
         Purdue Apl 30 [18]86____ 
My own darling darling Effie: 
                          Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ_ 

Oh Darling I have two of your dear sweet letters to answer.  Just think of that.  I wonder 
if you were tired & sick of me after the extra letter beside the regular dose you have to swallow 
every day__  Now darling I wont say that you used to speak of your letters as a dose and I made 
you stop calling your dear treasured letters by any such name and I wont call mine by that 
name for Darling I know that the letters you get[,] like those I get[,] are only a dose in the sense 
of their being sweet comforting & quieting medicine to brace up the sick patient.  They aren’t 
always this but they are generally but sometimes Darling in our blindness & ignorance we get 
hold of the wrong medicine & do lots of harm but generally it isn’t so & most of the time the 
letter is a sweet comforting messenger going to one who badly needs it.  So Darling I won’t call 
my letter doses[,] which generally means some nauseous nostrum[,] but I do hope they are like 
a good medicine most of the time__  What I started to say was  that it didn’t make me at all 
tired to write two letters on Wednesday & then one yesterday & again one tonight nor would it 
make me tired  all the time but I cant take time enough for that_  We have both been very 
constant about our letters through thick & thin & Darling you have been lovely about writing to 
me daily this year through thick & thin.  There is no doubt Darling but that your letters have 
been the greatest help to me.  This week they have been better than ever.  I was expecting 
almost nothing & see what treasures I have already__  I am very glad Darling to hear that you 
are feeling so well & standing the moving so well_  I wish it didn’t have to be done & so do you 
but if it must be done it must & what is all there is about it.  I dont like your working so late but 
then Darling I cant complain so much if you are well & you write me that you are_  Darling I 
enjoyed your letter yesterday & all you wrote about Sue.  You didn’t dwell on it too long for me 
and I was glad you wrote just as you did for I had been wondering how you were feeling at 
present.  I dont blame you a bit for the way you feel.  I consider that you are very mild about it.  
Of course Darling you know that Sue don’t dream that you know anything about that dreadful 
letter and very likely she dont think you understand the trunk affair.  I dont think she will ever 
make any apologies for she isn’t the sort to but I shall not blame you at all if you never forget 
that letter for certainly I never shall.  It was a cruel thing but I presume she didn’t realize how 
cruel it was to send to me way off here alone_  Didn’t I get lots of sympathy from [ill.] my folks 
at home but last year?  But Darling enough of this__  Your letter today tells me that you do not 
think we had better meet at Albany.  I am perfectly satisfied with that Darling.  We did have a 
good time last year but I really think that we should enjoy a more strictly private meeting this 
year than we could possibly have in that way.  I do not yet know how I shall come home.  
Possibly it will be by the Pennsylvania.  I shall see how I can do best in plenty of time & Darling 
you may depend I shall not fool away my time here_  Oh how often I think of our reunion.  I am 
so impatient for it.  It seems such a very long time since Christmas & since I left you at Grand 



Central Depot.  What a hard parting that was that night.  Thank heaven we arent going to have 
any more of those scenes to go through.  We may be separated at times for awhile but it wont 
be that way[,] a week or two perhaps or maybe more but half a year apart is too much_  I think 
so often about[,] shall I say[,] next month.  I can say that in a couple of hours for it is getting 
very near to May first & will be May first before you see this letter?  June 12th we shall be 
together[,] perhaps sooner[,] certainly by the day after.  Maybe I can get away on Thursday but 
I hardly feel like asking for that again.  Now Darling I dont need any coaxing to make me hurry 
to you.  I am too wild to see you to require any urging.  How would you like it Darling if you felt 
that I was so attached here that I had to be coaxed?  But I dont wait for your answer for I know 
perfectly well what you would say.  It would be that I was fishing__  Well I am not fishing & you 
neednt answer the question.  I dont have to fish & know that it would just about kill you if you 
felt that I had grown to be less anxious for you.  But you needn’t fear any such thing as that & I 
will prove this on or near June 10_  We have only five weeks more of school.  The years work[,] 
the best of it[,] is done.  We feel that we are getting nearer & nearer the end & that very soon 
we shall finish another school year & another class will step out into the world. 

