
         Purdue Apl 11 [18]86 
My darling darling Effie: 
 I had to stop my letter very abruptly this morning and didn’t get time to put in the love 
at the end part.  You thought I was very bad for shutting up so suddenly once before when I 
was writing up to the last instant but Darling I send you then & this time & always just as much 
love tho you couldn’t see it unless I said so.  I don’t remember how I ended this morning.  I was 
obliged to hurry very much or else walk over to the city in the rain & I thought that the hurry 
was a good deal better.  If I didn’t put in love enough at the end darling then forgive me & judge 
me as you ask me to judge you sometimes for darling you know that there is nothing the matter 
with the will.  Dr. V[innedge]. had come over to attend one of the boys who has the scarlet rash 
and so I had a chance to ride to the office with him as it was pouring & seemed likely to I 
thought I should have to swim for your letter but I meant to have it even if I did have to swim 
for it__  I had made no arrangements to have it gotten for me by Huston or anyone else.  I am 
so glad that the things seem so favorable for your mother for next year.  I do hope she will do 
as well as she has this winter & have a good house full all the winter_  It will be lovely for us & 
we shall feel so much more comfortable than to have to take a lot of traps to some strange 
house.  I shall be very glad for your sake & your mothers & can walk to Riverside park instead of 
Eagle Rock to take out the squeak.  I don’t know how the evening wedding will do if we decide 
to go to Boston as it will keep us a whole day after the wedding before we set out on our 
wedding journey but I presume there is harm in that is there.  In many ways the evening 
wedding will be a very pleasant thing tho I hadn’t thought favorably of it at first but we seem 
bound to have a pretty small affair & if we are going to have that we may as well have the thing 
at night.  The light will be better & the whole thing will be far prettier than a day wedding 
would be.  Of course we dont have to have the wedding at a time with reference to our 
departing on our trip for we can put that off till the next day just as well or better for there will 
be less bustle.  All the boats except the New Haven boats start out at 5 or 6 P.M. and we shall 
probably go by the sound steamers if we go to Boston or if we go to Maine.  I haven’t yet quite 
settled in mind that we hadn’t better go to Maine & I shall before very long tackle Dr Smart on 
his giving me some help to prosecute researches_  But Darling the matter will of course depend 
upon the Dr’s. movements for if we cant have the back parlor in the daytime & can have it at 
night I think we may as well have the back parlor.  I want first & foremost Darling to have you 
just suited about the wedding so that you will never have a regret over it & I shall be the 
happiest person in the crowd if it is a complete success__, and I believe it will be.  Darling I 
wrote to Mamma this afternoon.  I enclosed the letter in two envelopes[,] both sealed[,] & 
wrote in the inner “to be opened by Mamma only.”  I think that the girls make a practice of 
opening all letters which come as soon as they leave the office.  I have often seen them do so.  I 
should be glad if they wouldn’t do this & would make such common property of letters.  I would 
like to know if you have heard Mamma or Papa say anything about my new plan of writing to 



them personally every week.  I always write to them upon the calligraph & I know Papa prefers 
that & I do it for his benefit__  If you heard them say anything about the letters I should be 
much obliged if you would tell me_  I like the plan for it saves me the bother of writing to the 
girls.  I am tired & sick of writing to them & never getting the slightest attention paid to my 
letters.  I might as well not write to them at all for all the interest they show in anything I say.  I 
wrote Sue while she was in Philad[elphi]a asking for Mr Dolterers address_  She had just been 
to see his wife.  She has written twice since then & never mentioned it.  I wrote asking her 
which was her bad eye but she didn’t tell me tho she answered the other questions asked 
about her eyes.  She & the rest never look over a letter before they answer (?) it & so they 
forget a good many things which one wants to know about enough to ask a particular question 
about them.  I wonder if Aunt Mag has been able to do anything with her house in Newark.  It 
was an unfortunate day for her when she began to speculate in real estate.  She has never done 
as well with her money as she did when she had it drawing a moderate but sure rate of interest.  
It has rained all day[,] a gentle April rain which will cause the grass to turn from brown to green 
& bring May Flowers (The flowers which bloom etc____)  I went to church this morning & had a 
good nap this afternoon & then went to chapel & after supper I invited Dragoo in for a talk 
because I knew it would please him and now I have been ever since trying to write to you but 
Darling tonight I have to try for I have two things against me.  One is Miss Stockton has a parlor 
full of company[,] students to call or some girls who [are] visiting her[,] & every now & then 
they tickle the piano & make some Hoosier music__  The second reason is because I am so 
gloomy & blue tonight.  I shall be all right in the morning but tonight they seem to have hold 
upon me & I can’t put them out.  Don’t imagine Darling that it is caused by your dear self in any 
way for it isn’t but I am so homesick any way & the rum tum tum of the infernal hand organ 
irritates me & makes me six hundred times worse__  It isn’t any fault of the youngsters and I 
dont lay it up against them tho I do think they might get done sometime as it has been the sort 
of thing all day today & all day yesterday.  One student came yesterday morning at 7:30 A.M.  It 
is his sister who is visiting & soon a second & the a third & they were all day & the last thing I 
heard last night as I tossed away my cigarette was co co chi lunk & it was then about 10:30.  I 
shall be devoutly thankful when they go home.  But as I said before Darling I am not really 
crusty enough to put this down against them & wouldn’t shut them up for anything but you see 
Effie Love it has its reflex effect on me.  I cant get grace enough out of my benevolent feelings 
to be happy in spite of the adverse circumstances.  So Darling I will stop trying to write & go to 
reading something & wait till they leave or till tomorrow morning_  Oh Effie I do love you with 
all my heart my own Darling & I do want you so____ Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө   

