
             Purdue May 7th [18]86_ 
          Ɵ 
My darling darling Effie__ 
 I have just read your dear letter (10:30 P.M.) and enjoyed such dear sweet communion 
with you through the letter.  I was glad you wrote so fully about the pleasure it had given you to 
realize the success you have had in your teaching_  I do not wonder at all Darling that you have 
given entire satisfaction and the more the more [sic] the parents have understood your work.  
It is a great pleasure to me too Darling and I am proud of your success & know how well you 
have deserved it.  I know how thoroughly & conscientiously you do everything you go about & 
know that you would make a most excellent teacher for that alone if you had not attainments 
beyond the most ordinary but you have by no means ordinary attainments in music_  I see lots 
of girls who play and some I have seen who play very tolerably well but you are altogether 
different from almost every player I ever watched and it is delicious to hear your playing 
because there is behind the execution a some thing which puts life into the music and it isn’t 
mere playing but genuine music_  You play with the understanding as well as the fingers_  I 
have said all this to you before Darling but I mean it just the same every time.  And I think those 
who have employed you realize this thing too and it is a part of your success_  You have earned 
every bit of praise Darling and if anyone begrudged it it would only show them off to 
disadvantage & not steal from your credit at all.  You have taken so much pains that you have 
fairly won all the credit you have received.  I am very happy in it too & glad you told me all 
about it & wish I had been with you so that you could tell me orally and we should have 
enjoyed it together all the more.  I am very proud of your music.  It has always drawn me to you 
in a strong way.  I have always fairly drunk it in and I cant tell you how many times I have 
enjoyed it or how much_  It is a pleasure only to hear you strike a note.  Now Darling I am not 
running wild or imagining you a wonder tho’ you are that as compared with ordinary girls but I 
don’t mean that I consider you great phenomenon.  I realize what you do [ill.] your [ill.] & don’t 
think you are perfect (tho I do think you are pretty near it as far as you go) but I am writing in 
candid sober earnest just as I have talked to you.  Do you remember I talked to you one day 
when we were playing duos on the piano in your basement[?]  I said & felt much the same 
then.  I am very glad that you have now so much praise & so many good wishes.  Darling there 
is one thing I think I should do if I were you.  I don’t know for sure but I think I would do it but 
do as you please about it__  If Mrs Raymond knows enough about Annie Carey’s work under 
you to speak a good word for you and would give you a letter or permit you to refer to her it 
might be very helpful to you sometime. And perhaps the same of Gertrude Paine so[,] I think 
though it sounds very mercenary and especially in me and in this connection[,] I think I would if 
I were you consider the thing & speak to Mrs Carey about it.  Do just as you see fit about it 
Darling.  I do not fear Effie and I know you will not think it mean or sordid in me to suggest it__ 
but a letter from Annie Louise Carey would be valuable for you if you wanted pupils and the 



more especially as you haven’t come from any recognized conservatory_  I don’t know that it 
would ever be needed any how but it would do no harm perhaps.  Now do just exactly as you 
think best about the matter and don’t think that it is a little small in me to suggest such a thing.  
    Oh Darling how I can sympathize with the last part of your letter.  I think of you all the 
time and long so for your dear presence.  You are such a treasure[,] you dear dear girl[,] & I am 
so thankful that I ever won your love.  I don’t see how you could love me as you do but I am so 
glad it is so & that I am to have such a dear close friend & ten hundred times more than the 
closest friend could ever be in My Effie.  I am so glad it grew out of such a dear sweet friendship 
as ours was[,] a friendship which grew and grew until it has become this wonderfully dear & 
tender passion.  I love to think of your growing to like me better & better & then need me & 
want me & finally to love me as you have now so long_  And then to think of my side as you 
grew dearer & dearer till finally I felt that I couldn’t go away without knowing for sure the fate I 
dreaded so__  How very very little I dreamed that day in September when I was seeing the 
minutes go that you were as wild as I was to have the veil torn down and perfect confidence 
established between us_  It came out all right but it was a hard trial.  There was only one way to 
know and I was so sure that I never tried that way until I was simply desperate and ready to 
give you up___  As I left the house I felt as if t I was doing that and the thought was almost too 
much for me_  Well It has been all right now a long time Darling and you have let me see what I 
couldn’t see before tho once I thought I did and the look I then thought I saw I have seen so 
often since.  I wish I could do something & feel that you were as proud of it as I am of your 
music.  It does seem to me that I am a poor sort of fellow and that you are too good for me.  I 
often feel that I have tried more than I can do but I have tried it honestly and am doing my very 
best according to my powers_  I am not writing this in a blue mood at all Darling for I dont feel 
so a bit[,] not a bit.  I am doing my best and I do believe in and trust my future and yet when I 
look at some of the grand stars of the first magnitude I know I am not born to shine with their 
lustre and never shall shine like them.  But Darling tho I can’t see why you should love me so[,] I 
know you do & that you see something or things in me which have drawn you closer & closer_  I 
don’t worry about it or any thing of that sort.  I only sometimes wonder_  There are things 
enough about you without the music to make me love you and that is only so much added_  But 
Darling I must not write all my time away on this fertile theme.  I think about it very often & I 
see you before me very often and realize often very vividly all that I have felt & enjoyed with 
you.  I have no misgivings about our future whether or no it will be happy.  If I had I should be 
another skeptic & not believe in mysels [myself] even.  We love each other with all our hearts & 
that tells it all_  Tonight is two months from our wedding date and we are both full of hope & 
courage.  It is a very sacred step & very solemn step we are taking or are about to take.  Our 
friendship hitherto has been nothing at all compared with the intimate relation we shall sustain 
to each other when we become man & wife.  Can I feel enough confidence in myself to be sure 
that I shall not disappoint you after it is too late for us to break.  A friendship may be dropped 