I hope tomorrow will be a pleasant day & th in New York & that you will not have rain 
heaped upon your miseries__  And I hope that my letter will reach the new house all right and 
find & comfort my Darling_ (on Sunday morning)  But I almost know you will be naughty 
enough to read the letter on Saturday.  Oh Darling letters are but a poor substitute & yet how 
wild we both are for them.  I walked over to Lafayette this afternoon to get yours & did some 
errands & came home here & enjoyed it[,] dear sweet letter.  Oh Effie  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  my Darling__ 

Last evening I read awhile with Golden.  Then I went to the city to call on Mrs 
V[innedge]. but she was away so I left my name & went up to Huston’s room.  I found him 
fluting & intended to make him go out with me elsewhere but he was too tired[,] having been 
up the night before till 3 a.m. on the cars so I stayed there till ten oclock.  I think I told you that 
he had bought a very fine flute.  It is a lovely instrument____  I havent accomplished much 
today for somehow my time has been broken up but I hope to put in some “big licks” 
tomorrow[,] “right smart lick o’ work”  my washerwoman would say___  I had a real good letter 
from Sue yesterday in the same mail with yours.  I will send it to you in a few days when I have 
answered it.  They have been fixing up the house upon the money they have saved from their 
allowance and it must look quite scrum_  I hope that when we are there this Summer we will 
strike them in a lull of company _  I presume you didn’t have time to go to the steamer to see 
Miss Tillie & Miss Boswell sail & beside Darling unless pressed I imagine you would hardly go 
any how.  Sue wrote she hoped you would go__  Darling I have let you have full say & wanted 
you to have full say about my dress & I shall always want you to.  Now I want to ask you to have 
regard to one request I have to make.  I should have spoken of this before but Darling I didn’t 
altogether like to do so but I don’t think it can cause you much trouble or inconvenience.  You 
have certainly seen the bits in the paper about the antiplumage movement.  Darling I 



sympathize fully with the movement and I shall feel very glad if you will rule out feather 
trimming entirely in whatever trimming you propose_  I feel strongly on it Darling & while I 
while [I] wont say you mustn’t use it at all in any form I should much prefer that you wouldn’t.  
Now that is all I have to say Darling.  I won’t tell you my reasons for they are the general 
antiplumage reasons and as my wife as you are making your clothes for all as Mrs Osborn I 
should much prefer you would entirely eschew them.  As for the sealskin[,] I don’t feel that the 
sack for the ornament but for use & comfort.  If bird skins were necessary for that I should say 
nothing but ornament & use are quite different_  If you have purchased trimming already & 
cant change it I will say nothing & now that you know my wish Darling I will leave the matter 
wholly in your hands_  I don’t have the slightest fear of your going into the least extravagance 
in the matter any how.  I don’t mean of cost but having two dozen bird heads in a row around 
your head like so many indian scalps, but in consideration of the movement I want to take the 
decided anti plumage stand & this is the reason I write thus.  Now Darling Ɵ  Ɵ forgive me for 
meddling only I don’t feel that it is meddling & I don’t believe you will__  I wish I had talked 
over this at Christmas but it is too late for any talk now___  And now Darling I have meant for a 
month to write this but somehow I didn’t.  And now my Darling[,] I must leave you & yet I hate 
to leave you.  I want so to be with you[,] you dear girl.  I love you with all my heart Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ Ɵ Ɵ 
Ɵ.  It is the same old story but you aren’t tired of it are you Darling_   

I shall be so anxious for news of the move & settlement & I hope that you will keep well 
not break down with fatigue_  Now Darling Darling precious little girl[,] my love[,] with the 
fondest deepest truest love ever yours 

 I am ever your own 
             Harry 


