
         Purdue Apl 17 [18]86___ 
           7 A.M. 
My darling Effie 
 I am having or am on the verge of having another racket with Mrs. Stockton.  Her 
breakfast hour is 6:30 but no one pretends to get to breakfast before seven oclock.  Of late she 
has gotten to ringing a big bell in the hall and yesterday morning she kept it going almost 
constantly from 6:15 to 7:15.  This morning the engine house bell rang at six oclock.  Then at 
6:15 she started her small bell.  Then just before 6:30 she rang the small bell again & stood a 
long while with it just before my door.  Then the regular 6:30 bell rang on the engine house.  
Then they rang the small bell two or three times.  The last time I stepped out into the hall with 
out waiting to be fully dressed and found it was her two waiter girls[,] who are the sauciest 
brats I ever saw[,] ringing the bell_  I asked what it was for.  They said it was the breakfast bell.  
I told them that the breakfast bell had been rung ten minutes ago.  They havent rung any more 
& it is now 7:10.  I am going to speak to Mrs Stockton today & unless she is very careful she will 
lose a boarder for I am just thoroughly sick & tired of her__ & won’t suffer a good deal of 
inconvenience before I will keep on with her__  Yesterday morning one of these brats had the 
impudence to tell Miss Weed that if she wanted warm biscuits she must come earlier to 
breakfast_  If the girl had told me that I should have gone strait to Mrs Stockton & tendered my 
resignation___  

 Darling I have had breakfast[,] one dish of oat meal.  Then I tried some fried fish but as 
the fish had succumbed to the warm weather before they were cooked their effect upon the 
sensitive palate was not altogether favorable to further appetite for them.  But I enjoyed my 
oat meal & am getting so that I can subsist pretty well upon it.  I feel far better now a days than 
I did mornings three weeks ago or so.  I think that leaving off the coffee[,] hot biscuit & fried 
meat has been good for me___  But Darling I don’t want to tire you out completely with the 
board matter.   It seems pretty bad but I think that it is better than any other scheme if I must 
live here.  You haven’t any conception of the inconvenience of going over to the city for meals 
or even going no further than Craigs__  I tried it for many long years and I will stand a pretty 
good deal rather than go far for my meals_ 

It has the prospect of being a rainy day today.  I shall not mind if it is a rainy day for I am 
going to put in my time today upon Fasciolaria _  I found something which was very novel & 
interested me very much yesterday.  It is very special and I don’t understand it fully yet 
myself__  If you were only here I could show & tell you what it is but I couldn’t make it clear in a 
letter in a reasonable space.  I want some one to talk with about my work.  Even tho you don’t 
understand fully you could understand enough to make you a great companion for me in my 
studies & you could help me a great deal about my drawings for I could let you finish them 
up___  Darling I went to Supper with Huston last night & then at 7:45 we went to hear a lecture 
by General Lewis Wallace[,] the ex Turkey man_  His subject was Turkey & the Turks & it was a 



most beautiful lecture.  It was written in a beautiful style & was very vivid in the descriptive 
parts.  He adores the Turks and I thought he was too adulatory in his tone but he was certainly 
very interesting & probably nearer the thr truth than the average opinion of the turk which 
makes him little better than a dog.  His manner as a lecturer wasn’t anything fine.  It wasn’t 
positively bad in any thing but it wasn’t good _  I got home at 10:10 & went straight to bed.  I 
was feeling somewhat tired & have lately retired at or soon after ten __  I got your letter at 
4:30.  Your Orange days are always hard on you & you do too much in Orange that is certain.  I 
shall be glad when you stop giving lessons.  But I do think it will be easier work during the 
moving turmoil than you have at home and will pay better in the bargain.  I do wish you 
wouldnt have to go home from lessons & help in the moving but if you are at home of course 
you wont be able to stand around doing nothing.  Please don’t carry any trunks up four flights 
of stairs but hire some strong person to do that sort of thing.  Do you remember doing just that 
silly thing last summer_  I was very much displeased over that for I was in the house at the time 
& I ought to have been told to do it.  Well Darling you must be careful of yourself_  I hope you 
went to bed early on Wednesday night & got a good rest & I dont complain a bit over the letter 
or think of it as “short.”  Darling it was one more message from you & told me you were well & 
still full of undying love.  Today marks the flight of another week and thus they go & we get 
nearer & nearer the end___  I shall not complain when we reach the end.  I look forward to it & 
count upon it with a fidelity which may seem unflattering to Purdue but is true none the less__  
Today will go quickly.  Time always does when I am very much interested in work_  I hope your 
letter will come in the morning today but I dont look for it till afternoon.  Isnt it strange that we 
find it so utterly impossible to settle down & be quiet[?]  At least that is true of me.  I think 
every day that now I will be quiet & wait but every day I fail of just that and I am wild till I get 
my letter & when I get it & read it I am wild for the next one & for tomorrow.  I should feel 
sinful for living in this way but thus I try & improve my time as I go along to the best advantage 
& do work hard all the time.  I don’t sit around but work as hard as I can all the time.  I cant 
work as well as I could if I were happy & quiet but I can do something & I do work very hard 
indeed & can see that I am making progress all the time.  I think that we shall be both worth 
more to all concerned when we are together than we have been of late.  I don’t know how you 
are with your friends.  I presume you don’t seem much different from the way you used to be 
for you have excellent control.  Of course there is no one who know sees me who formerly saw 
me so I can’t say that I am changed but I have felt very much changed_  I am far better than I 
was last year_  This is due to your letters & to our summer.  Both are influential in producing 
the improvement[,] for an improvement it is and a vast improvement too.  Well Darling there 
wont be very much more waiting & trying to keep up and in a few weeks more we shall be able 
to tell each other all about it & be happy.  Now Darling I must go about my work.  I send you 
such a load of deepest warmest love & I would be so glad to give you all the kisses you could 
want Darling Darling[,] my darling__ 



With love & longing beyond measure from you own loving 
           Harry. 

. 


