
                         Purdue Apl 18 – [18]86__ 
My own beloved Effie: 
 I received your letter yesterday at 1:30, for I went over to the [city] to get my letter & to 
do several errands___  Darling you must keep up your courage for we haven’t much longer to 
wait now.  April is pretty well along & only one more whole month.  I am wild with impatience 
& can hardly keep quiet myself and am a poor person to advise you to be patient Darling but I 
try & do my best too.  I do want you so that it seems at times just utterly impossible to go 
another step.  I remember all the happiness we have in our love when we are together & to feel 
that I am losing so much all the time is horrible.  I am not where I was last year but I am simply 
wild most of the time now_  I do manage to control myself better than I could last year.  Then I 
was just utterly miserable.  I know that I have got to work.  These years of my life are the most 
valuable & if I am ever going to win a decent place I have got to fight hard now__  I dont dare 
let the time go without work.  For that reason alone I think the sooner we are married the 
better for us for I half wasted last year & more_  I had lots of time last spring but I simply 
couldnt do any decent work.  This spring I am better & am doing good work all the time now & 
every day tells.  I want it to tell for Darling if I am to go into some better place it will only be 
because I have shown ability to do well what I am doing at present & more_  I cant rest on my 
laurels because I havent any on which to rest & because I must be earning more.  Oh Effie 
mine[,] it is hard to stand up here & fight when I feel so little like fighting_  But Darling it will 
not be for many weeks longer & then seven more Sundays & then Darling we shall be together.  
If we are in New York that Sunday I shall feel as if I didn’t want to see a soul but you and I think 
we shall be two happy lovers upon June 13th_  Darling it is so hard to wait.  I think of you all the 
time & wish so that I could see you.  Keep trying Darling & when you feel particularly lonesome 
sit down & write to me about it & it will be a blessing to two people, to you who write & to me 
who read__  (Don’t that last sentence sound funny but it is severely & grammatically correct.)  
Darling I have gotten out the envelope which has caused so much perplexity and I mail it to you 
with this letter_  It was delayed on the road[,] that is plain.  I do not know about the N.Y. mark.  
It looked at first like 6 P.M. but on looking closer I guess it is 9 PM.  It is blurred, but it is blurred 
so that I cant be certain.  I enclose it for your benefit.   

About those poor envelopes Darling[,] I wondered how you could be out so soon since I 
sent you those.  I thought I sent enough to last till I came home but I never dreamed it was only 
because you kept forgetting.  If it saved you a trip from upstairs Darling it is all right but Darling 
dont use these poor ones anymore for they are not strong enough and one letter I received was 
open enough to have permitted a person to spy out quite a good deal of the contents if he or 
she had cared to.  I only mean it as a caution Darling & not as a criticism __  I didn’t say 
anything to Mrs Stockton yesterday after all & I noticed a marked improvement today in the 
matter of the bell—ringing__  Darling I got some samples yesterday of cloths for my suit.  
Please look at them & then write me what you think of them.  The prices are attached.  I will I 



think not tell you what I think till I have given you a chance to say what you think, (Lots of thinks 
there), for I want your unbiased opinion together with a statement of the reason for it.  I feel 
almost sorry now that I have this suit which I wore home at Christmas but I had the benefit of it 
this winter & especially while I was in New York.  It will be much like the new one but I favor 
having the new one of the same style as the old one.  For I think it looks the best of anything 
upon my short but rather broad trunk.  Let me know Darling what you think about each one 
and then let me know which one you prefer.  The difference in price doesnt count for much & 
there will be a discount of ten percent & thereabouts on all of them.  Do you want me to have 
all new clothes.  It is the proper thing I know & I ought to have a new overcoat and at least one 
new suit for everyday but Darling I do not feel as if I could afford to do it and I will have this suit 
to wear if I need to be dressed up to the handle & shall feel better not to spend a great deal on 
my other clothes.  I shall keep my present best suit for next Winter and unless you think I had 
better have a new light suit for every day I will have the blue coat & vest cleaned & pressed & 
wear that again.  It will cost me twenty five dollars for a new suit & I do not feel as if I ought to 
take the money for it_  Darling here is an statement of account[,] my expenses I estimate up to 
the time we are ready to depart on our Wedding trip including the payments to yourself & Papa 
(150 & 285 –) at $590_  My receipts will be 675. & that will leave a Balance of $65.  Of course 
we shall not get through the Summer on anything like that.  The trip to Boston if we go there 
will cost nearly that.  I shall have still due me here on this years salary $175 or so and I do not 
want to use that all up if I can possibly help it.  It will cost us $50. to come out here & I hope 
that perhaps with $25 upon the balance of $65. we can get through the summer[,] leaving me 
at the end of the year with a balance of $100. after all expenses are paid and I have been 
married we have had our summer.  Of course all this goes upon the supposition that we go to 
Boston for our trip and that if we go to Bermuda or Beaufort there would still be much the 
same calculation for I should expect to make enough to cover the additional expense__  I have 
in this estimate calculated my wedding expenses[,] including clothes[,] minister[,] my other 
various expenses[,] at $75. but I do not know but what it will be more than that.  Now Darling I 
must close & go to mail this & get your letter.  Oh Darling I do want you so_  Darling Darling 
how I love you____ 

 Your own Harry___ 
  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ   Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ   Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ   Ɵ  Ɵ    

 


