
          Madison N.J. 
          May 28th 1886. 
My darling darling Harry 
 I didn’t have any letter from you today, and was very much disappointed.  I am not 
going to write a very long letter tonight for I am tired and very sleepy.  I went for a drive right 
after tea and I guess that the air made me feel sleepy.  I know darling that you’ll be anxious to 
hear about the latest developments, and I want to keep you posted.  The excitement hasn’t by 
any means died down, & wont until every thing is settled, and Carrie dont call it settled till she 
has another letter from Mr. U[pham]. which she expects next Tues[day].  I think she’ll get a 
letter on Monday, but she dont think so.  She takes it very seriously.  Last night she was excited, 
and didn’t seem to feel so very serious, but when she wrote her answer this A.M. she got very 
sober, & has been so ever since.  We have had quite a long talk, and I know that you would 
approve of C[arrie]’s feelings.  There is no doubt about its being a desperate case.  Sue is, or 
seems to be, very happy over it, and has been planning already about the wedding, very much 
to Carrie’s disgust.  She says she thinks Sue better wait till she is really engaged, before she 
begins to plan the wedding.  Carrie dont think it is settled yet, and I dont think she will consider 
it an engagement till she has an ans[wer] to her letter, and I am sure she wont write her letter 
to you before the letter from Mr. U[pham]. comes.  But of course darling[,] the thing is settled.  
Carrie’s letter settled it, and it is a sure thing, tho’ she wont feel so till she hears again from 
him.  I couldn’t believe hardly, or rather I couldn’t realize, our engagement, till I had received 
your first letter.  The little time we had together, and my surprise, and the crowd around us all 
the time, and all the other unusual circumstances made it seem more like a dream than a 
reality, and tho’ I knew it was not a dream, yet I could not feel absolutely sure till your dear 
letter came, and I can understand Carrie’s feelings now before she receives the next letter.  
Mag doesn’t feel so awfully happy over it as Sue does.  She is satisfied with Mr. U[pham]. and is 
delighted in one way, but she looks farther ahead than Sue does, and feels that it will be so 
dreadful to have Carrie go away, but on the whole I think she is glad.  Your mother was 
unprepared & was taken so by storm that she hardly knows what she thinks.  She likes Mr. 
U[pham]. & I think know she is satisfied with him, and yet she tho’t Carrie was foolish to settle 
it right away, but as long as C[arrie]. had tho’t it all over & knew her own mind & just what her 
ans[wer] would be, I cant see the use of keeping him on the rack for a month.  I dont see why 
she shouldn’t tell him at once as long as she is so sure of her feelings.  I think your mother hates 
to think of losing Carrie, and she hates to think of her marrying a minister, for she knows that 
she will not be able to have near as much as she has now, and that she will not have an easy life 
by any means, but these things dont count against love, and Carrie is very decided.  Your 
mother dont really object, & dont oppose it at all, but I think she had not tho’t about it, and it 
came upon her in such a sudden way that she hardly knows what to think.  She is not 
dissatisfied or unhappy at all, but she is certainly not overjoyed, but I guess she is about it a 



happy medium.  She [ill.] isn’t sorry, and she isn’t so awfully glad.  Your father says he is very 
much pleased, that he was neither disappointed nor surprised.  He suspected it.  He is all right, 
and now darling you are the only member of the family to be heard from, and we are all about 
wild to hear how it strikes you.  Oh darling how I wish you were here to talk it over.  I am so 
lonely without you, and want you so badly, and will be so thankful when our trial is ended.  
Poor Carrie will have a chance to appreciate what we have been thro’, and I guess she will give 
us a good deal of credit.  I am sorry that she has to learn by experience, tho’ their experience 
wont be near as trying as our’s has been.  I dont believe they will have to be separated nine 
whole months at a time, & then go so many moth months at a time, as we have done this 
winter without seeing each other, but it will be hard enough, & I am very sorry that it has to be 
so.  What do you think Mag said?  She actually told me that she tho’t we had behaved very well, 
& tho’t we deserved a great deal of credit.  This wasn’t sarcasm at all.  It was said when we 
were talking very seriously, and she says she is so glad we haven’t got to stand another year of 
it.  They all seem very happy over it us now, and seem to be quite impatient for the wedding, 
and they are very impatient to see you.  Of course they are not in quite such a state as I am in, 
but they do want to see you very much.  Darling we dont think we can get thro’ every thing in 
the way of sewing, but I am not worrying.  We will do all we can, & finish the most important 
things now, & then I’ll take my time, & do what has to be left, after we come home from our 
trip, while we are in N.Y.  Now my own darling[,] I must stop. Ɵ  With deepest truest love from 
your Effie. 

 
[A line of “kisses” (Ɵ  Ɵ) runs up the left side of the page.] 


