
               Purdue Apl. 20 [18]86___ 
My darling darling Effie 
 I am so sorry that you were disappointed on Sunday morning darling & I would do 
anything rather than have had it happen__  Oh Darling it is hard enough without such 
disappointments & yet they are utterly unavoidable.  I didn’t carry that letter to the office in 
person as I have done sometimes for I couldn’t do it last Friday without a great loss of time & I 
felt perfectly safe in trusting our mail.  You will I hope send me the envelope at once & if the 
fault is here at this end I will raise the very deuce but I haven’t the least idea that the trouble 
was at this end.  I feel sure it was between here & New York upon the trains.  Oh Darling I am so 
sorry you were disappointed upon Sunday__  I am glad that the Saturdays letter happened to 
be one which would bear reading twice that you were comforted by it on Sunday & I hope that 
nothing delayed the letters on Monday so that you got them both.  Darling I dont believe that I 
fully agree with you in considering the engaged state as good as the married state for this 
reason, lovers are subject to so much annoyance which married people escape_  If they exhibit 
the slightest particle of attachment for each other they are considered silly & “lover_ like” & if 
they go off by them selves they feel that the folks they leave behind are saying something 
about spooning_  Lovers so far as they themselves are concerned are happy together & I dont 
know but they are as happy as if married but they are the prey of every tongue & they dont 
escape at all while people only consider as “beautiful” signs of attachment at which they laugh 
if they see them in lovers__  I must say Darling that excepting Dele & Will last summer no one 
seemed to especially lay themselves out to do just the right thing in the simplest manner.  Of 
course we weren’t there for long & they might have been less considerate in a longer time.  
Thank heaven all engagements are not like ours has been.  If they were there would I guess be 
fewer divorces because fewer bad matches.  In our engagement I feel that we have been very 
poorly understood.  All the first year I was not understood at all & I have never been able to feel 
yet that my family understood my trial or considered it at all as a trial.  You cant yourself Darling 
understand it fully & of course they are far less able to understand it.  They haven’t helped me 
except in one way.  They have become fond of you in this new light I do believe & that has 
helped me far more than anything else__  It has been the same in your family & your mother 
has felt sorry for us because we were parted & yet her sorrow hasn’t made her see at all that 
we need our letters but it works the other way & our need of letters irritates her & makes her 
feel that she has lost you.  It has been one of the worst features of this separation that we have 
not only been kept from getting better acquainted with each other but we havent been able to 
make our families half understand us in this relation.  I am thoroughly & heartily sick of 
engagement.  It isn’t enough & yet it is too much.  It puts us in such intimate relation that we 
cant be happy apart & yet dont permit us to be together without plenty of comment on our 
conduct.  We shouldn’t feel at all as we do I presume[,] at least [I] had better say I shouldn’t 
feel at all as I do[,] if I had had a happy engagement but that sweet blessing has been denied to 



me and I feel that that period which ought to be a happy time has with some exceptions been a 
hard & miserable time.  I say with some exceptions Darling for it hasnt been able to be all 
miserable[,] not even all the time.  I have been so utterly shut away from you.  There have been 
many times when my joy in having your love has triumphed over every thing & inspite of every 
thing.  But on the other hand not even all the time we have been together has been full of 
happiness for the horrible blues have gotten after me even then at times.  I think that we shall 
both look back upon our engagement as a period which[,] while it contained some of the 
dearest & sweetest passages in our history[,] also contains some of the darkest pages____  I 
know Darling it will be so with me_  

But Darling I must be careful or I shall get us both blue[,] thinking over this part of our 
lives_ 

Please let me know just when you expect to be at Madison & do your dress making.  I do 
not remember just the dates if you have told them to me?   

