ they had paid for two extra months, and have left the filthiest house, so filthy 
that they cant get settled at all till the walls have nearly all been repapered, and lots of painting 
and cleaning and poisoning done.  The house is alive with vermin.  Ada says said “Effie I am 
about wild, and if you could have seen things you would have been sick.  I feel all the time as if I 
had bugs & things crawling on me.  We have found every thing here except lice[,] roaches and 
bed bugs.  Goodness!  I am perfectly sick.”  Mrs. Hull was here calling on Ada.  Dont get excited.  
She and her son-in-law haven’t had a row, but there is a serious reason for Mrs. Hull leaving 
Ada alone in this hour of trouble.  I wrote you some time ago about her terrible cold which we 
were all very much worried about.  Well she has kept up and about ever since the day that she 
felt a little better than Ada did, and said there couldn’t be two invalids in one family, but she 
has been very miserable, and is very much run down, and we are all real worried about her.  
She has a terrible cough and is very weak & miserable, & the Haines (very old friends of theirs’) 
insisted on her staying with them, and said it would not be at all safe for her to go in the house 
until the carpets are down, and we all felt the same, and all urged it, and Ada told her she’d 
much rather do it everything alone than have her sick, and would be a great deal more 
comfortable to have her go to the Haines’, so Mrs. H[ull]. finally gave in.  She comes down to 
see Ada every day, and helps some, but wont sleep in the house till they get the carpets down, 
and they wont be able to do that until they have gotten rid of the bugs.  They are afraid they 
are in the walls, and so they are having the paper torn off, and they are going to have a regular 
time.  After I left there I gave Mamie her lesson, and then came home, and read your dear 
letter, and then went to dinner.    

 Darling the letter box isn’t near as convenient as it was on 46th St[reet].  There is none 
on the cor[ner]. of 6th Ave[nue]. and 37th.  The nearest one is on the cor[ner]. of 36th St[reet].  
It is too bad for I dont exactly like to go down there late at night.  At the other house it was so 
very convenient, but I dont feel quite so safe about going so far.  I sent Charles on Sunday night, 



but last night I couldn’t send him, and it was so late I was afraid to go myself, and so darling the 
letter was delayed.  I was dreadfully sorry but I know you’ll understand it and wont blame me.  I 
tho’t it was only 9:30 & found it was 10:30 and I was afraid to go down to 36th St[reet]. and I 
dont know about the 5th Ave[nue]. box.  I will take Fritz and investigate that tonight.  

 Darling I wonder if I am ever going to have time to tell you all the things that I am so 
anxious to tell you.  I wont dare write much more on this letter or it will be as bad as it was last 
night.  I am going to try and write my letters as you do yours, write at night, and send them the 
following day.  I am going to try that scheme as soon as I can get the letter ahead, & maybe I 
wont be able to do that till Sunday.  Darling I am just crazy for next month, and hardly know 
how to wait.  Darling I think after all you had better order a suit of No. 2.  I think it will be the 
best thing you can do, & I think I’ll like it as well as Mr. Underwood’s.  I have looked a[t] goods 
at two places and I like yours much better than the goods at either place.  I’ll try to get at the 
sample like Mr. U[nderwood]’s and send it in a day or two, but I haven’t unpacked yet, but I 
guess your No. 2 will do just as well, & will be cheaper.  I did not look at goods for an every day 
suit because if you wont get it till you come home (in case you need it at all) it wasn’t worth 
while to look now, and I have been so very busy I tho’t I would not take time for it if you were in 
no hurry.  If you find you need another suit you can see about it after you come home.  Oh 
darling how lovely it will be to be together again, and to feel that we need have no more 
separations.  We will be happier together than we have ever been because no horrible ghost 
will come in & remind us of a long & hard separation, and we have never been perfectly at rest 
on acc’t of this horrible ghost.  We have been very very happy but our happiness has never 
been complete, because we were not able to enjoy the present, & not dread the future.  There 
was a terrible sp separation always staring us in the face, and this time that ghost will not 
bother us.  Now darling goodnight with deepest fondest truest love  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ    
Ɵ  Ɵ   Ever your 
Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ        Effie Ɵ. 