Your own Harry 
 
 
 



Darling the boys have left.  It is 10:05 P.M. & I will try & finish this letter.  I ought not to 
complain or be bothered by the young folks having a good time & I realize that it is very weak in 
me.  I wouldn’t let on to anyone but you about it but it does sometimes annoy me.  I managed 
to read an hour while they were singing the Bull Dog & Rig a jig jig.  I sang all those things 
hundreds times & shall no doubt do so hundreds of times in the future for I hope & believe that 
my boyish—ness will never completely die out.  I do try to think of the convenience of those 
about me tho & don’t play when I think it is unreasonable. 

I started up work again yesterday upon the development of Fasciolaria & I find that I can 
piece my observations together &make a good article of them.  I hope I can get the article all 
written before June first.  It is my intention to work with that purpose & then I have some 
material ready upon another mollusk[,] Fulgur[,] which I can use for comparison with this and 
work up into a separate good paper I think.  I think I put in a fine days work yesterday upon it & 
shall go at it tomorrow again & use all my spare time on that sort of work for this & next month.  
I don’t feel at all sorry tho’ Darling that there isn’t anymore time and only wish that it was June 
11st and not April 11st__  I get a good deal of comfort though out of the work & do enjoy it very 
much.  I am fortunate in one thing[,] that I so thoroughly enjoy my studies and I only wish I had 
better opportunities for pursuing them.  I do hope that some time before many years we shall 
be so far independent that I can take you to the seashore for the summer & spend my time in 
study.  I intend to write to Woods soon and ask him about a summer place he visits upon the 
maine coast[,] what we can get there for & what we can stay there for.  I do wish so that we 
could go to Bermuda and havent given that scheme up just wholly tho I have my fears.  I shall 
try Dr. Smart on it before long & I may get him to tackle it for he sees fully the advantage of 
having studies published from this place & sent out.  He even suggested the other day that we 
issue some illustrated bulletins from the Laboratory & you may depend I worked him on that & 
very likely we will get up some thing embodying the results of work done here__  He sees fully 
the advantages of having original investigations carried on here & I think he will think favorably 
of the plan to help me especially as I got them such a lot of nice stuff for the museum last time.  
If he was trying to push the museum I could manage it easily.  I had thought some of getting a 
six month leave of absence during the winter next year & going to Bermuda then_  I would be 
tickled to death if I could get some army work for a while to take me to Florida[,] say in the 
Spring.  We could go to Col. Langdon & have a good time.  I could get the use of quarters in Fort 
Wool Hampton Roads but without boats we should not be well off there.  The gov’t will 
generally let scientists have the use of their buildings when they are not in use but they dont 
furnish them so that scheme wouldn’t be good for anything.  I expect that my Sschemes will all 
end in our going to Boston where we will have a perfectly lovely time & much more fun tho less 
profit than if I went to some marine station.  We must not lose sight of the fact Darling that my 
advancement will depend upon my showing ability both as a teacher & as a student &[,] if 
anything[,] more as a student in my line & I shall not be able to spend all my summer in resting 



& slothful ease at all_  I have thought some of going to some place on Long Island for work.  I 
can take all the requisite collecting apparatus without much cost but there is the continual 
trouble[,] the difficulty about boats.  There is a place near Boston where there is a school (at 
Annisquam).  We could perhaps go there & there is another at Woods Hole on Buzzards Bay.  
The Maine scheme strikes me as the most probable tho if we try any of that sort of thing.  I shall 
have a talk with Dr Smart about four weeks before commencement and then see if he will help 
me any in this direction.  I think that I can perhaps screw $100. out of him & if so it will be a big 
help.  I don’t want to neglect the teaching part of my work & I dont want to neglect the 
investigating part either and I must to do both use some of my Summer any how.  I shall not 
feel contented to stay at Purdue very long on the next years salary & in fact we shall probably 
have to have more than that before many years tho we can get along comfortably on it for a 
year or so.  I feel that we are doing just the right thing in our present course & I feel no 
hesitation in taking the step we propose for I think the future will take care of itself.  At the 
same time we must stretch every nerve meantime. 

Now Darling I must stop.  I do not feel satisfied with my letter but it is my best & Darling 
you know that I should be only too happy if I felt that I had made up a bit by my letter for the 
suffering we both suffer by reason of this separation.  I was glad that I could write better letters 
last week than those I had written lately & Darling I always try but I don’t always feel the 
same__  I always feel all I say & far more but there seem to be times when I feel as if you didn’t 
care about my letters & I don’t feel as if I could write.  This is only one of the horrible forms the 
demon of blues assumes but it is awful while it lasts.  I shall be so glad when I can come to you 
for a kiss when I am blue & put my arms about you & draw you close to me & have all the 
sweetest kisses I want & my Effie with me all the time.  Darling I do love you & long for you all 
the time__  Goodnight my own Darling with fondest love & strongest longings 

from your own 
 Harry. 

Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө   
 


