
                     No. 54 West 46th St. 
          N.Y. May 6th 1886. 
My own darling Harry, 
 Almost one week of May gone, and after this week I have only two weeks more teaching 
to do, and the week after my lesson are finished I am going to Madison to begin active 
preparations for the great event.  It really begins to look as tho’ the end was not very far away.  
I cant seem to realize it, for it seems as tho’ we have a long time still to wait and suffer, but 
when we talk about two weeks more lessons, and about active preparations immediately after 
the lessons are finished, it does sound as tho’ we were getting very near the end of our long 
trial.  You will be home by the 13th of June at the latest, and I really count on your getting here 
by the 12th, & when you get here I will consider that our troubles are at an end.  To be sure we 
cant be together constantly during the last part of June, and perhaps not during the 1st week of 
July, for you’ll have to spend part of the time at Madison, but we will be together part of the 
time, and when you are away it wont seem half so dreadful to be separated, if you are in 
Madison instead of Indiana, for I can send for you if I get very desperate, and besides we can 
stand it if we can be together part of the time, & we’ll know that after a few weeks we’ll never 
be separated again, so we can be patient, for a few days at a time, when you are visiting the 
folks at Madison.  I rec’d your letter this morning before I went out.  You want to know about 
this house, and I haven’t had time to tell you much about it, except that [it] is on the north side 
of the St[reet]. instead of on the south side.  The block is a beautiful one, better if anything than 
the block we were on before.  On the 5th Ave[nue] cor[ner] is Dr. Van Dyke’s church.  Perhaps 
you will remember it, and be able to place us a little better by that.  The letter box for one thing 
isn’t as convenient as at the other place but it isn’t very bad.  I dont quite like the idea of going 
to mail a letter as late as I used to on 46th St[reet]. for the box is on the north east cor[ner] of 
5th Ave[nue]. & 37th St[reet]. and you know that these side streets are rather deserted at night.  
There is a box on the cor[ner] of 36th St[reet]. & 6th Ave[nue]. but I dont like the idea of going 
down there at night, & would rather take my chances on 37th St[reet].  Well that isn’t a very 
dreadful thing but it is one of the thing which isn’t quite as convenient.  Mamma dont want to 
change her market men, and so she has farther to go, but Park & Tilford are only a block above 
so that is very convenient.  The butcher is on 46th St[reet]. but he will send down for the order, 
so mamma wont have to go every day, and the green groceries she’ll get at her old place, & the 
man will come here for her order, and she’ll get as many groceries of him as she can, for he has 
always done well by her, and she believes in patronizing the small grocery stores, w when she 
can do just as well, because she thinks Park & Tilford, and Acker & Mierrall & these other swell 
places have enough customers and that the poor little one horse stores have to suffer, and so 
she believes in helping the little stores when she can.  These are a few of the disadvantages 
about the location, but there are a good many advantages so that on the whole the location is 
more convenient than 46th St[reet].  Now about the house, before we moved, there was one 



thing we have felt was a decided objection, but since we moved we dont feel that it is so 
dreadful to have a house on this side of the street.  We dont find the back rooms at all 
disagreeable or gloomy, and the outlook is better than it was from our back rooms in the old 
house.  The outside of the house is just as nice as the other except that it has an iron railing on 
the front steps, instead of a stone, but as our stone railing was crumbling so, I dont know but 
what the iron railing look about as well.  The house isn’t quite as large as the other house, but it 
has the same number of rooms, and the only difference is that the rooms are a little bit shorter, 
but not enough to be objectionable.  The hall rooms are a little better than in the other house.  
I dont quite understand it, for the house isn’t wider large rooms dont seem any narrower, and 
yet the hall rooms seem to have more room in them.  I guess they have taken up more of the 
hall, and this makes them longer, but I dont see why they seem wider.  I should think the extra 
length would make them seem narrower.  I dont think the doctor’s office is any objection, and 
we have the coziest sitting room at night, and we think it is mighty fine to have a doctor’s office 
in the back parlor.  His operating room is in the extenteon extension, and as is as much shut off 
at night as our back piazza was.  There is never any oder from there that one usually notices 
about a dentist’s office.  We haven’t any back piazza, and we will miss it, but darling the extra 
room makes up for that, about a hundred times over.  Mamma keeps that for her private room, 
now that the parlor is settled, and so when you come home we’ll be sure of a place to go, and it 
is going to be lovely for mamma and Jule the whole year round.  His girl keeps it in order & we 
dont have to do a thing to it.  It is awfully cozy & comfortable, and is furnished with very nice 
leather furniture, and has a very nice rug, & a center table, a very handsome screen of Japanese 
embroidery, etc etc, and is really a lovely room.  The parlor isn’t quite as long as in the other 
house but is a much prettier room, is nicely papered, and will be enough sight more attractive.  
The house is very prettily papered, & when it needs new paper it will be put on.  The hall will 
have to be repapered.  The paper was very pretty, but it has been ruined by the moving, and is 
old all broken and looks very badly.  The doctor will have it fixed just as soon as we get ready to 
have the men come.  He is awfully nice & is doing a good many extra things that he didn’t agree 
to do at all, (for one of the extras he is having a new bathtub) and seems to be ready to do 
anything.  The basement makes a very pleasant dining room, and we really like it better than 
the one at the other house.  We have more room there and the smell of the cooking doesn’t get 
all thro’ the house, & it is much easier to serve the meals there, and there isn’t that ever lasting 
yelling down the dumb waiter, and fighting (for every once in a while the cook & waiter would 
have a falling out, & then the cook would not put things on the waiter for Charles, & of course 
he’d have to go down stairs and leave the dining room alone, and if he left, some one was sure 
to want something, and if things went crooked in the dining room the waiter was blamed, and 
no one tho’t of blaming the cook.)  We used to have an awful time, and we like the change very 
much indeed.  The room is very bright & cheerful, for it is on the sunny side, and is so very 
bright at noon that we have to shut the blinds.  Another thing, & one of the greatest 



