
         Purdue Apl 21 [18]86__ 
My own darling Effie: 
 I received your letter this morning & it was very welcome_  You said that you wanted to 
know how what you wrote in my Sundays letter about our wedding trip struck me & Darling I 
do not know whether it is better to tell you how it struck me or not but I will risk it for I think 
when you ask a thing in a letter it isn’t pleasant to have it dropped unanswered & if I write of it 
at all I have got to tell you the truth.  Ɵ  Now darling don’t please get blue because of what I am 
going to write  Ɵ  and I am almost afraid to write it__  I was very much broken up Darling over 
the tone of your answer to my suggestion_  Now let me try to explain to you just what I mean.   
When you suggested the night wedding the first thing I thought of was that it would interfere 
with our wedding trip for Darling to me the notion of starting upon our wedding trip with a 
night journey in a sleeping car was in mid summer was almost unendurable__  I didn’t see the 
thing as it struck you & didn’t see why it was so very bad for us to wait till the next day & then 
set off on the journey.  I didn’t foresee Darling how it would strike you and of course blundered 
into writing just the thing most sure to displease you__  But Darling I had no such fixed notion 
that I couldn’t & wouldn’t give in if you objected & I fully expected that if you objected you 
would come out with the objection & then we would think up some other plan _  But Darling I 
was wrong & when I got your letter on Sunday & felt that it was utterly impossible for us to pull 
together when we are apart as we are I was just utterly miserable.  Darling this oughtn’t to be 
so.  The mere fact that we are so far apart oughtn’t to prevent us from understanding each 
other better & being more careful & more thoughtful__  I certainly didn’t mean Darling to make 
you think that I would go to Boston by the six oclock steamer or not [ill.] go any where and yet 
it seemed to me as I read your letter that you felt that I was just as stubborn as that.  As soon as 
I read the letter darling I thought over the possible schemes & hit on the one you mention in 
todays letter[,] viz to go via New Haven boat but Darling I had meant to leave this matter to be 
talked over when I get home for Darling I felt utterly discouraged about trying to write about 
things & trying to understand & be understood.  It is all wrong Darling & oughtn’t to be so.  It 
wouldn’t if we understood each other better but it oughtn’t to be so now.  I think Darling it was 
my own fault at the bottom.  I ought to been more careful for Darling I should do anything to 
please you and made up my mind to the sleeping car very willingly & will take it if we think best 
without a grumble__  It wasn’t that which made any trouble.  You were right in saying I 
wouldn’t mind a little thing like that.  Indeed I should not but I felt that it was only one more of 
the old sort we two[,] who really do at heart love each other with the most intense passion[,] 
pulling opposite ways & just as if we each thought the other was bound to have his or her own 
way any how.  We neither of us really feel this way Darling I know & yet as I read your letter I 
felt as if this was the way you felt when you wrote_ Ɵ  I got my self out of it before Monday & 
Darling it hasnt bothered me since but it isn’t always easy to see through your letter to your 
own dearself who I know is are inside there everytime.  Darling I am a very singular man & an 



absurdly sensitive & foolish fellow & have no business to have anything like a third part of the 
troubles which are at the time very grievous.  I know that what ever the seeming I have 
assurance that I am not wrong that your first feeling is love always & that every thing will be 
right when we can be together.  Now Darling my darling[,] Ɵ I dont know whether to send this 
or not.  I certainly should not Darling but that I judge you by myself & know you will feel hurt or 
sorry if I pay no attention to this.  As it is[,] I believe I have done best to write this I explanation.  
As for the trip Darling[,] I shall not object to going by train if we think that best.  I dont want the 
wedding planned with reference to the trip if you think an evening wedding is best then I am 
entirely suited with that.  We can go to New Haven & I had thought of it at once.  We can leave 
at 11 or 11:30[,] I dont know which the time is[,] & then have some time in New Haven in the 
morning.  Personally I think that the afternoon is the most convenient time for all concerned 
except yourself & family.  I do not know about that part but as many of our friends will come 
from a distance an evening wedding will keep them in the city over night_  Though wherever 
we go a start will be more conveniently made in the daytime but Darling I do not think that 
these considerations weigh against your convenience & do want you to have just what you 
want for I do think that you will take a pride & pleasure in this entertainment which I can’t 
know much about except by sympathy with you & I want you to get just the greatest pleasure 
possible from it.  So now Darling my darling[,] you know just what I think & have thought at the 
time about this.  If I was not clear before & made you think I was at all selfish & dictatorial 
darling forgive my carelessness in writing for certainly I did not mean to be so_  Oh Darling let 
us both be careful & wont you be charitable with me for Darling I do love you with my whole 
heart and I dont want to do the least thing to make you provoked or to make you hurt in 
anyway__ 

Last evening Miss Swan took Miss Weed[,] Miss More & me out for a drive__  She had 
Dr Smarts horse & carriage & it was my first pleasure drive since the rainy day drive of which I 
wrote you.  Miss More isn’t pleasant company at all.  She never talks & when she does she 
hasnt anything interesting to say.  I never see her except at meals & since the talk I had with Dr 
Smart some time ago[,] about 4 weeks[,]I haven’t called much on Miss Weed[,] only once.  So 
you see I am quite a hermit again.  I know Darling that you will be vexed because I haven’t left 
Mrs Stockton but I can get enough to live on from her fare.  Sometimes it is good enough & I 
don’t feel that I can take the time to board else where___  I am sure I shouldn’t improve 
matters much at Craigs & I dont want the inconvenience of going ten minutes walk away.  I am 
going to try & put up with it a bit longer.  She has taken the hint & shut upon the bells 
considerably__  I had a good letter from Mamma.  I will send it to you Darling after I answer it 
which will be next Sunday_  I went to the dentist today & had my wisdom tooth filled.  It was a 
very tedious operation but didn’t hurt.  He didn’t get down to the nerve.  He had been watching 
the place & didn’t let it wait till it got bad.  It took one hour.  The tooth feels loose & sore 
tonight but will be all right in a day or so I guess.  I have had lots of sneezing for the past three 



days.  I guess it is Spring fever_  I had meant darling to tell you how lovely the trees & grass & 
blossoms are but it is late & I must go to bed_  Oh Darling I hope you will not be upset by this 
letter.  It is full of love & darling I love you with all my heart_  Deepest fondest love & lots of 
kisses 

 from your Harry 
Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ 
 
Darling it is Thursday morning & just seven weeks from the close of school.  I am so glad & am 
so impatient that I can hardly wait.  Oh Darling my Darling Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  I do hope that you will not 
be hurt by this letter & am in such doubt whether I had better send it but Effie I think I will be 
right in sending it.  Oh my darling[,] I do love you with all my heart.  Now I must close & mail 
this with the deepest fondest truest love and unutterable longings for you 

from your Harry 
Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  


