
         Purdue May 6th [18]86_ 
My darling darling Little girl___ 
 I was wrong and you wrote after all on Monday and I never guessed at the true reason 
why your letter didn’t come on Wednesday_  I am glad though that you didn’t go out at that 
late hour to mail the letter and would rather you would adopp [adopt] the plan you suggest of 
mailing the letters the next day than to venture far away from the house late at night & alone_  
5th Avenue is almost too far for you go [sic] go & especially if you were to go with any regularity.  
I am not afraid of any real harm exactly for you are very cool & capable of taking care of 
yourself & yet I feel better suited if you dont go out after hours alone_  Oh Darling you won’t be 
without an escort much longer and it makes me so happy as I realize how the time is drawing 
nearer & nearer.  

Here I am Darling at the same place.  I think of it all the time and can hardly find a place 
for anything else in my letters. Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Darling I am sorry that I didn’t speak out at 
once on the plumage question.  I don’t know why I didn’t.  Half of the time I forgot it and the 
rest of the time I was afraid of the very thing you mentioned[,] afraid lest you would have 
gotten some & would feel you must wear it & yet would not enjoy it because you knew that I 
was down upon it.  I thought of it several times & then thought no[,] she may have some & I will 
wait & keep her from buying any more.  Then too Darling I didn’t like to oppose your choice if 
you liked it.  But finally I thought that perhaps you had bought none and if I had waited it was 
better to speak & do the best I could & repent the past than go on any farther so I did speak_  
Well Darling you say you forgive me for doing it that way and I think I deserve to be censured 
for if you had bought some of the feather stuff it would be unpleasant.  I am glad you have 
none of the trimming and think I ought to have spoken before_  But Darling I wont hesitate 
about such a matter again.  It was the first time I had gone at the things you wear with my 
criticisms (or in this instance things you dont wear) and Darling I felt some hesitation because I 
feare[d] you would have or want some of the bird skins and I determined not to say anything at 
all about it but finally I thought I had better.  If I didn’t now I felt that I never could_  I was all 
wrong Darling and here again we find that an open & frank way is always the best_  I am so glad 
& so very much relieved that you feel as I do about the matter.  I feared you would not because 
I must say that I see no force in one of the objections of the antiplumagists which is that 
feathers are a barbaric decoration & no one but a savage would went to deck in dead bird 
remains_  To me the greatest objection is the utter extinction awaiting our birds in the near 
future if the trade goes on and this argument I felt sure you wouldn’t see as I do.  So I felt that 
you might think the thing a mere whim and Darling I hated to ask you to give up the feathers if 
you felt so & just kept still as long as I could.  But you lovely girl[,] it is all right now and I am 
perfectly suited.  You may believe[,] Effie my Darling Ɵ[,] that [I] have heard the antiplumage 
talk both in this country & England through the Journals_  The Post had had a good deal in it[,] 
also Science & Nature & others.  It is no false alarm at all but a general cry of distress from all 



those who love birds.  And the present operations against the birds are utterly inhuman__  It is 
the most maddening thing to hear the declamation against vivisection & the slaughter of 
animals for scientific study go up from all quarters while the harmless & helpful as well as 
beautifuls & charming birds are slaughtered by the thousand merely to gratify the demands of 
fashion _  I don’t object to feather decoration in itself.  I cant see how feathers are more 
loathsome because they are from an animal than silk is which is spun from a far meaner 
creature & may be compared with a hardened spittle[,] certainly less pleasant to think about 
than a feather which is a beautiful thing in itself.  

I am sorry to hear that Ada is commencing house keeping under such a run of luck & 
hope she will soon have everything going finely__  Darling I think you are doing splendidly on 
the letters now.  They have been such a help & comfort to me for some time now[,] more than 
you know of Darling__  I want you yourself awfully & get awfully blue & homesick for you.  I just 
feel utterly played out & broken up.  I had a tinge of it last night Darling.  I couldn’t seem to 
stave it off.  I am foolish to let my fears get such hold on me but last night I felt sure you had 
been utterly worn out & couldn’t write.  But this morning I was alright & this afternoon I hardly 
knew whether to look for a letter or not but I looked at my mail all the same[,] hardly daring to 
expect a letter but there was one all the same & I found it so comforting, and Darling when you 
speak toward the end of its being so lovely when we are united again you find such a very 
sympathetic reader_  Oh Darling it will be indeed heavenly only five weeks and a little over 
more & we shall be in each others arms & what a happy pair of lovers we shall be.  I think Effie 
Darling we shall not be able to part at all that first night[,] if the meeting is at night & I hope it 
will be & not in the morning for in the daytime we cant be so much by ourselves_  And Darling 
two months only from tomorrow will be our wedding day.  It is lovely think of that day as fixed 
and to begin to count forward to it.  Oh Effie Love[,] we shall be so very happy & it will be so 
blessed to feel that we havent anymore of these awful partings & separations.  I often think 
what a happy happy summer this will be.  Last Summer was the happiest I ever knew but it 
wasn’t perfect but this Summer will be so full & there will be no ghost to haunt us_  We have 
thought of all this many many times & yet we do not tire of it and I know Darling you will not be 
angry because I write all this over for the nth time__  I cant seem to keep away from it. 

