
         No. 51 West 46th St. 
         N.Y. May 19th 1886. 
My darling darling Harry, 

I have a little time before I leave for O[range]. & guess I’ll commence my letter now.  
Darling I rec’d your dear letter this A.M. on time and I enjoyed it so much.  I was sorry you had 
such a headache on Sunday, but glad that it didn’t last very long, & hope that your work on 
Monday didn’t bring it back again.  I enjoyed the letter in spite of the fact that it was written on 
Monday instead of Sunday.  Darling today will finish my work in Orange.  I am of course more 
glad than sorry, but I really feel very badly to give up my pet pupils, and the lesson today will be 
the last one, and I cant hep help feeling sorry.  I have had them from the start, and I am so very 
fond of Annie & Gertrude, and take so much pride in therm.  There is so much pleasure and 
satisfaction in teaching such pupils, & I enjoy it very very much, and am very happy during the 
two hours I spend with them.  Mabel Adams is very bright, & a good pupil, but isn’t as 
agreeable a child.  She has a peculiar disposition, the kind that I haven’t any patience with, a 
stubborn, pouting, sullen disposition.  I get along with her all right, but I haven’t any love for 
her, tho’ she is really a bright & very promising pupil, but Annie & Gertrude _____ well I cant 
tell you anything at all about my feelings toward them.  I love them so very very much for 
themselves, for aside from their good qualities as pupils they have so many charms, & I am 
simply cracked over them.  It seems to be a mutual admiration society for they seem to feel the 
same about me, and feel dreadfully because I am not going to give them lessons anymore.  I 
guess you’ll understand my feelings about A[nnie]. & G[ertrude]. and will know just what I 
mean about when I say I’ll be sorry to lose them.  You know very well that I dont mean that I 
regret anything, and would like to change things, & go on teaching.  No indeed I dont want to 
change things.  I am glad that I have only three more days teaching to do, for with so much else 
to do, teaching is almost too much for me, and I am feeling pretty tired, and in spite of giving up 
my two lovely pupils I am glad that this is the last week.  Darling I am so glad that you can 
understand mamma’s feelings, and that you agree with me about our duty at present, and I 
appreciate it very very much.  She seems to be all right again, and so far my letters haven’t 
been very short, but this will have to be short, & I think the one I send tomorrow will be short 
too, & even for Sunday you must not expect much, not as much as usual.  You know I will do all 
I can, but you mustn’t count on anything but short letters. 
Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ   

 
        Wed[nesday]. Eve[ning]. 

My darling I had to rush away in the most unceremonious way this A.M. for I suddenly found it 
was late, & I had to drop my letter & run.  Well I have finished my Orange work & didn’t get 
home till nearly eight o’clock.  I had quite an affecting time there, and I tell you I got very must 
much worked up.  I was just choked almost, and darling nothing could have been lovelier than 



the feeling shown toward me, and they all wished us so much happiness.  I came away laden 
down with good wishes, flowers, etc. etc.  I had hard work to control my self for I was just full 
and was afraid I would break down.  I was very very happy, & yet I did feel awfully to give the 
last lessons to A[nnie]. & G[ertrude]. but then I was so gratified by the way every one acted.  I 
will tell you about it but wont be able to write it.  Darling I am to have letters from the Carys & 
Paines & Adams.  They are very willing to give them, but darling I really didn’t have enough 
cheek to request one from Mrs. Raymond, and perhaps I was foolish, but I couldn’t seem to do 
it, tho’ I had determined that I would get up enough cheek to ask, but I simply could not do it 
when it came to the point.  I know I’ll regret it, & I knew it at the time, and yet I couldn’t.  I 
believe that I might have been successful.  I think I would have been, but goodness I cant seem 
to do those things.  I think I’m a fool, and I wish I wasn’t so silly, but I cant help it.  I shrink from 
any such thing, and can never get up the courage to do certain things that are considered all 
right.  Darling I must stop now & go and mail this.  Oh darling I do want you so, and will be so 
happy when our meeting comes.  Darling I guess we will have to have the wedding at 5 P.M. 
July 7th.  I am sorry that we cant manage it early on acc’t of the boat, but I guess we’ll have to 
take the New Haven boat at 11 P.M.  I dont believe we can have the wedding before five, & 
certainly not long enough before to take the boat at 5.   

 Darling I think your idea about the tie is very nice, & I will make you a tie if there is 
enough stuff, but I dont know how that will be.  You know it has to be on the bias & it would 
take off a good deal for the tie, unless we happen to cut some part of the dress on the bias, but 
& then I could easily do it, but if we dont, it would take of[f] ¾ of a y[ar]d or perhaps a y[ar]d. to 
make your tie, & of course I dont know whether there will be all that to spare.  I doubt it, for I 
didn’t want any left over, & made close calculations and never tho’t about a tie.  I will arrange it 
if I can, but am afraid it is doubtful, but I think it would be very nice, & I’d like to do it.  Now my 
own darling boy[,] I have got to say goodnight.  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ 

  With deepest love, more than I can measure Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  
      from your  
          Effie. 


