
         No. 51 West 37th St. 
         N.Y. May 13th 1886. 
My own darling darling Harry, 

Darling I am afraid the first part of the letter I wrote today will make you blue.  I had 
intended not to worry you with the trouble, but then I felt that I must let you know the 
condition of things here, so that you would understand it, and make allowance if my letters are 
shorter.  You couldn’t understand it unless I told you about things, and so I tho’t I ought to tell 
you.  Mamma seems in a much better & happ mood tonight, and I dont think she is going to be 
made unhappy by this letter, and I feel really quite encouraged tonight, and have reason to 
hope that her attack is over, & that I am not going to have any more fuss.  Darling I could not 
blame her one bit for any thing she said or did, but it made me very unhappy to have her feel 
so, and yet I knew you’d be unhappy if I didn’t write to you, and I was wild because I wanted to 
please you both, and I felt sure that I wasn’t going to be able to please either of you.  I hope 
mamma is all right again, but I have got to be very careful, for I dont want to make her feel 
badly during the short time there is left, for she feels blue enough over it, and we have simply 
got to consider her feelings now, even if it costs us a sacrifice, and so I am going to make my 
letters next week much shorter than usual.  I will have to be out a good deal, and I must give a 
large part of my evenings to mamma, because I will go to Madison soon, and after I come back 
mamma feels that every thing we all will be so excited & busy that we wont have much good of 
each other, but I think that we will have a nice time after I come home.  She dont feel so, & I 
have got to try and make her happy now.  Darling dont think it is because I dont want to write, 
or because I dont feel any appreciation of your needs, or anything like that, for I do want to 
write.  I do feel understand how you feel, but I really think, as mamma was willing to make a 
sacrifice for us, that we both ought to understand her feelings just now, & her struggle, and we 
ought to make a sacrifice for her.  You mustn’t feel badly about it, for it is not because she does 
not love you, or because she dont approve of the match, but simply because she cant help 
feeling that she is going to lose me, or that is, she feels that we are going so far away from her, 
and that is what makes her so unhappy.  If we were going to be near her I dont think there 
would be any of this feeling, but as it is, she thinks that as you are to have me always, and she 
has so little time left, that she ought to have every minute she can get.  Under the 
circumstances she dont feel that it is selfishness.  She thinks it is only fair & right, and darling I 
do really feel that I must humor her now.  I am sure if you understand it you will feel as I do, but 
if you dont understand it you will blame her, and I dont want you to do that.  I dont know 
whether I have made you understand it or not, but I hope you will understand mamma’s 
feelings and make all allowances for her, and that you’ll forgive me if my letters are not as long 
as usual.  Darling Sue’s letters this A.M. was very nice.  I wondered why she asked you to give 
me a message.  I tho’t it seemed rather odd to send a message from Madison to N.Y. by way of 
Indiana.  I guess they had all forgotten our new address, tho’ they did know it before we 



moved, but Sue said she hadn’t been able to write because they didn’t know the new address, 
so I suppose they had forgotten it.  I am very glad that I wrote to her on Sunday.  I told Sue I 
woudl would not attempt to write about the move, except to say that it was a frightful 
experience, and I couldn’t possibly do the subject justice by letter, but that perhaps I could give 
them some idea of it when I saw them, that if their hair didn’t stand on end by the time I had 
told them all about our move, tho and they wanted more of the same kind I’d tell them about 
Ada.  That is what Sue speaks of in her letter.  I tell you this because I am going to send you the 
letter with this one, and I wanted to explain a little.  Darling I think that this (excuse me) the 
Amherst plan will do you quite as a good deal of good if they want you, for even if you dont 
accept, it will make you worth more in the eyes of others and I do hope that you will have the 
place offered you.  Of course we would both be very glad to be situated so much nearer home, 
and if they offer $1600. we would jump at the chance, unless in the meantime the bill 
appropriating $15000. to Purdue, should pass the Senate, and Dr. Smart should offer your you 
$1600. to keep your place at Purdue.  Then darling you would of course feel that $1600. at 
Purdue was better than $1600. at Amherst.  If you could get $1600. at Purdue & the room you 
have now, & the $75. extra, & I could get some pupils we would have quite a nice little pile laid 
up by next year.  I do hope that some good, and an increased salary will be the result of this, 
but if it ends in our being at Purdue on $1000. salary I wont be unhappy by any means.  I did 
not see Mrs. Cary in Orange yesterday.  I met her coming off the Christopher St[reet]. boat, on 
her way home, when I was coming going on the boat on my way to N.Y.  We stopped and talked 
a few minutes but of course it was no place for me to speak of wanting letters of 
recommendation, but if I see her tomorrow I am going to brace up and ask her.  I am also going 
to ask Mrs. Paine for a letter.  I am not sure whether I’ll ask Mrs. Adams or not, but I may do so 
if I see her, for as long as I am going to have them, I suppose the more I have the better it will 
be, and I guess I’ll ask her to give me one.  I’m also going to ask Dr. Gano, for they have always 
seemed so pleased with Jennie’s progress, when she took of me, that they have never lost an 
opportunity to speak a good word for me, and you know it was thro’ them that I got the Shaws, 
Le Bruns, & Mrs. Drake.  (I came near getting three others thro’ them and it wasn’t their fault 
that I didn’t get the Widmeyers.  The McD[onald]s came thro’ the Shaws and you see I can trace 
all these back to the Ganos, and I can thank Mrs. Cary for the Ganos.)  So I guess Dr. Gano will 
be willing to write me a nice letter.  I have sent him a lot of patients so I think that he has made 
something too.  I have sent him Mrs. Ellis and Ada, (who both say they will never have any one 
else as long as they can have Dr. G[ano]. so he will have a steady thing with them).  Then I sent 
the Powelsons (who had something like $100.worth of work done[)], then Mr. Artz, and 
Maggie, so I guess he feels that I have done something nice for him, and I wont feel the least 
hesitation about asking him for a letter.  Darling it is getting very late and I must not write much 
more.  I am thinking constantly of our meeting next month.  We will be so happy a month from 
now, in less than a month, for if you dont come till the 13th you’ll get here in the A.M. and so 



even with the calculation on the latest date, we will have less than a month to wait, not very 
much less, but every thing counts, and it is a comfort to feel that it is less, even if it is very little 
less, and darling I think of our happy times this summer, and also next winter, for tho’ I am to 
be so far away from home and friends, I know that in spite of all this I’ll be happier than I have 
been this winter, tho’ I have had all these things I love; but only one thing was lacking, & that 
one thing was more important than all the rest put together, and without this one person I 
could not be happy or contented, and I know I will be happier next winter than I have been this, 
because Harry you’ll make up for it all I have.  I dont mean to say that I wont care for those at 
home, for I will love them just the same, & long for them, but it will be nothing compared to 
what I have suffered last winter & this, & I expect to be so very happy.  If we were only going to 
be away from home for next year, & after that we were sure of coming East to live, I would be 
glad that we were to have one year off by ourselves and would rather go to Purdue than not, 
but of course as things are now I would be glad if we could be nearer home.  Now my own 
darling[,] I must say good night.  With Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  & more than I can measure. 

    Ever your 
        Effie. 

 
  
 


