
         Madison N.J. 
         May 27th 1886. 
My own darling Harry, 
 I will only have time to write a note.  I meant to write last night, but was too tired, and 
put it off till today, but we have so much work on hand that I cant stay away very long, and 
besides, as they are going to Madison in a few minutes I will would not be able to write much 
anyhow.  I hope I can write a letter tonight, for your Sunday’s letter.  We are having a cold 
wave, and we are about frozen, and we have to keep lamps going in Mag’s room to make it 
warm enough.  The dining room is comfortable, but I cant write there, and I actually am afraid 
to sit up here very long.  If it hadn’t been for that I could have written early last the evening, but 
I tho’t it wouldn’t do, for I have a cold already, so I waited till I could have a quiet place down 
stairs, and by the time I got it, I was so sleepy I couldn’t stay awake.  We all go around wrapped 
in blanket shawls, and then shiver.  Isn’t it strange weather for this season?  The wind is 
blowing hard all the time.  It is hard to realize that June is nearly here, but in spite of the terribly 
cold weather I do realize it and am so thankful.  Darling if Huston will see to things for you I do 
wish you’d let him, and not delay your coming, for there is no telling any thing about those old 
Faculty Meetings, and I dont see why you must stay.  I am not at all satisfied or reconciled 
about it.  I need you awfully, for there is so much to be done, and aside from wanting you just 
the first possible moment, I feel that I need you.  The meeting doesn’t concern your interests.  
It is settled that you are to go back to Purdue if you want to, and the am’t of your salary is fixed, 
and all that would remain the same, whether you leave or stay after school closes.  You cant 
gain anything by staying, and I am very sure duty dont require it, for I am very sure you have 
already done more than your duty, and I dont think there is any sense in your staying after 
Friday.  [The following underlining is in a much darker ink than the words themselves and may 
have been done by Harry, rather than Effie.  There is a line drawn along the left edge of the 
section in the same ink to highlight it further.]  If you want to stay, that is different, but it is all 
nonsense to feel that you must stay.  I dont feel it, & cant feel it, and never will feel it, and wont 
be at all reconciled to it.  I told you that I wanted you to do your duty, and so I do.  I would not 
feel that it was right for you to leave f before commencement, and perhaps (?) your duty 
requires you to stay there till Friday, and I gave Purdue the benefit of the doubt, and was willing 
to have you wait there till the day after commencement, but tho’ I dont see how you could be 
required to stay that long, and I dont believe it is really a duty, yet I am willing to have it so, but 
the other thing I know is not duty, and if they want you to attend Faculty Meetings they must 
have them during the school year, & not during vacation.  If they dont have them then, I dont 
think they have any right to require you to stay.  To be sure they hire you at so much a year, but 
you are supposed to work for them during the school year only.  The students pay so much a 
year, but they can only have the school year, and cant require the Faculty to go on teaching 
them after the school year closes, no matter how much they some of them might like it, and 



when they engage you to teach, you are engaged for the school year.  I would not kick so if they 
were paying you well, but when they pay you $1200. for during two men’s work, and pay 
another man $1200. who doesn’t do a thing for them, & then offer you less for next year than 
you were  led to expect they would, then I say there is no sense in my having to wait any extra 
time, & I’m not satisfied to do it, as long as it concerns their business, & we have nothing to 
gain by it.  You’ve done enough without that.  I can get along when it is absolutely necessary, 
but when it isn’t I am not willing to go ahead and do every thing alone, for there is enough to 
plan and do to keep us both busy, and we cant afford to waste time, for no one knows how 
many days, for that work at Purdue.  Now darling I must stop.  With love beyond measure from 
your 

        Effie. 
 
P.S. 
Have you ordered you[r] suit yet.  You haven’t said a word about it, and I should think you 
ought to do it at once, if you have not done it before this reaches you. 

Goodbye again.  
Ɵ   Ɵ  your own Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ Effie 
 
[The following was written upside down at the bottom of the last sheet.] 
 
         Madison N.J. 
         N.Y. 
            (force of habit) 