advantages, is that mamma has a very nice store room for provisions that she buys by the 
quantity & has to keep locked up.  In the other house we couldn’t keep our room decent for 
half two of the closets were taken up with preserves, and tea, & coffee, & baking powder, & 
flavorings, and goodness only knows what.  Besides this there was always a barrel of sugar, that 
was awfully in the way, and a lot of oranges & lemons, and some times bananas and even 
apples, (for we never could be sure of having a thing, if they were left outside) usually a lot of 
nuts & raisins, & we never knew what to expect next.  Oh yes there was another thing 
introduced this winter.  That was the cake box.  Besides all these groceries, we had to have all 
the sheets & bedding in our room, and it was perfectly dreadful.  Do you wonder the room was 
always in confusion?  So much of the closet room was taken up with all these things that we 
didn’t have a place to put our things.  We were always in heaps, and we could not be any other 
way.  Now we have a good store room for provisions, and a splendid closet for bedding, and 
two closets in our room, & two enormous closets in the halls, one on the 3rd and the other on 
the 4th floor, besides the scuttle closet.  We have a nice laundry too.  It is under the doctor’s 
operating rooms, and it is so much nicer not to have the tubs & all the laundry work in the 
kitchen.  I dont think the house is was quite as handsome a house originally as the one on 46th 
St[reet]. but it is in better order, and will be a very much prettier house, when we get settled, 
than the other house one was, and will be ten times more convenient.  It will take some time to 
get it cleaned, and put in order.  We have made things very comfortable, but there is still a 
great deal to be done.  I know when you see the house you will agree with me that it is the best 
thing mamma has struck since we came to N.Y.  I only wish we could have had it sooner.  The 
Porters are here & will stay till June.  The son is very nice, (tho’ he isn’t very interesting) but the 
other two keep me furious most of the time.  Ed & Maggie & Ten Eyck will be here till they go to 
the country, which will be some time in June.  Mr. Artz expects to be here all summer.  Mr. 
Lozier is here.  I imagine he will go away some where this summer, but I guess he’ll come back 
in the fall.  He may only go away for a short time.  He has not talked at all about it yet, but I 
guess he’ll be in the country part of the summer anyhow.  We have some prospect of getting 
some [ill.] transient people, but we dont know positively yet.  We expected the Mitchell’s from 
thro’ May & June, and then from the 1st of Sept[ember] till for the winter, but they couldn’t 
stand it to wait till mamma found a house, & went & got other rooms, tho’ they have only taken 
them by the week & Mrs. M[itchell]. says if they dont like it they’ll come here in the fall, but I 
imagine the girls will like it because it is on 5th Ave[nue]. & they’ll think it is sweller than 37th 
St[reet].  I met Mr. Z[erfass]. this A.M.  He saw me and came towards me & walked with me a 
little a ways.  I was not very cordial & I didn’t ask him to call.  Now my own darling[,] I must 
stop.  I guess I have answered your questions about the house, tho’ I dont know whether I have 
given you any idea of it.  The arrangement is very much like the other house.  The bedrooms are 
arranged just the same.  Mamma & Jule have the 2nd floor back room, & I have shared it with 
them, but tomorrow I am going to fix up the 4th floor back room, and take that for my room.  It 



isn’t the most comfortable room, but I dont want to have to move around from pillar to post, & 
that is the only room I can be sure of keeping.  I will only be here two weeks, after this week, 
before I go to M[adison]. & I want to settle my things, & not have them disturbed while I am 
away, & if I settle them in the front room on the 3rd floor some one may take the room while I 
am away, & my things will be moved, & I wont know where to find anything, & no one else will 
know a thing about them, or will admit that any thing was lost in moving.  Two or three years 
ago when I went to Warwick I left every thing in the room I had had all summer.  While I was 
away, some one came & and took the room, & my things were moved.  No one had touched a 
thing, & I never could get any one to admit that the things had been moved by anyone, & yet I 
never believed that the things moved themselves.  One thing is certain.  I left them in that 
room, & when I came back they were not there.  I wont attempt to say where they were, for I 
dont know myself.  They were scattered from one end of the house to the other, and it took me 
till the middle of the winter to find them all.  This time I want to put them where I know they 
can stay, for I dont want anyone to move for me again____    

I said some [ill.] time ago that I’d have to stop, & now I really mean it.  I must stop.  
Goodbye my own precious boy[,] my darling darling Harry.  With unbounded love     Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  
Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ever your Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ   
Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ Effie.  


