
         No. 51 West 37th St. 
         N.Y. May 8th 1886. 
My darling darling Harry, 
 I have drawn a rough plan, of part of this house, for you.  It is about as bad as the f one I 
sent of the 20th St[reet]. house, but perhaps it will give you a little idea about this place.  I tho’t 
at first that it was too bad to send, & as I knew I couldn’t do any better if I tried again, I decided 
not to send any, but I have changed my mind, & think even this miserable plan will give you a 
better idea than I can give you without it, and so I think you will be glad to have it, poor as it is.  
You see the arrangement is very much like the other house.  It is a little smaller than the one on 
46th St[reet]. (except on the 1st floor and basement where the extension is) but it is far more 
convenient, and we have a very nice landlord who is ready to do almost anything.  We haven’t 
asked anything unreasonable, and he hasn’t refused a thing we have asked for, tho’ I suppose if 
we were unreasonable he wouldn’t be so very accommodating.  Mamma hasn’t been very 
enthusiastic over the house for some reason or other, but Jule & I have been very happy over it.  
Then when we came in it, mamma was so discouraged by the dirt and bugs that she was in 
despair, but now she is getting to rights she begins to feel better about it, and last night she 
waxed quite enthusiastic.  She has felt all the time that it was the best thing she could do, and 
has not had any doubts about its being a wise move, but yet she didn’t show much enthusiasm 
over the house.  She has been wonderful all the way thro’, and hasn’t worried any, has kept as 
cool as could be.  I dont think I ever saw her take a thing so quietly.  I dont mean that she hasn’t 
worked, for she has worked dreadfully hard, but she has kept cool, and hasn’t worried, and 
hasn’t been nervous.  It was is really wonderful how she has stood it.  We begin to look quite 
settled now, tho’ of course there are quantities of little things to be done, but the worst is o 
over.  We have had carpenters, masons, plumbers, locksmith and men to lay carpets & help 
move things from one place to another, & two women cleaning, and goodness only knows 
what.  The D[octo]r. is having the cellar cemented & whitewashed, and we have been have [sic] 
about crazy, looking after so many different ones.  We have got to have painters as soon as 
these other men get out and make room for them, and the hall and bathroom are to be 
repapered, so you see the house hasn’t been very quiet, and dont seem likely to be quiet for 
some little time.  We are all comfortable now tho’, and not all in heaps.    

Darling I rec’d your letter on time this A.M.  It was very nice tho’ very short but this one 
will have to be short, so I cant say anything.  Darling I knew you weren’t scolding me in the 
letter I rec’d yesterday.  I understood you perfectly, and I told you in the letter I wrote 
yesterday that I enjoyed your letter very very much, even tho’ you did go for me.  I knew you 
didn’t mean it for a regular scolding, and I didn’t take it so at all, and it didn’t worry me a bit.  
Darling I am very glad your new scheme about breakfast works to well, tho‘ I should think if you 
dislike oatmeal you would find it pretty hard to eat it every day, but you wont have to keep it 



up much longer, and I know you’ll be glad enough when you can get something decent to take 
its place.   

You ask about the calendar you sent.  I must confess it did not help me much, for there 
were still too many places not inked, and I knew well enough without seeing the calendar how 
many black marks there ought to be.  You know I told you a long time ago that keeping one 
marked didn’t help me, for it only showed me the white places, and didn’t help the past.  The 
time seemed so long that it was almost an aggravation to see so few black marks when it 
seemed as tho’ there ought to be twice as many, or rather more than twice as many.  This one 
of yours didn’t discourage me, & make me feel worse, for there were more places marked off 
than there were lelf left, but if I had kept such a thing from the beginning it would have made 
me even bluer than I have been, but now that the end is her so near it dont worry me to see 
the calendar marked so, and yet I must confess it dont help me any, for I have it all down in my 
own mind, and seeing the calendar dont bring the end any nearer to me.  Now darling you 
mustn’t be hurt because I didn’t dont feel as you do about this.  You asked me and I have told 
you the truth.  I must thank you for Sue’s letter.  It was very nice.  I will send it back with this.  I 
will also send the samples.  I only got hold of them yesterday aft[ernoon].  I wont send any but 
your No. 2, & two I got from Mr. U[nderwood]‘s tailor, for those are the only ones I care for.  
The very fine one is used for dress suits now, and is very handsome in the piece, but I dont 
think it would be serviceable, and would not be at all satisfactory if it wouldn’t wear well.  The 
other sample is like Mr. U[nderwood]’s wedding suit, and it made up very handsomely, but tho’ 
it would be very different from the suit you have now, and be very handsome, I dont believe it 
would be any more satisfactory than No. 2, and certainly would not be $25.00 worth better, but 
tho’ I have settled as far as I am concerned on No. 2, I’ll send you these two other samples so 
that you can see for yourself.  Darling I wont have time now for any more.  I send you such 
quantities of love, the deepest truest warmest love, and  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ,  all you want of  
them. 

Ever your own devoted 
 Effie. 
 

[Enclosed is the plan of the first floor of the new house with each room identified for a 
particular use.  On the back, Effie adds the following information: 

2nd, 3rd, & 4th floors like old house, except that we have more closet room.  The  
bathroom is a good deal larger & has splendid closets for bed linen, towels, etc.] 
 
 