Dr Smart has been away now about three or four weeks.  We expect him to return home 
tomorrow or Saturday.  He has been off taking a vacation and we have had such a peaceful & 
harmonious time during this ha absence that I could wish he had been planning a longer rest.  
However we will “be glad to see him back” when he gets here.  I shall tackle him about this 
room.  I hate to take that dormitory again and I hate to have you room here or rather board 
here but I do think it is far better on several accounts.  It would be lovely for us[,] almost as 
good as a desert island[,] and we could have so much time together & be so independent.  
There are rumors that Dr Smart has engaged a lady in Lafayette to run this thing in place of Mrs. 
Stockton.  I do hope this is the case.  Miss Jones says she knows a lady who knows the lady 



whom Dr Smart engaged.  The person[,] Miss Jones says[,] is a splendid cook.  If this is so it will 
be a fine for us for I can’t bear to think of taking you from your mother[’s] table to live upon the 
horrible grub which we have had a large part of the time this winter.  Don’t tell me Darling not 
to worry about this for it will do no good.  I cant help it.  If it were nutritious & well cooked I 
shouldn’t say a word.  I don’t want you to have a rich & costly fare & variety necessarily tho I 
should like it but I don’t like the idea of breaking down your whole digestive system.  This is too 
strong of course.   If I thought that would result I shouldn’t think for a moment of your coming 
here_  But on the other hand I hate to give up accept the idea that you will be in the city all day 
and I will be here on this side of the river.  If we could be in this room it would be fine.  I think 
Dr Smart will be glad enough to let me keep this room & the dormitory but of course I do not 
feel sure at all of that.  You can’t count much on him and he may have some scheme no one 
knows any thing about.  I shall feel almost glad if he tells me thinks I can’t have the dormitory.  I 
never sought the thing.  He asked me to take it both years and I should not hanker after the 
care of those students as a matter of fun_  But the dormitory will be almost as good as three 
hundred dollars to us & that is worth thinking about___    

I shall order my suit after I get the samples back from you Darling___  I presume that 
when it is made up it will be a pretty warm Suit for Summer but I cant get anything much 
lighter.  I suffer so in warm weather & shall about melt on my wedding day.  I insist upon our 
using the grooms to fan me[,] black my boots[,] etc.  There is no use in having them if they 
arent going to earn their passage___  Are you going to have bridesmaids & if so who are to be 
the damsels__  They will be flirting with the groomsmen & cutting up high I presume___ 

It is getting well into Spring & Summer here.  A walk to or from the city sets up active 
operations in the sudoriparous glands and I don’t attempt it often_  Last Sunday I walked home 
at noon & had on my Black diagonal suit & was just about melted when I got here__  My inside 
blinds are a very great comfort & let me have a good breeze without the direct sunlight.  I am 
feeling famously now under present regime and if I can only manage to get along a few weeks 
longer I shall be O.K.  I dont want to be like the horse who wore green spectacles & learned to 
eat shavings.  Oh you darling[,] if you were only with me existence would be such a charm__  
But there is that if __  June is coming fast thank heaven__ 

Darling I hope that this Sunday will find you more comfortable than last and I do hope 
you will soon have the house all settled down & or up and be quiet and take some comfort__  
Tell me who are the boarders in the house now & what rooms you all inhabit___  Now Darling I 
must stop and go over to the mail & drop this in.  I get up so late now a days that I don’t get 
over in the morning in time unless I make a special effort[,] a very special one___  But I shall not 
have time tomorrow for a trip to the city and so want to make sure of its going in the 8 am 
mail_  Today will be another sunday and they are going__  Oh I wish I could be with you_  It is 
so hard to wait wait wait when I know we are both so very impatient and anxious to be 
together_  We shall sometimes look back at these times from a safe distance and shudder as 



we remember how much we suffered when we were so full of longing__  Thank heaven it is so 
near over.  Oh Darling I do love you so__  As I remember your dear face so full of love as I have 
so often looked into it & the way you have whispered “My darling[,] my own darling Harry[,]” it 
tells me so much that I love to know_  It is so sweet[,] so precious[,] this love you have for me.  I 
am so anxious to be again where I can see & feel it as I do with you_  Darling when you get this 
Sunday morning I shall be thinking very tender thoughts about you for I shall be either at 
church or here & if at either place I shall be thinking about you _  Darling I must stop__  Oh I do 
love you so my darling.  Let me hold you awhile in my arms & kiss you and tell you all about it 
just as I used to___   

There Darling now we must part a little while Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ with deepest truest fondest love 
from your own loving 

  Harry___ 
 
   