I think Dr Allens former tenant is a hard nut & I should if I were in your mothers place 
stand not one cents worth of tomfoolery when the time for her to “git up & git” comes 
around.  Her behavior is simply mean[,] pickayune as they call it south (but not as they spell it) 
and I think you will live through it, but find it very unpleasant at the time like a dose of castor 
oil for instance.  I hope the Doctor will prove a good tennant & certainly so far as pay goes he 
will be the best one__  I do not think the house will be as attractive as the present one[,] both 
by reason of location but more particularly because of the basement dining room & the 
Doctors office in the house.  It wont be as swell & that will very probably make some 
difference but then the rent also makes a big difference & I consider the house[,] just as you 
do[,] a very great catch.  It will be much better for your mother not to live in the basement__  
Darling I have already written that I am entirely suited with your selection of the wedding day 
& Darling I shall be entirely suited with all our plans.  I only want to find out just what you want 
for I want you to be just exactly suited with the wedding & to always be able to look back to it 
as the very perfectest wedding you ever attended & to have every thing to suit you to a T___  
And if it does then I shall be perfectly suited__  The time will suit me perfectly___  The Astor 
closed last year about on the 15th of August.  I worked there some after we had left Madison 
after the racket with Sue_  I do hope that we shall never have such a time as that again and 
shall always resign to any dictation to avoid for it is too bad__  Now Darling I must go to bed 
for it is 10:15 & will be after 10:30 before I get through one or two little things I must do 
before I turn in but I hope to have time for a sheet in the morning.  Goodnight my own 
precious darling Effie with eternal love 

from your own 
     Harry. 
 
         



Wednesday morning 
My own darling 

Another day has begun thank heaven & we are only seven weeks from 
commencement[,] thank heaven again__  The time is getting shorter & shorter___  Darling I 
heard from Mr Woods yesterday afternoon.  He answered my questions about 
accommodations at Northport on the Maine coast.  The letter is favorable except that the place 
is not favorably situated for my work[,] at least most favorably situated.  Please after reading 
the letter return it at once so that I can answer it and also let me know what you think of it.  I 
am thinking also about Orient Point & Montauk Point for us.  Do you know anything about 
Montana Point & whether we should be able to get accommodation there & anything about 
the prices_  I want to be on the shore awhile if possible & in some of rather quiet place.  I have 
thought some of Annisquam[,] Massachusetts.  Fortunately Darling we shall have time enough 
to talk this over & choose after I get home. 

Oh Darling I feel that we can talk things over so much better than we can write about 
them.  We are not able to tell quite how the other feels in writing every time and it makes us 
feel as if we were not always understood & we aren’t _ but when we can sit together & have a 
quiet talk & kisses all along through we know just how loving every thing is meant to be as we 
can’t at a distance.  We believe it is so but we cant see it as we do when we are together.  I 
havent heard yet from Rice to whom I wrote inquiries regarding Bermuda.  I do not think we 
should find that place hot in Summer for it is on the level of Beaufort & is in the ocean while 
Beaufort is on Shore_  Beaufort is more unendurable & most of the time very comfortable & I 
think that if we could possibly do it Bermuda would make us the most lovely trip.  We could 
take the tropical island[,] the wonders of a coral island & the sail to Beaufort & Back.  It would 
be lovely_  But Darling I must stop and mail my letter.  Oh Darling if I could only take you in my 
arms for a little while.  It is so long since I have done that & you were in such an agony when I 
did it last and Darling I want so to see your dear face[,] dearer to me than any other face & full 
of light whenever I look at it.  Even darling on that night when you were suffering so with hay 
fever[,] I thought I saw that you were gladder because I could be there & when I lifted you up 
on the pillow, but often & often Darling I have seen a look there which you wear only for me___  
My own Darling[,] I do love you so very very fondly____  O for the touch of your fingers about 
my face & the look out of your eyes & your happy smile__  I am hungry hungry hungry for these 
& other signs of the great love which I know fills my Darlings heart.  Darling I do love you with 
all my heart.  You know this but I will[,] I must[,] write it again.  Oh Effie it is awfully hard to be 
so far away from you.  Dont let this letter or my blue letter lately weigh you down Darling.  You 
know that my love is the same & stronger than ever before__ 

Goodbye Darling Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ 
    from your Harry_ 
 


