
         Purdue May 6th [18]86___ 
My own darling darling little girl: 
 How I do love you my own Effie_  Ɵ  Darling I am glad that I can believe you and write 
for I must say one thing about it when my feeling is so strong.  When I am with you I feel like 
saying it so often & do say it very often & when I am away I can’t shut it up_  So darling tho’ you 
do hear it often[,] I am glad you dont get tired of hearing it.  Oh you dear dear dear precious 
girl[,] if you were only here how very happy I should be.  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  I want you _ and these last 
weeks are very hard.  I am thankful that they do not way as hard as some and the thought that I 
am drawing so near to my own darling is the greatest happiness.  Oh Effie Ɵ. 
 
My darling _ 

Darling you mustn’t think from the letter I wrote last that it was a scolding for you or 
any thing of the kind.  I think you did just what had to be done under the circumstances but I 
regret such circumstances & shall be so glad when you are not in danger of them any more__  
But a move don’t come often thank fortune.  I presume I didn’t see the thing half strong enough 
either but it was plenty strong enough to scare me_  Darling I didn’t have my letter yesterday.  I 
went over to the 5:30 mail but it wasn’t there then and I gave it up_  I am afraid that the move 
has proved too much for you & that you are completely tired out.  I think you probably worked 
so hard on Monday that you couldn’t write and Darling I am glad you didn’t write for I would 
rather you would take the time for resting if that is the correct guess.  I feel that you didn’t 
write on Monday but perhaps I am wrong & the mails were delayed but things have been 
regular now so long_  Darling you may be sure I take no worry because of fears that your 
keeping out love matters from your letters is due to lack of feeling.  You have already shown me 
enough to give me a life long faith in your love and I never have doubted the love tho I have & 
do want it more so I can see it as Darling it is in you when I am with you.  But often it don’t 
show in the letters as it does in you even when you say nothing about it.  But Darling it is all 
right & you must not worry about it or feel badly at all for I fully believe you that it is unnatural 
for you to give such signs in letters. 
 I have not yet had my breakfast.  The new scheme works well I find.  I do my morning’s 
work well and do not suffer from hunger.  I consider it demonstrated that I can live on one dish 
of oatmeal & cream for breakfast but I shall not attempt to keep up that habit when I get where 
I can have something better.  I consider it little short of heroic for I hate the taste of oatmeal 
and never eat it because I like it[,] for I don’t[,] but merely as food__  To me it represents so 
much force to work on for a certain time.  I imagine I could nearly get along on no breakfast at 
all__  When I get home I won’t touch oat meal you may depend. 
 I presume Darling that by today you are beginning to get quite settled in your new 
house__  I hope so & that next Sunday will find you all done with the hard scrabble.  I need not  



remind you that this week is well along for you think of the flight as much[,] I doubt not[,] as I 
do.  Did the calendar I sent you give you any comfort or are you keeping one of the same sort 
yourself?   
 We are having a most lovely May thus far.  The temperature is perfect[,] neither hot nor 
cold[,] not the least chill & yet[,] if you dont stir about too much[,] not hot enough to cause the 
least discomfort___  The sun is bright & the sky very blue_  The trees are fast becoming heavy 
green in the forests & all the birds have arrived & hold a matin service every day which I rarely 
attend but did break in on once___  I am sliding & studying my snail.  I find it to be a great 
amount of work and shall have enough to do this summer if I dont get to the seashore at all___  
It will be work I can do with you around & I am so thankful that I can work while you are in the 
room for it gives me such comfort merely to have you in the room_  I do love you so___   

Darling I must send this short letter this time but I will promise better for tonight when I 
shall write my Sundays letter.  I enclose the letter of Sue which I promised.  It is stale but you 
will I guess like to see it__  Now I must mail this for Darling I want you to have it in the early 
mail. 
 Yours with a heart full of deepest truest love. 
        Your own 
            Harry____  