at any time if we desire without harm done but this is a very different affair_  Can I feel that you 
know me well enough to understand what you are accepting when you agree to love and 
cherish “obey him and serve him[,] love[,] honor and keep him in sickness and in health and 
forsaking all others keep thee only unto him as long as you both shall live”?  That is a strong 
promise and made under the most solemn circumstances and it can never be taken be taken 
back when it has once been made_  Can I feel that there is in me enough to make it possible for 
you to keep that promise always and always find your highest joy in doing all those things, or 
will there come sometime a day when you will feel that you have been deceived[,] not 
intentionally[,] but deceived & that I am not the hero you worshipped but a false image and 
then you feel that the promise is a yoke & a gall?  Darling we must both think these thoughts 
many many times before we make those promises and we have neither of us gotten thus far 
without thinking them many times.  Then I have these thoughts[,] am I sure that I know you[?]  
Shall I always be patient if you should sometime be cross or shall I become impatient & petulant 
& hurt your tender heart[?]  I am impetuous.  Can I always have the grace to be gentle & careful 
& thoughtful[,] hundreds of times more careful than with an ordinary friend[,] “love[,] comfort 
and honor her in sickness & in health.”  Then there is the question[,] will she be always dear to 
me so that forsaking all others I shall keep only unto her[?]  Darling all these & many more 
questions come to me over and over.  Some of them I have thought of hundreds of times but 
Darling with the same answer every time.  Oh Effie you know very well what that answer has 
always been and how clear my conviction is and how honestly I can promise always to love[,] 
comfort & honor_  In two months from this time this promise will have been made and we shall 
begin a new life and we have no misgivings in making that promise.  We both alike feel that we 
can without hesitation take that step_  It is wonderful wonderful this tender love we have 
which at the same time is so strong & holds us so__  As I think it over my greatest misgiving 
always is the pain you would suffer if you ever found me less than your ideal.  It seems to me I 
couldn’t stand it to find out sometime that with no intention to do so I had deceived you & won 
a love that was not justified or could not last because I wasn’t the genuine thing.  But Darling 
this never becomes a misgiving for I know you are old enough & sound enough & have known 
me well enough & long enough to understand my faults & limitations and that you find me 
sufficient and will never find me less.  But the review of all these thoughts and many more 
always brings me back to the same place and I find comfort in the fresh assurance that the step 
we took upon the 8th September [18]84 was a step we shall never either of us want to retrace.  
And then Darling comes the divine thought of a life of mutual love & confidence together and it 
is full of the supremest joy as I think of what it will be to be always with you whom I love so 
fondly & in whom I find such joyous response___  So Darling as I look ahead again once more to 
the promise we shall make[,] I feel no hesitation at all but am willing to trust the future  & do 
my best & know that we shall be happy whatever we have to face_  Now Darling I have written 
more than I had intended about this but the letter will do us both good tho we do not need it to 



make us anymore certain.  Still it is as well to look calmly at the step we are about to take.  And 
I know that you will not think I am bringing up needless doubts or any thing like that because I 
have written in this way.  Every time I think these thoughts I feel the more convinced that my 
present intense passion is not a mere spasm which is to pass away by[e] & bye & leave us both 
desolate but that it is the feeling of a heart toward another[,] its natural mate[,] warmed by the 
knowledge of mutual passion into a glow which is the true fire & not to go out ever.  I know 
Darling that [I] love you and find enough in you to assure me that you will never prove too small 
for me__  If I ever have the slightest misgiving it is at times that I am not good enough for 
you____  Oh Darling we are both sure and we both have no misgiving & we both wonder that 
we have called out such love_  I do pray that grace will be given us both to always be full of 
tenderness & forethought and to so study each others least wish that we shall never ever 
unconsciously cause suffering & more that we shall so learn each other that we can minister in 
just the right way and so I understand the promise serve and wish it were in my oath as in 
yours__  And now my own Darling[,] I love with my whole soul and my whole mind too.  I know 
just what I am about.  I am not blind & see your failings but have plenty of love to over look 
them & I am perfectly certain that I am taking the right step_ 
 I must stop & go to bed.  It is after twelve.  I meant to have stopped before and perhaps 
I had better but Darling I think not.  Now good night Effie[,] my own Effie[,] so dear dear dear to 
me as you are[,] my dear precious darling girl[,] goodnight and may God bless us both and grant  
to help us to a prosperous life but more especially give us both the deepest[,] carefullest[,] 
most thoughtful & anxious watchfulness over this love he has given us that we both through all 
our lives shall be better & make each other so very much better for the union we shall form [in] 
two months.  It is a solemn step darling.  I do pray Him that we may in all thoughtfulness look at 
every side & be very sure & then receive his blessing on this our choice____ 
 Good night Darling[,] my Darling[,] my darling Ɵ  my darling Ɵ.  Oh my own Darling[,] my 
darling Effie.  Good night Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ 
 with the truest love 
    Your Harry 


