
         Madison N.J. 
         May 24th 1886. 
My own darling Harry, 
 My letters are bound to be irregular this week, so you must try and prepare yourself.  
This is the first chance I have had for writing since the letter I sent wrote yesterday.  I couldn’t 
write on Sat[urday]. so you have had no letter today, and the letter I wrote yesterday couldn’t 
go till today and you cant get it till Wednesday, and I know you will feel that it is pretty tough to 
go from Sunday till Wed[nesday]. without any letters.  It is tough, but it couldn’t be helped, & I 
am sure that you will believe that it wasn’t my fault.  You surely know that I would have done 
more if it had been possible, and you must make allowance, and take the will for the deed.  I 
dont know how I am going to manage about my letters while I am here.  Of course I cant mail 
them with any regularity, for I have to it depends on when they go to Madison, and I cant help 
it if the letters are irregular.  I will do my best, and you must try and be satisfied.  It is going to 
be almost impossible for me to write during the day.  I wont be able to, and at night I think it 
will look queer if I go off for a long time.  Of course I will be able to write some every night, but 
you know darling I have got to be careful, and as everything is pleasant I must try and keep it 
so.  It ought not to look queer, or to make any feeling, but you know ple people cant seem to 
understand our case at all, or have any sympathy for us, and so I feel that I must be very careful 
during these two weeks, for I know you’d rather suffer some than to have anything change the 
present feeling, & I know you are anxious to have me very very careful, and will want to have 
me do what I find to be best.   

I supposed every thing was to be very quiet during these two weeks and I must say I am 
some what disappointed at finding that it isn’t to be at all quiet.  Miss Adamson is here visiting, 
and tomorrow night several gentlemen are coming to tea, and on Thurs[day]. there is to be 
company to spend the afternoon, & take tea, & probably spend the evening, and on Sat[urday]. 
your Aunt Mag & Jule & John are expected to spend Sunday & Decoration Day.  So you see it is 
going to be hard for me to write at night, for I know they wont like it if I go off at night.  Of 
course it is all right, and I’m not complaining at all, and would have no right to, but you will 
understand my feeling disappointed because things are not going to be more quiet.  My work 
will go on just the same, but I am afraid that I’ll find it very hard to write my letters.  Darling I 
rec’d your two letters this A.M. or at least I should have rec’d them then.  I suppose that they 
came in the A.M. mail, but I didn’t get them till just about dinner time, and couldn’t read them 
till after dinner.  Darling there is no stamp on them to tell what time they were rec’d in 
Madison, but so my information about the mails wont give you a much better idea than you 
already have.  One letter was postmarked May 20th 7 P.M. and the other May 22nd 2 P.M. and I 
got them both at the same time, but I cant tell when they arrived at Madison.  Your mother 
went to Newark today to do some shopping.  She will not return till Wed[nesday].  I dont 
suppose she was able to do anything today, for just after she left, it began raining, and has been 



pouring part of the time, tho’ it sp stopped awhile before tea, and cleared off beautifully.  I 
guess your mother went to your Aunt Mag’s and spent the whole day there, & didn’t go to 
Newark at all.  We have made quite a start on my work, and have two dresses started.  The 
wedding dress hasn’t been touched, for Miss B[urch]. wants to get used to fitting me before she 
trys [sic] to fit that, but I guess we’ll get at the wedding dress the last of the week, for I want to 
have every stitch of that finished before I leave.  If we cant finish every thing on the others, I 
can finish them up after I go home, but I want the white satin to be finished here, and all the 
particular parts of the others done.  Darling I dont think you’d better ask Barnes anything about 
a boarding place, at least not until we have had a chance to talk things over.  We wouldn’t care 
to be at the same house with them, and he probably dont know about any other, and as he is 
such a pig I wouldn’t ask him to find out, but we can tell better when we can talk it over.   

Harry the folks here seem to think it would be very nice to have Mr. Dotterer to marry 
us, and if you want him I’ll be satisfied.  Of course I dont know him, and cant tell how I’d feel 
about it if I did know him, but I think it would be nicer for you to have a friend marry us, than 
for us to have a minister who isn’t the least bit interested in us, & dont care whether we are 
happy or not, or whether we live or die, or anything else, & tho’ I have never seen Mr. 
D[otterer]. I should prefer him to Dr. Robinson or Dr. Van Dyke.  I think Mamma wouldn’t want 
Dr. R[obinson]. anyhow, for she dont think much of him, except that she thinks he preaches 
well, but she dont like him at all.  She will go to Dr. Van Dyke’s church after this, as it is so very 
convenient, & she likes him very much, and I sp suppose if you dont get one of your friends we 
would have Dr. Van D[yke]. and I must say I dont like the idea of having a stranger.  Mr. 
D[otterer]. is a great friend of your’s & he wants to do it, and I think it would be much nicer to 
have him.   

Darling you will have a hard time reading this, for I got two sheets at once, & some how 
or other got all mixed up, but I hope you can find the right places, and fit them together.  Now 
my own darling[,] I must stop, for I am dreadfully tired.  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ 

With deepest truest love, more than I can measure.  Ever your Effie 
 
P.S.   
You ought to hear Sue play the last Polanaise.  She beats me all hollow.  I guess I wont dare play 
it anymore till I have had a chance to practise.  I am awfully out, have not been able to play or 
touch the piano for weeks.   Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ    E. 

 


