
         No. 51 West 37th St. 
         N.Y.  May 17th 1886. 
My darling darling Harry 
 I rec’d your dear dear letter this morning, and darling I did understand it, every single 
word of it, and enjoyed it all.  I understand just what you mean about the wedding, and you 
would rather have the kind of a wedding that I had intended to have, but I find there are many 
reasons for changing our first plans, and I want to talk to you about these things after you get 
home.  Our wedding is not going to be anything at all like the wedding we both had planned in 
our own minds.  We had both planned very much the same thing, and had no idea of such a 
wedding as we are going to have.  It isn’t just what I should choose if I considered only 
ourselves, but there seem to be so many others to be considered, and tho’ it is our wedding, & 
concerns us more, far more than it does anyone else we cant do things just as we had planned, 
and just to suit ourselves.  I have found that it will be best for us to give up our first ideas, and 
as long as I will be able to pay for every thing myself, I am willing to do, what I wouldn’t do if 
mamma had to bear the expense.  Now darling dont imagine I am dissatisfied over the change, 
for I’m not.  I think it will be very nice, and I am very well satisfied, even if it isn’t just the kind of 
a wedding I had in mind.  I think it will always be a satisfaction to us both, and I dont think we 
will never [sic] regret it.  One thing remains unchanged, and that is, the supper.  We will have it 
very plain, & get it up ourselves, & the only thing that will make a difference in the supper, is 
that we will have to provide more f of each thing, as we will have a larger number of guests, but 
we will not have any more variety.  Cha[rle]s has promised to come, and he will be equal to half 
a dozen at such a time, and he will bring a man with him, and I guess that every thing will go off 
beautifully.  I hope so, & I see no reason why it shouldn’t.  Darling I am so glad you sent the list.  
I tho’t from the what you said in the letter I rec’d Sat[urday]. that you would not send it until 
you rec’d an answer to that letter, and I was quite excited, for I didn’t know how I could get the 
list in shape before going to Madison, besides I thought if I could possibly find out what hour 
we could have it, I ought to order the invitations before going to M[adison]. for I am afraid that 
it wouldn’t allow enough time if I waited till after I came home.  Perhaps they wouldn’t take 
such a long time there at the place on Maiden Lane as they do up town, but I must find out 
about that.  I dont think we’ll have to order the announcement cards till after you come home.  
The Dr. is so awfully nice and obliging, and I guess he will be very pleasant about doing all he 
can about letting us have the room, and I am going to find out some thing tomorrow if I 
possibly can.  Darling I cant tell you how glad I was to see your list this A.M.  It helps me 
wonderfully, & gives me some thing to work on, & is just what I wanted.  If you want to make 
any changes after you come home there will be time to do it.  I will see what your mother says, 
and if she isn’t satisfied, I will I will try to fix it all right, and darling if you think of any others you 
want to have, let me know, for you haven’t your share.  I supposed you would want more, and 
if you have left out anyone, you must let me know.  You left out Julia Dennis on the 



announcement list, & I know you didn’t mean to do that, & I’ll put her name down, and darling 
as there are so few that you care to have come, you can have room for the Van Sants.  I tho’t 
that you didn’t seem very devoted to them, except to Will of course, and tho’t if you had them, 
they might crowd out some one you’d rather have, but as it is, you could  have all those you 
have down, and add the Van Sants, but if you have been honest, & put them down just where 
your own feelings dictated, then I think we had better leave them out, unless I find that there is 
some feeling at Madison, & then, you know I said I would avoid any trouble.  I think you have 
arranged it very nicely, and I think perhaps the In had better all go in on the invitation list.  I put 
the Strongs & Ferrys in with the I list.  Darling it helps me to feel that the preparations are 
beginning, for it makes it seem as tho’ we are getting pretty near the happy meeting, and then 
the happy day that will put an end to these horrible separations.  Darling there is so much more 
I want to say, but I wont be able to.  I feel sorry to have to cut my letters short this week but am 
glad that you understand it, & that you feel willing to have me do it.   

Oh!  Oh!  Oh!  Oh! Darling I wish you could see a wedding present I have just rec’d.  I 
was interrupted by Jule who came to the door and said “Effie come right downstairs and sees 
the beautiful wedding present Maggie has bought you.”  I went down, and what do you 
suppose I found?  3 y[ar]ds of the most magnificent Duchess lace I ever saw.  I really think it is 
the finest piece of Duchess lace I ever saw.  She said she had been wondering what under the 
sun to get, and had been trying to find out what I wanted, and couldn’t get a thing out of me, 
but when she saw that white sart satin, she made up her mind to get some duchess lace to trim 
the waist.  Wasn’t it an elegant present?  Darling there is only one trouble about it, and that is 
that it isn’t a thing that I can share with you, and I hope my other presents wont be individual 
presents, for I want you to have a share in them all, but I know that tho’ this lace isn’t a thing 
that you can use, you will enjoy looking at it, & you’ll have a better chance to do that than I will, 
for when I am wearing it, I wont be able to see it near as well as you will, so really you will get a 
good deal of pleasure out of it, perhaps as much as you would out of some ornament that we 
could use together.  You’ll admire the lace as a work of art, and can enjoy it as you would an 
ornament, only instead of its being on the table, or mantel, or a cabinet, it will be on me, and 
when you want me to look very nice I will always be able to fall back on the lace for ornament.  
You can own it as an ornament, and have your share in it, tho’ you wont be able to wear it.  
What do you think of this magnificent gift?  Magnificent isn’t too strong a word, for it is really 
magnificent.  Darling now I must really stop.  With so much more love than I can possibly 
measure, the strongest deepest truest love from 

Your own 
Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ   Effie. 
 
Darling I guess we wont need more than two ushers, but if you have written to Mr. Dewey, 
you’ll have to scare up another if he accepts.  I tho’t we would need four, but I dont believe it 



will be necessary to have more than two, but it would be very nice to have four, & I shant feel 
badly if we have four, but if Mr. Dewey declines, then let us get along w with two.  Darling dont 
say any thing about the lace in your home letters.  I want to spring it on them, & I know they’ll 
be awfully tickled over my wedding dress.  Now darling goodbye again, love love love Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ    
E. 


